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Dear Abby: I am 44 and my husband of 20
years is 48. On a recent second honeymoon
trip to Sweden, I became pregnant. We already
have two beautiful, intelligent daughters, 17
and 14. One started university
this fall while the other’s a
high school sophomore.

My problem is not so much
the high-risk pregnancy, but
rather that both of my girls
strongly oppose the idea of
us keeping the baby. Not only
were they not thrilled when I
broke the news to them, but
they also cried.

My younger daughter
doesn’t like change and thinks
having a sibling will disrupt
our life. My older girl said she is glad she will
be at the university so she won’t have to have
anything to do with the baby.

I am deeply hurt by their reactions. I need
help to talk to them. Please give me some
advice. — Expecting in Canada

Dear Expecting: Far more important than
how your immature and self-centered daugh-

ters feel about your pregnancy is how you
and your husband feel about it. Teenagers
don’t like to consider their parents as sexual
beings, which may be part of the reason for
their reaction.

Not knowing your girls, I’m not sure what
they need to hear other than you love them
and hope at some point they will become
mature enough to accept the situation. But
do not allow them to put you on the defensive.
You don’t owe them an apology. As a matter of
fact, they owe you and their father one.

Dear Abby: My mother-in-law was in a car
accident a few months ago and her car was
totaled. Since then, my husband takes her food
shopping and wherever else she has to go. She
has made no effort to buy a new car. She’s con-
tent with calling him for every need.

She wasn’t injured and she isn’t disabled. If
she doesn’t want to do something, her excuse
is, “I’m an old lady. I can’t do it.” It’s annoying.
She doesn’t come visit or call to check on us.
She makes us feel like our family has to do
everything for her — while she claims she’s
“independent.”

This has been an issue for a while and I’m

sick of it. I suggested she do her grocery shop-
ping online and have it delivered to her house.
Once again, she gave the same excuse.

I think she needs a man so I can have my
husband back. What do you think? — Over It
in Philadelphia

Dear Over It: From the tone of your last
remark it’s clear you and your mother-in-
law aren’t close and probably never were.
Philadelphia has a very large transit system.
Surely there is alternate transportation for her
— buses, taxis, Uber and Lyft come to mind. If
she was so traumatized by the accident that
she’s afraid to get behind the wheel again, she
may need a therapist to overcome it.

Whatever the reason, this won’t stop until
you and your husband quit enabling her. Give
her a list of what’s available and “suggest” she
use it the next time she calls wanting a ride. If
she needs groceries, offer to order them online
for her yourself if she isn’t computer literate.
And your husband should also offer to help
her find a new car.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A fairytale qual-
ity touches today’s situation. There is no happily
ever after, but the promise of a series of days in
varying degrees of happiness makes a pretty
good ending, too.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Just because
they are talking about it doesn’t mean they
are really interested in it. To get
to know the people you’re with,
you’ll have to rise above the social
constraints.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The thing that gets you out of the
house and talking to people will be
your luckiest activity today, even
if it happens to also be grueling
work. Casual conversations build
relationships. Relationships build
your future.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The light of
wisdom cannot get into a heart that has never
been broken. The cracks are what make illu-
mination possible. Wisdom may not make you
feel better now, but it will help you make better
choices later.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Get the feeling that
you’re being watched? It’s probably your admir-
er, your boss, or it could just be the dog. (With all
dogs see, sometimes you think it’s a good thing
they don’t speak your language.)

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In order to see,
sometimes it’s best to open your eyes; other times

it’s best to close them. Every sense you have will
inform you today, but none will be so keen as
your sixth sense.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Money, power, gov-
ernment, relationships, responsibilities — all of
these things could affect your freedom, but none
of them has to. If you can do what you want to
do, you’re free.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The reason they
see you doing it and then immediately want to
do it, too, is because you make it look so easy.
Making it look easy is the definition of being
good at it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Nothing
gets done unless you put the hours in. Your
willingness to put the hours in is your success
key. In fact, nothing will contribute more to your
success than your adherence to a schedule.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). One crucial
element to your work will be how you incorpo-
rate or ignore feedback. Let down your defenses
and go into learning mode. They don’t have to be
totally right to have a point.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You feel like
you’re in an arm wrestling match with fate. This
is a contest you don’t want to win. If you win,
you’ll never know the glories that fate had in
mind for you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As you quest for
new experience, consider spending less energy
on it. Maybe new experience doesn’t have to be
quested after. In fact, you’re having one now.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Mom’s pregnancy not pleasant for girls
Bangor Daily News, Tuesday, September 8, 2015 D5


