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Dear Abby: I recently had my lover of 11
years arrested for domestic violence. He had
me cut off from the world, and without family
around, I felt extremely lonely and fragile.

No one should ever have
to be bruised and battered by
anyone. I pray others read this
and will do the right thing
— which is to press charg-
es if necessary and find the
strength to leave. — Starting
Counseling Soon in L.A.

Dear Starting: I’m glad you
found the strength to do that.
Readers: I haven’t printed the
warning signs of an abuser in
a while, so here they are:

1. Pushes For Quick Involvement: An abus-
er pressures the new partner for an exclusive
commitment almost immediately.

2. Jealous: Excessively possessive; calls con-
stantly or visits unexpectedly; prevents you
from going to work because “you might meet
someone”; checks the mileage on your car.

3. Controlling: If you are late, interrogates
you intensively about whom you talked to and

where you were; keeps all the money; insists
you ask permission to go anywhere.

4. Unrealistic Expectations: Expects you to
meet his or her every need.

5. Isolation: Tries to isolate you from family
and friends; accuses people who are your sup-
porters of “causing trouble.” The abuser may
deprive you of a phone or car, or try to prevent
you from holding a job.

6. Blames Others For Problems Or Mistakes:
It’s always someone else’s fault if something
goes wrong.

7. Makes Others Responsible For His Or
Her Feelings: The abuser says, “You make
me angry” instead of “I am angry,” or says,
“You’re hurting me by not doing what I tell
you.”

8. Hypersensitivity: Is easily insulted,
claiming hurt feelings when he or she is really
mad. Rants about the injustice of things that
are just a part of life.

9. Cruelty To Animals Or Children: Kills or
punishes animals brutally. Also may expect
children to do things that are far beyond
their ability (whips a 3-year-old for wetting
a diaper) or may tease them until they cry.
Sixty-five percent of abusers who beat their

partners will also abuse children.
10. “Playful” Use Of Force During Sex:

Enjoys throwing you down or holding you
down against your will during sex; finds the
idea of rape exciting.

11. Verbal Abuse: Constantly criticizes or
says blatantly cruel things; degrades, curses,
calls you ugly names. This may also involve
sleep deprivation, waking you with relentless
verbal abuse.

12. Rigid Gender Roles: Expects you to serve,
obey, remain at home.

13. Sudden Mood Swings: Switches from
sweet to violent in minutes.

14. Past Battering: Admits to hitting a mate
in the past, but says the person “made” him
(or her) do it.

15. Threats Of Violence: Says things like,
“I’ll break your neck” or “I’ll kill you,” and
then dismisses them with, “Everybody talks
that way,” or “I didn’t really mean it.”

Readers, if you feel you are at risk, contact
the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-
799-7233 or thehotline.org.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can’t make
other people happy if they don’t want to be. But
for the most part, they do want to be, and all it
takes is a little sweetness from you today to push
them into cheerfulness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in the
mood to blast outside of your known realm to
experience something practically
unrecognizable to you in your cur-
rent version of reality. For maxi-
mum security in this venture, take
a guide.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The job on the table today is so big
and involved, there’s no way you
can accomplish it single-handedly.
With both your hands and two or
three capable people on your team,
you’ll work miracles.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You’ve chased after dreams before — and caught
a few, too. Then there are those you lost in the
pursuit; maybe you even felt like you lost your-
self. Because you had that experience, you’ll help
someone else today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The only people who
never fail are those who never try. Your courage
is turned up, and you’re even more receptive
to intuition than usual. One remarkable move
could change everything for you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The offer on the
table will last three days. So, though there’s time
to think it over, you should also know that the
longer you wring your hands in indecision, the

less enthusiastic the other party will be about
the deal.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Shared joy mul-
tiplies; it’s the same with optimism and excite-
ment. In the sharing of grief, the opposite emo-
tional math occurs. This is why you don’t mind
a friend unburdening on you. Together you’ll
make the load bearable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have people
in your fold who are more animated than the
others, always with extra excitement going on.
They take more energy, but they also generate
more energy. Today you’ll find them quite worth
the effort.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It’s a funny
world you’re in and it will almost seem as though
the people around you are deliberately putting
on a comedy just for you. Your kindred one will
see the humor, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Decisiveness
is a part of you now - it’s in your bones. When you
make a move, you’ll do it quickly so only the ones
who are tuned into you will have time to track it
and join you or counter your efforts.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Pleasantness
and good cheer is a talent. There’s a bubbly
charm inside you, but you don’t always feel it’s
appropriate to release it. You can turn on this
effervescence at will.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re power-
fully tuned in to the physical world, and as you
move your body, this connects you to the world
beyond, where secret knowledge is imparted and
creativity flows strong.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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