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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My boyfriend, “Paul,” and I
have been together for five years. We want to
get married, but his mother is Catholic and
she doesn’t approve because I am an Alaskan
native, which from her per-
spective makes me a pagan.

Paul hasn’t attended
church or held any Catholic
views for many years, but he
won’t tell his mother because
he’s afraid it would devastate
her.

She has told me we are liv-
ing in sin, that our marriage
could cause him to be excom-
municated, and if we have
children, they’ll be bastards
who will go to hell.

I am hurt and confused over this and don’t
know what to do or say about it. Every time I
try to talk to her, she tries to persuade me to
convert, which I don’t want to do.

I’d like to have a relationship with her, but
I don’t want to have to change who I am for
her to approve of me or my future children.
What advice can you give me to help me get

through my situation? — Doomed to Hell in
Alaska

Dear “Doomed”: Are you sure your boy-
friend WANTS to be married? Your problem
isn’t his mother; it’s that he can’t find the
backbone to tell her he plans to marry you
with or without her approval.

Paul’s mother’s thinking is outdated. Non-
Catholic Alaskan natives are not “pagan”;
the majority are Christian.

As for your future children being “bas-
tards doomed to hell” — she’s repeating an
ancient prejudice, and that’s all it is. It is no
longer the position of the Catholic Church
to excommunicate people who marry out of
the faith.

You asked my advice; here it is: The woman
is a religious bigot. She’s unlikely to ever
approve of you or stop trying to convert you,
and it has gone beyond the point of concern
for your soul to just plain insulting.

She isn’t going to change, and as long as
your boyfriend is afraid of “devastating” her,
your situation won’t change either.

A marriage to him under these conditions

won’t be easy, so please think twice about
it.

Dear Abby: Some good friends of mine
were unable to have kids because of a medi-
cal issue. They recently adopted a preteen
daughter, and the adoption became final a
few months ago.

They are now having an “adoption party”
where everyone can come and hang out and
just have a good time. What is the etiquette
for such a celebration?

It’s being held at a park where there is
lots to do. Should I bring a card, a gift for the
child, something for the parents or nothing?
— Confused in Arizona

Dear Confused: What a wonderful occa-
sion to celebrate! It would be thoughtful, gen-
erous and welcoming if you brought along
a gift for the girl, and I’m sure it would be
appreciated not only by their daughter but
also by the new parents.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). As for this
recent baffling twist, don’t try to figure it all out
just yet. At the very least, it will be more fun not
to know right away. And if you never find out at
all — well, the mystery is something delicious.
Milk it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It’s a day for
physical daring and endeavoring
to act before thinking about wheth-
er you should. The result might be
a performance of stunning grace,
but there are other risks you’d be
wise to consider as well.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There’s some excitement, and it
will enhance your experience of
the day as long as you remain
slightly detached. The drama will
be fun if you take a step back and
refuse to be overly serious about it.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ll probably
have to alter your plan in order to accommo-
date weird circumstances in the morning. Your
flexible attitude will contribute greatly to your
success.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Everything is aligned.
You say what you want, and then you do it. Your
purpose is unencumbered by doubt or obstacle.
Your focus is narrow and laser-sharp. Go!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When you dis-
tance yourself from the forces that would rob you
of your peace, you’re not running away: You’re

protecting and fortifying yourself so that you can
bring the best “you” to life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Small-scale trials,
tests and transformations are getting you ready
for the bigger changes life will surely bring.
Think of this afternoon’s test as a drill for the
real deal.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Beware of those
who would benefit from you thinking that the
solution to the problem can be bought in a prod-
uct. If this could really be bottled, it would be the
most popular product sold on earth.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The thing
you used to do for fun may now seem quite
the opposite, but that’s the very nature of fun:
Novelty, newness, risk and reward are all a part
of the equation. It’s time to search for new fun.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Success is
rather simple for you today. Do what you say
you’ll do. This is made even easier if you don’t
say you’ll do anything, freeing yourself up com-
pletely for a change.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Everyone has
a heart, but not everyone leads with it like you do
today. You’ll wind up at a magical destination, all
because you followed your heart’s dictates.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If you’re not
careful, your tangents will go off on tangents
until you are so far from the main road (con-
versationally, geographically, creatively or oth-
erwise) that it’ll take a major transportation
upgrade just to get back.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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