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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: At what point does a parent
no longer have the right to know who their
child’s friends are?

I have three grown daughters, all on their
own, living on the other side
of the country. During a recent
visit home for their grand-
mother’s birthday, I asked
each of them to give me all of
their friends’ phone numbers,
in case I couldn’t reach them. I
also wanted to know who they
were exactly, how well they
knew them, etc. I was simply
thinking of their safety.

Abby, all three of them told
me NO! They said they are
grown women and can take
care of themselves, and if they didn’t want
to answer their phone when I called, I sure as
heck didn’t need to be pestering their friends.

They say that we (their dad and I) no
longer have the right to “dictate” who they
are friends with. I say I’m their mother and
I will ALWAYS have the right to know who
they are friends with. I would appreciate your
thoughts. — Renee in Oregon

Dear Renee: I agree that you are their
mother, but you are not your daughters’ parole
officer. They are self-supporting, self-sufficient
adults. Perhaps if you were less overbear-
ing, your daughters would be living closer,
would answer their phones more often and
would open up to you about their friendships.
Frankly, I think you should apologize for giv-
ing them such a heavy-handed third degree.

Dear Abby: My wife and I had dinner
with some other couples at an elegant, white
linen tablecloth restaurant. After the meals
were brought to the table, someone said, “We
need to pray.” In this quiet, candlelit setting,
a “Bless us, oh Lord ...” was spoken aloud by
most of the people in our party, causing heads
to turn. I was embarrassed.

Please understand, we are religious and we
pray aloud in church, but not in restaurants.
I have seen people bow their heads and pray
privately, which seems more appropriate. Is
there a rule of etiquette about praying in a
restaurant? — Silently Praying for Advice

Dear Silently Praying: Yes, there is. In
restaurants, praying should be done quiet-

ly and inconspicuously to avoid distracting
other diners.

Dear Abby: I love my friends and enjoy
going out to dinner, and attending plays and
movies with them. However, something really
annoys me. My husband and I are usually
early, and when we go to the movies, our
friends ask us to pick up the tickets if we
arrive first. After the movie we’ll grab a bite to
eat and at the end of the evening say goodbye.

The question is, how do we ask them for the
money we laid out for the tickets if they forget
to offer it? This has happened three times with
different friends and we’re out the money.
— Annoyed in Teaneck

Dear Annoyed: There are a couple of
ways to do it: As you hand the tickets over,
you might say, “That’ll be $20, please.” But
if that’s uncomfortable for you, the following
day, you or your husband should call these
“forgetful” friends and ask them to send you
a check.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll sense
what people need most, and if you can provide
for those needs, you will (regardless of what’s
in it for you). Compassion pours through your
hands, eyes and spirit.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There are people
around you who know but won’t say what they
know. Maybe it’s out of modesty;
maybe it’s out of fear. The ques-
tion becomes: How badly do you
need the information?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When people believe that you’re
fantastic at your job, they will
give you more work. Some of the
results you’ll get have to do with
flash, but mostly this is about you
putting in the hours it takes to get
good.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). What if the
hierarchy is fictional? The cosmic gift of the day
will be the ability to test this premise by poking
around the situation without ruffling too many
feathers.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Love is being there
for someone. If you can’t be there, love is com-
munication of your sincere desire to help in
whatever way you can. If you can’t communi-
cate, love is a prayer.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You try to see it
from the other person’s point of view, but that’s
tough for you today because your own vantage

is so stellar. It will feel like giving up front-row
tickets to the concert of life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If you’re not so
sure you love what’s coming your way now,
consider carefully what you’re putting out. For
as long as you keep providing, they will keep
coming back.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In every rela-
tionship, at any given moment, there is a selfish
and an unselfish partner. Accepting the natural
push-pull of love means taking your turn at self-
ish. Let others delight you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your
heart’s desire is in peril today. You may be able to
rescue it by taking a heroic risk. Sometimes the
most heroic thing you can do is speak the truth
out loud.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The people
around you are invested in a certain way of
doing things that will be very difficult to change.
You’ll have to really sell your solution, namely
because the others may not have noticed there
was even a problem.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Everyone
would be better off to follow your lead — the
question is how much better off. If you can con-
vince them that life will be 10 times easier than
the status quo, they will be in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Different people
are influenced in different ways. Some respond
to prizes; others, to the threat of loss. Your talent
of the day is finding the exact trigger.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Adult daughters resist mom’s demands
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