
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: Last year I gave my new (at
that time) girlfriend, “Alyssa,” a pair of ear-
rings for her birthday. She loved them and
became emotional in expressing her gratitude.
I thought it was because it was
the first piece of jewelry I had
ever bought for her.

When she opened the box
I explained that they were
her birthstone — sapphires
— but WHITE sapphires. In
her excitement she must have
missed that part.

Yesterday I overheard my
granddaughter ask Alyssa if
they were real diamonds, and
Alyssa told her yes!

I kept my mouth shut when
she said it, but now I understand why she was
so excited when she first saw them. She cher-
ishes the earrings and has told me numerous
times she will never take them off.

I want to make this right, but I’m afraid
she’ll feel embarrassed because she must have
told her girlfriends and family I gave her dia-
mond earrings — which I didn’t. Abby, what
do I do? — Loving Boyfriend in Virginia

Dear Boyfriend: You should straighten
this out with your girlfriend, but do it pri-
vately. After that, let her disclose the fact that
her diamond earrings are really sapphires at
her discretion — or not.

Dear Abby: My husband’s daughter and
her husband are in their early 40s. When they
invite us to visit them, there is never any prep-
aration or advance planning. They provide no
clean sheets or towels. If they order out, they
expect us to pay.

When they visit us, they leave beer cans
in the bookcases, devour all snacks without
asking, etc. Their house smells strongly of
pet odors. If we opt to stay in a hotel, they are
offended.

Every occasion revolves around drinking
alcohol, and lots of it. I’ll have one drink, so
they won’t say I am uptight and feel uncom-
fortable around me.

My husband is intimidated by his strong-
willed daughter, and wishes this just would
all go away.

There have been many, many more inci-
dents and overall generally narcissistic and
rude behavior. My husband wants a relation-

ship with his daughter. What to do? — Just
Wants To Relax

Dear Just Wants: You either grin and bear
it — and that includes laundering your own
sheets and towels when you visit — or send
your husband to visit his daughter alone.

Dear Abby: A very good friend of mine
had a facelift. I’m out of the country, so I have
only seen pictures of her. I don’t think it looks
good at all. It looks fake and, in my opinion,
has ruined her looks.

What should I say when I see her or when
she asks me directly what I think of it? I hate
to lie, but I don’t want to hurt her feelings.
— Honest Friend

Dear Honest: Sometimes people can be
“too” honest, so be diplomatic if you are asked
directly. Tell her you always thought she was
beautiful — inside and out — and thought she
looked great before, but if she’s happy with
the result, that’s what’s important.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The outsider
sees what the insider is blind to. The only prob-
lem is that the outsider generally doesn’t talk
about it to the insider’s face — that is, unless
asked directly. Do you dare?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It’s time to calm
that chaotic mind. It starts by releasing a few pre-
occupations that have you men-
tally whirling. If you want a short-
cut, try cleaning, exercise or going
to that environment you love.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Small steps lead to big things.
Today’s small step will include
exchanging a first greeting with
someone who will change your
entire future. Be ready to intro-
duce yourself.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Regarding this afternoon’s happening: It feels
as though there is but one way to react. Wrong.
There are always more choices than one. Detach
yourself emotionally for a moment to think of
more.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Frustration is like an
intense spice. A pinch of it can make the recipe.
Too much ruins everything. Let the energy of
frustration inform and ignite you, but only for
a second. Feel it and then walk away to cool off
for a while.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Science is often
corrupted by wishful thinking, and wishful

thinking is often corrupted by science. Where
the two meet and harmonize is poetry.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You shouldn’t have
to ask, demand or beg your loved ones to listen to
you carefully. Unfortunately, some are too selfish
or distracted to realize this. Don’t take it person-
ally, but do kindly bring up the issue.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The group-think
is strong. It goes against basic survival instincts
to break free of it, though something inside you
may tell you that escaping tribal mentality is
right for you now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Someone
claims to have remembered all you forgot, but
that person recalls it so differently that it makes
you want to keep better records. That’s not a bad
idea, because there’s a lot coming up that you’ll
want to remember.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Reclaim sov-
ereignty over your body. Let no trainer, person,
substance or chocolate cake boss you around. If
it feels wrong in every limb, don’t do it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The place is
new to you, and yet the people there see it every
day. They are bored of it. The only thing that
makes it exciting is seeing it for the first time
through your eyes. Share your impressions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Think twice
before you suggest improvements, give criticism,
go another round, trade up or make changes of
any kind today. “Better” can be the enemy of
“good enough.”

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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