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Reader unsure when to discuss fertility

Dear Abby: I find that I get asked far too
often why I haven’t bought a house yet. I'm
42, single and have a master’s degree, but
like lots of other people I had to go into debt

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson
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distance.

Several of them commute daily, and there
are many mass transit options running
throughout the night.

Dear Abby: I'm an attractive 30-year-old
woman just out of a five-year relationship. I
am starting to date again, but I have a com-
plication — I cannot have children. I am won-

dering when the right time to
bring this up with the men I
meet would be.

After a few dates seems too
soon; however, the men usu-
ally reveal their desire for a
family during this time.

What is the rule of thumb
here? Single in San
Francisco

Dear Single: The rule of
thumb is: Honesty is the best
policy. If someone tells you he
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On a few occasions we have planned an
outing in the city and, after the tickets are
purchased, etc., one of them (“Carla”) has
casually stated, “I may need to spend the
night at your house since it’ll be late when
we get back.”

Abby, Carla knows the schedule of mass
transit and knows what we’ve planned. How
do I respond when she invites herself to
spend the night?

I have the room, but it’s still a hassle hav-
ing someone stay overnight. — City Girl With
Country Friends

to get it.

I’'m not complaining about that. What
bugs me is the invasive question I don’t feel
I should have to answer, usually asked by
people whose parents helped them to buy a
house.

I don’t come from a rich family, and it
feels like people are flaunting their privilege
when they ask me. Duh, I don’t have $20,000
for a down payment. But I shouldn’t have to
say that.

How can I respond to this question while
not being rude or actually answering it?
Better yet, how do I respond in such a way

Dear City Girl: Assuming this is becom-
ing a pattern with Carla, the time to bring
this up is before you buy the tickets.

The words to use are: “I would prefer that
you don’t stay over because I'm really not
comfortable having overnight guests.” I'll let you know.”

And if she continues to suggest she wants Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
to stay with you, stop inviting her to night- P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
time events.

wants a family, it would be dishonest not to
tell him then that you won’t be able to have
children. However, if nothing is mentioned
before, when you are becoming intimate and
the subject of birth control is raised would be
a logical time to speak up.

that people stop asking? — In Debt in Illinois

Dear In Debt: This reply should do the
trick: “There are many reasons why, and it’s
complicated. When and if I do decide to buy,

“Dave! Wake up! Something just landed on
me! Please tell me that it's not one of those
huge beetles we see around the windows!"”

Dear Abby: I live in a city. Many of my
friends live in the suburbs within commuting

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

HISTORY'S FIRST N YOULL GET TWO FRIENDS, GRAINA 5045 ) [ (A DEAL;) SHE S5 THAT IE UL GVE P | |/ sRaniia FiguTs DIRTY !
SHELL MAKE A THAT BLANKET, SHELL DONATE TEN
PYRAMID 5CHEME WHO WILL EACH GET TWO HELL WA T AAMCT SHELL AT T

FRIENDS, WHO WILL EACH GET

TWO FRIENDS,
WHO WILL THEN LIFT THESE
10-TON BLOCKS AND PUT

ETC,, ETC,,

©Tundra 2016 __|

. SOMETIMES (GET | ANDQUITECFTEN | | SEE? THISISA
| I A AR, | GREAT s Rt
H ) ¥ \ Dow (R
PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis DOWN RIGHTAWAY | MY HAND OR MYARM. | MORNING.

stis /Distr. by Universal Uclick

© 2016 Stephan Pa.

GARFIELD by Jim Davis

www.facebook.com/garfield

SORRY.
I'M STRAIGHT
OUTTA

COMPED TIN.

Facebook.com/PearlsComic

GEEK D

GO OLTSIPE
AND EXERCISE!

Z-S SeNVA Wil

© 2016 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved

JEFF MACNELLY S SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

T HEAR YOU'RE THINKING OF W
BUYING A NEW VEWICLE.

Sl

AX\*--\Q‘,\
VERPENSS

RS
3

YEP. T HAD MY HEART
SET ON A NEW FORD
EXPLORER ...
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BUBBLES IN THE WATER, AND Now
SOMETHING SURE HAS THOSE
SEABIRDS EXCITED!
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Daily Horoscope

ARIES (March 21-April 19). As for this
funny responsibility you’ve taken on, which you
promised in a more or less unlimited capacity: At

cially interested in streamlining MATHIS

your relationships, priorities and
domestic processes. You'll succeed
in this today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Probably there’s
no need to be sorry, especially in a professional
setting. If you understand that you were wrong,
it’s fine to mention it and make plans to correct
it, but an apology won’t be necessary.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You make sense. Trust
that. If they don’t understand, try again a differ-
ent way. If they still don’t understand, go back
and break your ideas down further so you can
articulate them in their simplest form.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Because you made
the first friendly gesture long ago, you will now
find yourself in a most auspicious situation with

lovely people that you wouldn’t have otherwise
gotten to know. Kudos!
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). In order to be

3 the time that promise was made, it did seem that happy, you really don’t need for the circumstanc-
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' 8] MINDLESS UPGRADING |2| "MARKET— MINDLESS you too much to learn what you it in a hundred years.‘But the ones who know
) ZOMBIES ¢ ING.” T00 want to know. Internet classes, about it now will talk like crazy for a while, and
’ 2 : ’ library books and YouTube videos, there’s little to be done about this except to stay
£ g ) coupled with tenacity and practice, out of it, refusing to add fuel to the fire, which will
8 @ will get you there rather quickly. soon burn out.
5 8 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The fastest
g © A fuller life doesn’t have to be a way to get over upsetting events is to wallow in
L e 1l more complicated life. You're on a the discomfort they have caused until it gets old
5 mission to simplify. You are espe- HOLIDAY and boring to you. This won’t happen overnight.

Then again, you could be healed by next week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If the dog
carries a bone to your yard, he’ll also carry
it to someone else’s yard. Gossip is the same.
Repeating the story, to anyone at all, will make
you party to gossip mill.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s not about
winning or losing today, it’s about being confident
enough to take action. The idea may not be good,
the action may not be right, and yet life will be dif-
ferent and better because you made your move.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As for that
lottery, in many ways you’ve already won it.
Your blessings are remarkable and unique. Your
awareness of them is possibly the greatest bless-
ing of all because it brings more goodness into
your life.



