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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My wife and I are in our
60s and have been married more than 40 years.
It hasn’t always been great, but we’ve made
it.

Recently, while going
through some old boxes in the
basement, I ran across her
diary and discovered that she
had an affair while we were
engaged.

This has left me depressed,
hurt and feeling very down.
Should I confront her with my
findings? — Hurting in Ohio

Dear Hurting: If you feel
the need to bring this up after
40 years, rather than let it fes-
ter and ruin the next 40, tell your wife what
you have found. However, before you do that,
remember diaries are supposed to be private,
and you will have to explain why you took
it upon yourself to read something that was
never meant for you to see.

Dear Abby: I’m a 41-year-old mother of
three. I was raised in a good household, but we

didn’t have a lot of love.
My folks were strict, straight to the point

and good providers, but I don’t remember
many hugs and kisses, or moments of real
expressions of emotion or intimacy between
them.

Now I realize I am the same way with my
kids. I’m very matter of fact, strict and too
serious. I love my children more than life
itself.

But how do I become more loving? I don’t
know how to play or be silly. My hubby tells
me it bothers him sometimes when he’s trying
to tell me how much he loves me and I make a
joke or say something acerbic.

The problem is, my daughter is 9 and she
is turning into me and my mother. She’s not
frivolous, like a little girl should be.

She’s serious, studious and almost cold in
her assessment of everyone around her. It
worries me.

How do I combat this? How do I change
myself so I can help change her, before it’s too
late? — Bad Role Model in Missouri

Dear Bad Role Model: You have already
taken the first step by recognizing the pattern

that is being repeated.
Another step in the right direction

would be to discuss your discomfort with
expressing emotion with a licensed therapist,
because it has affected not only your daughter
but also your relationship with your hus-
band.

While a therapist may not be able to help
you “be silly,” a good one can offer suggestions
on how to become more playful and communi-
cate your feelings more openly.

However, I would caution you about one
thing you said in your letter. Not all 9-year-
olds are “frivolous.”

Many of them are serious and studious
and that’s a plus. If she “judges” contem-
poraries to the point of being sarcastic or
cruel, she should be corrected before she’s
perceived as a bully or turns herself into an
outcast.

I have always abided by the philosophy that
if you think something nice about someone
else, you should share it. You might suggest
that to her.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Things do not
always run smoothly for you, but today they run
right. You’ll be glad about how it all shakes out.
The important part is that you keep believing in
the benevolent process of life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You can’t plan
your own delight — it will happen by surprise.
You can, however, put yourself in
circumstances in which you are
more likely to be surprised.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ve set your sights on a lofty
destination. Too lofty? No. If your
wings can take you there, then it’s
not too high for you. You’ll handle
this one wing-flap at a time.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). In
a sense, you feel that life is scold-
ing you. It’s not. It’s just caring for
you the way a good parent does, trying to correct
you when you stray slightly from the path.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Mostly the best things
are made slowly and painfully. If that’s how you
feel your “thing” is being made, count yourself
among the fortunate. This is going to turn out
well for you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Find a new model.
The one you’re chasing isn’t worthy. Whether
this is business or personal, the answer is the
same. You’re bringing something unique, and a
generic model is never going to encompass all
you can do.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The good thing
about connecting with people from your past is
that they knew you before these trials and victo-
ries shaped you. They help you to meet yourself
as you were, which will be interesting for you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Anyone who
thinks it’s so easy to sell out isn’t in touch with
sales in general. It’s rarely easy to make a sale.
There’s work that goes into finding the right
product for the market. You’ll do the work and
win.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The per-
son who dares to alter the power balance in rela-
tionships must be brave, indeed. People hate this.
Maybe change is necessary, and if so, go carefully.
A power balance is nothing to take lightly.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It will feel
like you don’t have any control over the flow of
ideas today, and maybe you don’t. The quality of
the idea will make itself known over time. For
now, it’s enough just to keep track. Document
your mind.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Those who buy
tickets to the circus should not be too surprised
to find themselves interacting with clowns. This
is the day to sit back and enjoy the entertain-
ment.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your tone will
make or break your argument today. Strong mes-
sages are best sent with dulcet tones, and weak
messages can be made more interesting with
emphasis.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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