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Dear Abby: I was best friends with “Joanne”
after we met in middle school. She comes from
a conservative Christian family and has three
successful siblings. This has made her quirky,
media-driven pursuits and
city life a disappointment to
her family.

When we were teens and she
learned that I was a straight
ally for gay rights, she came
out to me as a lesbian, but for
years only I and a few close
friends knew.

Once she was an adult and
her family found out, they
practically disowned her and
made their disapproval and
“shame” very clear.

Unfortunately, due to some family problems
of my own, I moved away, and we communi-
cated only periodically for the last couple of
years until recently. I was shocked when she
informed me that she is going to become a
nun.

Abby, I have no problem with her faith
(I attend an LGBT-friendly church), but I’m
afraid Joanne is doing it for all the wrong

reasons. For the 15 years I have known her,
she has been an open-minded, culture-loving
social butterfly, and she doesn’t seem to have
changed much personality-wise. Naturally, her
family is thrilled with her decision because it
means she will never date another woman or
be a part of “that lifestyle.”

I know Joanne is an adult and these choices
are hers to make, but I’m afraid she is being
guilted into a life she will ultimately regret.
How do I express my concerns to her without
being offensive? — Kathy in New York

Dear Kathy: Before you “express your
concerns,” I think you should have enough
respect for your friend’s intelligence to ask
her what has prompted this life-changing deci-
sion, and what it will entail.

Will she be joining an order that wears a
habit? (Not all nuns do anymore.) Will she be
taking a vow of silence and shutting herself
off from the world for a life of prayer and
contemplation, or will she be working to help
underprivileged communities?

Does she plan to remain in the United
States, or join an order like Mother Teresa’s
in some other country?

If you show an interest rather than “con-
cern,” I’m sure she will be glad to answer any
questions you may have without becoming
offended.

Dear Abby: I have recently been invited to
my sister’s baby shower. The problem is I am
a man. My mother and sister think I am sexist
for not wanting to go.

I always thought this kind of thing was
a women’s event. Are my mother and sis-
ter right? Am I being sexist? — Nathan in
Indiana

Dear Nathan: You’re not necessarily sex-
ist, but you are behind the times. Baby show-
ers are no longer solely women’s events.

In fact, because men are so much more
actively involved in their little ones’ care than
they used to be, it is becoming common for
the showers to be co-ed affairs. (They’re called
“Jack and Jill” showers.)

I hope you won’t skip the celebration
because I think you’d enjoy it.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). For the position
you’re in, many are called, but few are chosen.
If you make it through, consider yourself both
lucky and worthy. Then remember, you still have
a choice in what you do going forward.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A good social
balance isn’t something to take lightly. It doesn’t
happen every day. When you’re
doing great on your own, consider
very carefully whether or not you
should really add another person
to the mix.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Do you have the heart for it? That’s
the question that will arise. The
way to check your heart compat-
ibility is pretty simple. Ask your
heart: Do I really want this, and, if
so, how badly?

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Meddling
and losing are along the same line. If you
meddle, you’ll lose. Keep to your own business.
Remain fixed on the prize that is yours and only
yours.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your creativity knows
no bounds. However, the world has boundaries,
and they quickly will be imposed if you’re not
careful to separate yourself into an area where
the usual rules don’t apply.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It might be dif-
ficult to tell whether a person is making your
life better or worse. Either way, rest assured that

your skills are growing for having to interact in
a certain way.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). This morning
you’ll open your eyes with a fresh perspective
on life. Then you’ll figure out what really makes
you happy and prioritize your life based on that
realization. It’s a truly great day.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Oddly enough,
the happy endings don’t always come at the end.
Someone will save you when you’re right smack
in the middle of a perilous task. You’re no victim,
but once in a while it’s nice to be saved.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You need
a big challenge. This is what gives your valor a
chance to emerge. You’ll see the obstacle almost
as soon as you get to work. This needs conquer-
ing, and the conqueror is you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). As you rise
to great heights, you wonder whether it will last.
You’ve seen this before. Yes, there will be a point
at which things start sliding the opposite direc-
tion. Worry about it when you get there. For now,
enjoy your climb.

AQUARIUS(Jan.20-Feb. 18). You’re inclined
to play by the rules, but you’ll also play seriously
— ruthlessly — for keeps. Your competitors don’t
have a chance against you. Utilize your team.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You could coast
on what you already know, but that’s not your
style. Instead, you choose to keep your skills up
to date. Those above you will be pleased at the
initiative you show.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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