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Dear Abby: I was recently the target of a
romance scam on a popular singles website.
After being a divorcee for 15 years, I decided to
try online dating. Minutes after I went online,
someone asked to chat.

He said he was a widower
with an adult daughter and a
jeweler by trade, living near
me but returning to Florida
the next day with ultimate
plans to relocate to my area.
He mentioned he was origi-
nally from Germany and had
an accent. We chatted on
Google Hangouts, and he sent
me sweet emails every morn-
ing saying how much he loved
meeting me and that it was
“our time to have a second chance.”

After three weeks of chatting but only a
short, garbled phone conversation, he asked
for a favor. He was attending a jewelry show
and needed me to send his diamond sup-
plier money to pay for a shipment. He made it
sound urgent and gave me a name and address
in Ghana where he could get the best quality
diamonds at the best price.

All along I had kept my guard up, but his
request confirmed for me that it was a scam.
When I Googled the Ghana name and address,
it came back “Ghana Scammer.” Abby, these
people even provided photos of the person
they pretended to be, along with a cellphone
and address that actually were under the
name of the person they were impersonating.

A couple of telltale signs people should be
aware of: First, if you don’t talk to them or
their cellphone seems to have a very bad con-
nection, it’s likely they aren’t in the country.
Second: If you can’t meet in person, it’s likely
they’re pretending to be someone else. He told
me that his email had been hacked, and then
someone tried to have a conversation from his
email asking me personal questions about my
retirement funds.

Please help me warn others about these
types of scams. — Loveless in Washington

Dear Loveless: Gladly! Thank you for
writing about your near-miss, because many
trusting people have been victimized in this
way. Phone and online scams have more than
proliferated this year; they appear to have
metastasized.

No less than five individuals I know have
been approached by scammers trying to lure
them into money-losing “propositions.”

It takes courage and trust to open oneself
up to a stranger you hope could become the
love of your life. Romance scammers know
this can make people vulnerable. According
to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), this
particular type of scammer typically tries to
lure potential victims away from a dating web-
site and communicate privately by email or
instant messages. They tend to profess their
love quickly, and spin elaborate tales about
business ventures, overseas travel or family
problems that end in requests for money or
favors from their mark.

Readers, as much as you might want to
believe the impassioned appeals, guard your
hearts and your bank accounts from these
scammers. Report them to your dating website
and to FTC.gov. Protect yourselves by visiting
USA.gov/scams-and-frauds and learning how
dozens of these scams work and where to
report it if you have been victimized.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Things do not
always run smoothly for you, but they run right.
You’ll be glad about how it all shakes out. The
important part is that you believe in life’s pro-
cess and don’t worry yourself as it’s happening.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Commit your
thoughts to paper, even if you’re pretty sure you
don’t know what they are. You
probably won’t realize what you
think and what you fear until after
you’ve written it down.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Say no, and say it often. The more
you say no, the more room you’ll
have in your future. For you, it
takes a conscious effort to stop
doing things so you can concen-
trate on being instead.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There are no perfect relationships. Luckily, the
problem in yours is minor and can be effectively
handled with a few choice words and the right
attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Perform what you
practiced. It’s important to get up in front of
people. That experience will teach you what you
can’t learn any other way. It doesn’t have to be
the best show in the world to be of great value
to you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A warm reception
for good fortune will attract more of it. So when
you’re paid handsomely for an effort you would

have freely given, don’t turn down the money
— just say thank you!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The perfect oppor-
tunity will arise to apply yourself. You have
skills. You’ve already done the hard learning.
Now you just need to relax and let your talent
take over.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The creative
juices will be flowing strong all around you today,
so why not take your problem to the whole team?
Brainstorming in a group will produce some of
the most fun you’ve had in a long time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Some peo-
ple will remain clueless even when handed the
clue. It’s important that you don’t take it person-
ally. Go where you feel the most appreciated.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). So many
rely on you that you are very seldom at the
center of your day. However, you can and should
make yourself the center of an hour or two. You
deserve it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Whoever said
two things cannot occupy the same space at the
same time hasn’t seen your family at work. A
loved one will defy the laws of physics and get
very much in your space. You couldn’t be hap-
pier about it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You don’t know
what you have, and that’s some of the beauty of
having it. You’re not self-conscious. You’re giving
in ways you don’t understand. It’s messy and
wonderful.
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