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Dear Abby: Three years ago I gave my adult
daughter, married with a child, more than
$16,000 to help pay off her debts because she
couldn’t pay her bills. She and her husband
maintain separate accounts,
which I find odd. He pays cer-
tain expenses; she pays others.
Now I find she’s deep in debt
again and needs more help.

I’m 69, married and retired.
We have some savings and I’d
like to help her. However, I’m
afraid if I take more money
out of our savings, we may not
have enough to cover an emer-
gency or if either of us needs
nursing home care.

She is a good and loving
daughter, and I feel bad that I may not be able
to help her. Do you see any solution to my
problem? — Dennis in Virginia

Dear Dennis: You must stop enabling your
adult daughter. Rather than offer more of your
savings, it’s important to find out what is caus-
ing her spending problem. Then steer her and
her husband to a credit counseling organiza-

tion that can help her without placing your
future welfare in jeopardy.

Legitimate credit counseling firms are
affiliated with the National Foundation for
Credit Counseling, the Association of Credit
Counseling Professionals, or the Association
of Independent Consumer Credit Counseling
Agencies. This isn’t your problem, and it
shouldn’t be. You have done enough.

Dear Abby: Last weekend we had our chil-
dren and grandkids over for a family birthday.
We looked after the children, cooked, waited
on everyone and cleaned up afterward while
the adults sat texting or playing on their cell-
phones.

Abby, this is not so much a question as an
observation for anyone of any age who is
invited to visit someone’s home:

Spending time on the cellphone rather than
socializing is rude. It says our company is
not valued. It says that neither we nor your
children are important enough for your atten-
tion. It teaches children that it isn’t necessary
to be social, offer to help clear the table, or
be gracious and appreciative when someone
prepares a meal for them.

The visit left a bitter taste, and it will be a
long time before we invite our children and
grandchildren to our home again. I know
cellphones are part of our culture, but adults
still have the power to choose what is impor-
tant and turn them off ! — Disconnected in
Midtown, Tenn.

Dear Disconnected: Now that you have
vented, may I pose a question? While your
children were sitting on their fannies after
the meal, did you or your spouse TELL them
you needed help, that their children needed
minding and that their behavior was rude?
Because if you didn’t, please recognize that
the behaviors you described do not spring up
overnight, and you may be partly responsible
for how your children turned out.

“Not inviting them for a long time” isn’t
the answer. If you say what’s on your mind,
you may startle them into modeling better
behavior for their children before it’s too late.
Putting into words how their behavior made
you feel would be more effective.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There’s a gap
to close. It’s a chasm between what you want
and what your loved ones want. Luckily, there’s
a compromise that can be reached with minimal
effort.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There’s a skill
you’re trying to hone, and hone it you will. The
wise ones say you have to work
your way through the bad times
to have some good ones. Bottom
line: If you don’t give up, you’ll
improve.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your goal is to share the treasures
of the moment equally and in
peace. You believe in the univer-
sal brotherhood of man, and your
actions reflect your belief.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Today’s rumors spread fast and far. They don’t
have to be true to be mobile. Be wary and slow
to believe any of it. Also, don’t repeat what you
hear.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The day centers on
the people you care about. You’ll be comforted
and challenged by them. Also, they don’t have to
be blood related to be important to you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The things you
most want to do are not always wise or even
rational. That doesn’t make them bad choices.
Some of the most important actions you’ll take
won’t make immediate sense.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When no one
else is around, there’s still someone worth
socializing with: you. You are one of the
most important people you could ever get
to know. Strive to learn more about your-
self.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your environ-
ment is lousy with gossip these days. Also, com-
plaints are contagious. That’s why before you
open your mouth, you check yourself. Is what
you’re going to say something you’d like others
to repeat?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The way
to peace will be apparent to you in the moment.
You’ll have a choice then. Do you do what your
ego would prefer, or do you make the peaceful
choice?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The one who
has enchanted you still has a hold over you even
now — months and years after the enchantment
should have worn off. All the best spells have
staying power.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Of all the
people in your midst, it’s the creative and inven-
tive ones who make your life better. One idea
leads to another, and suddenly a dull day is a life
filled with adventure.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you try to
compete, you give away the advantages that kept
you in a competitive position. Back off. What
would you do if you knew you were in a league
of your own?
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