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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: Five years into our marriage,
my wife and I took a girlfriend, “Sonya.” I
fell madly in love with her. Unfortunately, my
relationship with my wife cooled because she
changed as a person. We ended
up divorcing.

I’m still in love with Sonya,
but obviously nothing will
ever come of it. I’m her con-
fidant and best friend, and she
tells me all about her dating
life.

I’m having trouble dealing
with it, but I don’t think I
could handle not seeing her
face light up when she speaks
about her new girlfriend.

My love for Sonya runs to
my core — it’s one for the ages. She IS my soul.
I don’t want to lose her as my best friend, but
I don’t know how to manage the pain of my
unrequited love. Please help me. — Demolished
in Connecticut

Dear Demolished: Your love for Sonya may
run to the core, but it isn’t returned. If she’s
in love with another woman, your chances of

winding up with her are somewhere between
slim and none.

That’s why you must now decide if a bleed-
ing heart is a condition you really want to live
with. My advice is to be kind to yourself, get
off a track that is leading nowhere and look
for someone who can love you back.

Dear Abby: My lady friend and I have been
living in the same apartment building for a
year. It is a retirement community, and we
each have our own apartment. (We are both
in our 90s.)

We are together almost every day. We are
Roman Catholic and attend church services at
least twice a week.

My problem is, I want her to sleep with
me in the same bed, but without having sex.
She says sleeping together is wrong, against
God’s will and we should not do it. I said as
long as we don’t have sex, we are not com-
mitting a sin. I talked to a priest about this
and he agreed with me. What do you think?
— Nonagenarian in Minnesota

Dear Nonagenarian: If your priest blesses
it, who am I to argue?

Dear Abby: All my life, I’ve put my belt on
from left to right. I never really questioned
why. Just reckoned it had something to do
with me being right-handed.

Recently, an old acquaintance told me I
have been doing it wrong. According to him,
only women do it from the left. Men belt up
right-to-left.

Abby, who’s right? Is there a correct way
to wear a belt? Is it a gender thing, a comfort
thing or does it even matter? — Not Too Big
For My Britches

Dear Not Too Big: Most men insert their
belts from left to right, and most women do it
from right to left.

However, unless you are a member of the
military and must adhere to a strict dress
code, you have the right to buckle your belt
whichever way you wish.

To My Muslim Readers: A happy Eid al-
Fitr, one and all.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can think
of quite a few things that are best paid for with
compensation other than money, and today you
can even put “meals” in the category, as your
home efforts will go much further than anything
you could purchase.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). When the ener-
gy is off, everything else will be
off, too. Do what it takes to get
your mind, body and spirit into
the right conditions for creating
what you want. It will be worth it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When the rituals you rely on to
feel normal get interrupted, that
shouldn’t displace your entire
sense of purpose. If it does, it’s a
signal to come up with a purpose
that’s stronger, with deeper roots.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
If you pretend to be someone else and they love
it, you’ll be in a pinch, with lots of pressure to
keep pretending. On the other hand, if there’s no
act, you’ll never have to drop it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). At the core of this
day is an innate drive to create something
unique from your experiences. After all, no one
ever has or ever will walk this world in quite the
same way you do.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Before you would
have reacted strongly to frustrations like today’s,
but you’re a lot more patient now. When you feel
frustration, you know it won’t be long before
your strong sense of reason takes over.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What you’re
involvedinnowisn’treallyacompetition, though
it may be presented that way. Furthermore, you
can believe in yourself wholeheartedly without
dismissing the efforts of others.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You can’t help
but speculate about what might have happened
if you’d arrived on this scene a little sooner or
a little later. This will inform your next move,
but it won’t change where you’re starting from
today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll
probably feel more like dancing around the work
than actually doing it, and that’s OK, too. If you
keep your eyes open while dancing, you’ll notice
something key that could change everything.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Given the
luxury of a long stretch of time, all the “maybe
someday” things will be put off indefinitely,
thereby remaining in that same category for-
ever. Want it done? Give yourself a deadline and
do it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Don’t pre-
sume to know what the others are thinking or
how they are judging the scene. One person’s
refreshingly entertaining enterprise is another
person’s been-there-done-that. You’ll only find
out by asking.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re a true
original, a totally unique presence in the world.
So why do you feel like you’re blending in,
unheard and unseen? It’s a distortion. Change
the dynamic, and most importantly, change how
you think about it.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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