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Dear Abby: This is my second marriage.
My first husband died when our daughter
was 5 months old. I met my current husband,
“Robert,” when she was 6.

We have a wonderful rela-
tionship as a couple and as a
family.

He’s an amazing husband
and father. We now have anoth-
er child who is 7 months old.

I fear I have become a prob-
lem for Robert. I’m so attached
to him that I don’t ever want
him to leave. He works from
home — even though he
shouldn’t — because I want
him to be with me. I end up
distracting him and he misses
deadlines. His job is almost over because the
grant is over, and he’s looking for a job. We are
both very worried about this.

I know Robert will never complain about
my need for his attention. I know he prefers us
to be together, but he needs to work and I need
to let him. I don’t know why I struggle with
this. I have never behaved this way. — Can’t
Let Go

Dear Can’t Let Go: I have a hunch that
what’s going on with you is that you lost your
first husband, and you’re terrified that if this
one isn’t with you every minute, something
terrible will happen to him, too.

Because this is having a negative impact on
his career, it is extremely important that you
learn how to manage this insecurity.

The quickest way to accomplish it would be
to talk this over with a licensed psychothera-
pist who can give you the insight and the tools
you need.

Please don’t put it off.

Dear Abby: As an established patient with
a specialized doctor, I recently went for my
annual checkup. My appointment was sched-
uled a year ago.

As I was checking in, I was informed that
my doctor now collects all insurance co-pays
before seeing patients.

As a senior citizen, I was shocked. Being
expected to pay before the service makes me
feel like he doesn’t trust me.

I can understand a convenience store expect-
ing me to pay for my gas upfront because
of drive-offs, but not a professional medical

provider. I pay all my bills on time and have
excellent credit.

It may be my age, but I want to feel respect-
ed and trusted. Shouldn’t a doctor’s office
trust its established patients enough to allow
them to pay once the service has been ren-
dered?

Has our country fallen so low that we are
all guilty until proven innocent? — Frustrated
Patient in Oklahoma

Dear Frustrated: The reason you were
asked for your co-pay in advance may have
nothing to do with YOUR personal trustwor-
thiness. Your doctor may have had more than
a few patients who were delinquent in pay-
ing.

Because you were offended, this is some-
thing you should discuss with your physician
who, because of your long relationship, may
be willing to make an exception.

However, if that’s not the case, you might
be more comfortable taking your business to
another doctor.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Wanting isn’t
an entirely uncomfortable emotion, although it
certainly has its agitating qualities. Those are
the aspects that motivate and focus you. Embrace
your hunger as a unifying and energizing internal
force.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You put your-
self in a good mood because you’re
drawn to high-minded activities.
You’ll dwell on inspiring text, con-
template expansive spiritual con-
cepts and revel in the beauty and
creativity that’s all around you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’re more interested than you
were, less than you will be. This is
the sweet spot of attraction, impos-
sible to savor because you’re too
deep in the chase of it. Retrospect
will bring a lot of attention and love
on this day.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You don’t need a
miraculous twist of fate to make this relationship
work. All you need is a clear understanding of
what you want and what the other person wants,
and a sincere desire to learn how to bring those
things together.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A person who is will-
ing to put the best of their effort toward creating
with you is about as amazing a gift as you could
wish for at this point. Don’t take this opportunity
lightly. Devote yourself fully to the collaboration.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You have easier
access to the heart of your love than you have in

a long time. What gives you this open door? Trust.
You’ve earned it by doing as you say you will or
better.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Motive — that’s
what you’re in tune with. You know human nature.
It’s why no one can get away with anything seedy,
sneaky or sketchy around you. They’ll act right, if
only because they’re scared of you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You won’t have
to talk about your work, defend your actions or
explain yourself in any way. You’ve earned this.
You’ve already proven yourself and now they’ll
step back and watch you fly.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21). If the efforts
are strong but the plan is weak, the results will fail.
Check the foundation. Gather opinions about the
blueprint. Ask the old-timers for advice. With this
approach, your hard work won’t go wasted.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Who’s going
to play for Team You if you don’t? Pick yourself
and do it early in the draft. Whatever doubts you
showed before, now is the time to compensate for
them. Vote for yourself loud and proud.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). People are gen-
erally on their best behavior for the first week on
the job, or in the new relationship or residence. It
doesn’t take too long for old habits to set in, though.
Heed all early warning signs as prophecies.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can’t help
but have a kind of admiration for the one who
breaks the rules. But the one who doesn’t even
realize there are rules to begin with will astonish
you, and likely follow that up by getting on your
last nerve.
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