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Dear Abby: I have been married to my soul
mate for 25 years. We get along great — she’s
my best friend and a good mother to our three
kids. (She takes care of my mom who lives
with us, too.) The only prob-
lem is, she loves to sleep.

She will do anything for us
except wake up a few hours
early without being mad at
the world.

She gets our kids off to
school with no problem, but
then returns to bed. I run a
small construction company
and need someone to answer
the phones and do secretary
stuff.

Our books are a mess, the
house is decent, but she won’t let me hire a
part-time secretary.

She gets up at noon and spends the rest of
the day “catching up.” It’s driving a wedge in
our marriage.

My friends and their wives do things togeth-
er on weekends, but not mine. She sleeps until
2 or 3 p.m. on the weekends.

I work a lot of Saturdays, and when I go to

customers’ homes and see the wife outside
gardening, it breaks my heart.

I have threatened to leave, and she works on
it for a couple days and then falls back into the
same old habits. Help! — Hurting Husband in
California

Dear Husband: Not everyone requires the
same amount of sleep in order to function.
Some folks may be fine with five hours, but
others need eight, nine or even 10. If your wife
needs more than that, there may be an under-
lying problem of some kind that she should
discuss with her doctor.

In marriage there needs to be compromise.
If you are experiencing stress because you
don’t have enough help in your business, then
you need to hire someone because your wife is
already doing all she can taking care of three
kids and your mother. And you shouldn’t need
her permission.

Dear Abby: At a pool party recently, I
complimented another woman on her “good
figure” (she was wearing a bikini and looked
great in it), but I was told later by a different
woman who had been there how “hurtful” my

compliment had been to everyone else present
because I complimented only the bikini-wear-
ing woman.

I felt coerced into apologizing to the second
woman for not offering a compliment of some
kind to everyone else at the party — which
seems artificial and unnecessary (actually
stupid) to me.

The woman looking for the apology left me
feeling steamed, and now I’m thinking that
maybe I apologized for something I didn’t
need to. Is it true that you shouldn’t compli-
ment one person if you can’t manage to do the
same for everyone else present? — Pool Party
Compliment

Dear P.P.C.: No, it’s not. I have never heard
of that rule of etiquette. Following her logic,
you would be compelled to compliment every
male at an event if you told one that the tie or
shirt he was wearing was nice. I suspect the
woman was less hurt than jealous, and I doubt
the other women at the pool party were paying
much attention to what you said.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You don’t need
it; it’s dragging you down. And yet, there’s an
inexplicable attachment going on that makes
it difficult for you to cut ties. So, stop trying to
explain it and cut anyway. This is a case of addi-
tion by subtraction.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you had the
power to change the world in any
way, how would it change? You’re
learning that you have more power
than you think. Fantasize along
these lines and then dial it down to
the action you can take today.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). If
it weren’t for you, a certain item on
the list wouldn’t get done. You’re
the only one who is both respon-
sible and capable enough to accom-
plish this. Is it perhaps time you
trained a replacement?

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your open-heart-
ed ways leave you vulnerable, and you’ll quickly
learn that this is a good thing today, as mutual
attractions and reciprocal intentions make you
richer in joy and dollars.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Trying to convince
someone of your rightness will be a waste of
time. You’re better off moving along to find the
person who already accepts that you know what
you’re talking about.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re well-con-
sidered, and this will be apparent when what
people are saying about you gets back to you. You
don’t put tons of stock in the opinions of others,

and yet you realize that a good reputation is a
cherished possession.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It takes discipline
to flow attention toward the things and people
you know are most important to the situation
when such attractive distractions are being stra-
tegically thrown in your path. This is a test!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). First you were
trying to get someone’s attention, but now that
you’ve achieved what you set out to do, you could
care less. With nothing to prove and no one to
prove it to, you’ll move with what moves you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Offering
advice makes the conversation about you. No
matter how good your advice may be (and yours
would be exceptional) a listening ear is still the
best thing you could offer.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Because
you’re mentally and physically going at a faster
pace than 90 percent of the population today, the
urge to interrupt will come often. However, the
right time to interrupt is never.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Even though
you accept the people around you just as they
are, you tend to be extremely hard on yourself.
There’s something you’re trying to achieve, and
until you rise to the occasion, you can’t seem to
let up on yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s as though
you’ve been growing this sense of purpose inside
you and it’s suddenly become so strong as to drive
your whole being. It’s always been there, but in
its seedling form the world didn’t notice like they
will today.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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