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Dear Abby: I’m sick when I read about
girls in great relationships who feel like they
are trapped and they need to live life. They
throw away a great relationship with someone
who loves them. How is dump-
ing someone who loves you
“living”?

I met my husband in high
school and we went to par-
ties, nightclubs and traveled
— always together. We had
each other’s backs and pushed
each other to achieve what we
wanted. And the best part was,
I had my best friend with me
during all of my greatest life
moments.

Now, after 23 years of mar-
riage, I hear stories from my women friends
who dumped their guys in order to live it up
and now wish they never had. They ALL said:
“Guess what you get with a one-night stand?
You get left with disappointment because the
guy doesn’t know what you like in bed or gives
you an STD.” And while they were “living
life,” the boyfriend they loved and wish they
had back found someone else.

So, all of you out there who think you’re not
living life: It’s not because of the guy you’re
with.

It’s YOU holding yourself back. Try life with
your partner and see what happens before
you throw it all away for a one-night stand
you’ll most likely regret. — Living Life in
Wisconsin

Dear Living Life: When a young woman
writes to me saying she feels trapped and
wants to live life, what it indicates to me is
that the person either isn’t getting what she
needs from her boyfriend or that she’s not
mature enough to settle down.

Mature individuals realize that compro-
mise is necessary in successful relationships,
but these young women appear to prefer to
gamble on all or nothing. I’m sharing your
wisdom with them, but I’m not at all certain
they will appreciate it.

Dear Abby: My wife and I have a good mar-
riage and two well-behaved kids who are good
students and active in our community.

Our 8-year-old son is very much the rule
follower in school and outside activities, but

cheats when playing board or card games with
me or his sister at home.

When I catch him doing it, I end the game
and tell him I won’t play with him if he’s
going to cheat. My wife believes the cheating
is “just for fun” and that I’m being too hard on
him. I say the lesson I’m teaching him is that
cheating is wrong.

We agree we are fortunate this happens
only at home, but I’m concerned that if it is
left unchecked, it will be regarded as permis-
sible and it will escalate to become a problem
in other circumstances. What do you think?
Should I let up? — Virginia Dad

Dear Dad: No, stick to your guns. And
the next time you catch your son cheating,
impress upon him that if others catch him
at it, they not only won’t want to play games
with him, but also may not want to be friends
with him.

CONFIDENTIAL TO MY READERS: Happy
Fourth of July, everyone. Celebrate safely!
Love, Abby

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Tell your ver-
sion of the story. No matter how many other
versions there are, you’ll get the audience you
deserve. You’ll be heard and appreciated. You’ll
make a difference.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Keep going for-
ward, don’t flinch, don’t doubt, don’t hesitate.
You’re ready, you’re strong, you’re
able. This is your time, move for-
ward. Even if you go slow, just go.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be put in charge, but that
doesn’t mean you have all the
answers. You’re learning. Keep
gathering new information.
Expect to adjust and adapt.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Busy yourself with the most
important things — the things
that bring the highest pay off for you. It just so
happens that these are the same things that will
pay off for others today too.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Highly creative peo-
ple around you may be bouncing off the walls
with many ideas that are not on point. You’re the
one to bring it in. You have a talent for focusing
everyone on the task at hand.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Even if you’re not
so sure what you really want to do, walk forward,
one step at a time. Do the next right thing. Get
into action. Trust your instincts and you’ll like
where you wind up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Arrange your
domestic scene so as to make your home a com-
fortable castle. What is in your realm that you
can brighten up? Also, your efforts to bring posi-
tive people into your world will work brilliantly.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ve a talent
for the written word today and there will be ben-
efits to sending out those texts, emails and letters
that speak your heart and mind. Your fluid style
will impress.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You may
be flattered by the attention of attractive people,
some of whom will be much older or much
younger than you. Overlook the age difference
long enough to milk insight and wisdom from
this connection.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Life doesn’t
have to be complicated and neither do relation-
ships. People who like each other will find a way
to make it work. People who don’t, don’t. The
details matter less than the feeling behind the
connection.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s nice to
know just enough on a variety of topics, however
it’s time to stop dabbling and find a project you
can throw yourself into more or less completely.
Avoid dilettante-ism.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As far as rela-
tionships go, you have much more to give than
you think. This probably scares you. What will
happen if your love isn’t reciprocated? That’s the
risk; be bold and take it.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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