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Dear Abby: I knew my husband for two
years before we married four years ago. My
problem is we are no longer intimate — not
even hugs or kisses.

For the first two years we
did have sex, but the only
affection I get now is a kiss on
my forehead or my hand.

When I asked if we could
sleep together during the
weekends, he refused. He says
the reason is he has to finish
his work.

I have told him how much
this hurts me and he keeps
promising to change, but it
never happens.

When I recently asked him
why, he said he is “shy.” I am starting to doubt
his love for me because when I need him, he’s
not there, and when I need his support, he
doesn’t protect me.

His mother is pushing us for a grandchild.
She blames me for not “forcing” her son to
sleep with me, which is impossible.

I spend most of my time working out at the
gym or doing volunteer work, which keeps

me from getting too depressed. But when my
mother-in-law starts in, I feel scared and don’t
dare go back to my house.

Every few nights I have nightmares and
wake up crying. I’m beginning to think I
should end this marriage. Should I? — Alone
in Singapore

Dear Alone: Whatever is going on with
your husband, it doesn’t appear that he has
been completely candid with you. He appears
to be using his workload as an excuse not to
be intimate. I also seriously doubt that his
problem is “shyness.”

Your husband may have erectile difficulties
or a diminished sex drive, which are medical
problems that could be fixed if he was willing
to address them.

He may be involved with someone else, not
be interested in women at all, or he could have
simply fallen out of love with you.

Regardless of what your MIL says, a child is
NOT your answer and would only complicate
matters further. If your husband would con-
sent to counseling with you, it might help. If
not, by all means talk to a lawyer.

Dear Abby: My fiance has just been told
that he has cancer. He wants to move our wed-
ding date up because of it, to make sure my
boys and I will be taken care of if things don’t
go well.

I am torn about whether we should. I want
to marry him, but I think we should work on
one thing at a time. Thoughts, Abby? — Maybe
Marrying in Minnesota

Dear Maybe Marrying: Your fiance is
looking out for you and your boys, and I
respect that. The traditional marriage vows
include “... for richer or for poorer, in sick-
ness and in health, till death do us part.” He
may survive his cancer diagnosis — many
patients do.

While some in your situation would want to
wait until things were more certain, there are
no guarantees in life.

Your fiance will need your strength, love
and care in the months to come, and if know-
ing you are taken care of will ease his mind, I
think you should do it.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The passive
move isn’t always the best one, but in this case,
today’s conflict probably doesn’t have to involve
you. Retreat from that stress and you’ll be advanc-
ing to your own centered being.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your truth is
very close to that of your friend’s. Because you
can understand each other so well,
the exchange you have this after-
noon will be cathartic. It feels good
to be heard.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The question is whether you
should do the job yourself or enlist
someone else to do it. The answer
will be quickly made obvious
when the right person makes the
job look easy.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
It’s easy to be confident when
you’re comfortable, which is why your sartorial
decisions will matter so much to the outcome
of today’s business. Perfectly dressed for the
occasion at hand, you’ll have a distinct advan-
tage.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Heart to heart
exchanges with others make everyone feel more
loved and more loving. The expansive and joy-
ful energy is a contagion that will make its way
through the Borromean rings of your social
world.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Most of the jobs
today are important enough to take seriously, get
right and finish before you hit the pillow tonight.

But the thing that is the most important job will
be the silliest one.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It’s the exchange
of energy, ideas and feelings, flowing back and
forth — this more than anything is what makes a
group of people feel like home to you. When this
exchange is interrupted, seek to heal the breach
immediately.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Each person in
the team is helping the other reach new poten-
tials. It’s not a conscious effort; rather, it’s the
very nature of the group to elevate one another
in the spirit of competition and camaraderie.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You have
a limited amount of time and much to do within
that time today; it’s true. However, you’ll find that
when you endeavor to fully inhabit the moment,
it will bend and stretch to love you back.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The infor-
mation you learn today will be a piece of a puzzle
that will intrigue you for weeks to come. An
ensnarling mystery can be a delightful diversion,
and this one has personal implications, too.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There are so
many ways to see the truths of the day. Some
are hard, others warm; then there are bright
truths and stark ones. And by the way, there’s no
good reason to doubt the easy truths — they, too,
might exist.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Being around
busy, chaotic people will activate your fondness
of peace and quiet. The serenity you long for
all day will stretch before you tonight, sweetly
fulfilling.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Unaffectionate man unlikely to change
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