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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am 23, married for four
years and have three children. My wife and I
have always had strong sex drives. I recently
accepted a dream job that pays very well. On
the downside, I work 12 to 14
hours a day, and by the time I
get home I’m exhausted.

I love my wife very much
and want to meet her needs,
but she wants sex every night.
I’m afraid if I tell her I have
to save my energy for my
job, it will cause problems.
How can I get around this?
— Overworked in Arkansas

Dear Overworked: The
shortest path to a goal is a
direct line.

One thing more important in a marriage
than sex is communication. Talk to your wife.
If you don’t, she may think that after three
children you find her less attractive.

Sex is most satisfying when both partners
enjoy it. To some women, their standard of
living is at least as important as frequent sex.

It’s time to find out if the woman you married
is one of them. (If she’s not, you may have to
change jobs.)

Dear Abby: How do I tell my ex I no longer
want to baby-sit her son? The boy is not mine.
When we lived together she found a job, and I
told her I would watch her son on weekends
while she was working.

I moved out of the apartment we shared a
year ago. Between working nights at my job
and her son having special needs and requir-
ing full-time attention, I’m exhausted and
losing patience. Is there a graceful way to bow
out? — Getting Stressed Out in Virginia

Dear Getting Stressed: Probably not.
However, because you feel the responsibil-
ity has become more than you are able to
handle, you need to tell your ex she needs to
make other arrangements for a sitter for her
son.

Because your relationship with her ended
a year ago, I doubt she’ll be surprised. But
do not expect her to welcome the news or like
it.

Dear Abby: I can’t wait until election sea-
son is over. One side of my family is liberal;
the other side is conservative.

At my request, they don’t argue when
we are all together. There are occasional dis-
agreements, but fortunately, they never esca-
late.

The problem is, when I spend time with
any of them separately I am lectured nonstop
about the “evils” of the other side. They don’t
quit. I just want to scream, “Shut up! Shut up!
I don’t care!”

I am at the point that I no longer want to
vote. I don’t know what to do. There’s no way I
can avoid my family completely. Please advise.
— “Shut Up!” in New Mexico

Dear S.U.: Please don’t allow your family
drama to stop YOU from voting. Try this: The
next time your relatives inject politics into
the conversation, smile, look them in the eye
and say, “Let’s talk about something pleasant,
shall we?” and change the subject.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll give
your word, and then you’ll keep it. It’s amaz-
ing how hard you can work and what marvels
you can come up with when you put your mind
to it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ve budgeted
correctly, but it’s the unforeseen expenses that
get you. Build that into your plan
and your life will have an ease to it
that few ever get to experience.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You may find yourself focusing
to the point of absurdity. You’re
not overly serious; you’re just
serious enough. After all, you
didn’t get where you are by being
lackadaisical about your own suc-
cess.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You are the commander of your time. No one
else should have an exclusive contract on the
minutes you spend. You are a free agent, even if
there are people who need you and rely on you.
Take back your schedule.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). As for the people who
intrigue you, assume there is a good reason. Do
you really need any more of an excuse to get to
know a person better? Your curiosity is all the
invitation you need.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Get the small
details right and you’ll be in. When you know
the combination to unlock the door, the pass-

word to get into the system and the name of the
person you’re dealing with, you’re golden!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Establish order.
Whether it’s a messy little corner of a room or a
wild social dynamic, you’ll do well to get it under
control now. This reorganization effort will revi-
talize your whole scene.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Because you
speak well of your peers (even when some of
them do not speak well of each other) you’ll earn
the respect and trust of all you interact with.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If you
need to justify your feelings with logic, there
will always be a way and a reason. Sometimes
a feeling is just a feeling, though. Today your
mood comes first and your justification for it is
secondary.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). As for those
friends of yours who seem to have far more
free time than you have — it’s not because their
responsibilities are fewer. It’s just because they
deal with them differently.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your diplo-
macy will save someone from hurt. You can’t be
an emotional shield to all, but you can make life
a little better for some, and that will mean a lot
to the ones who are close to you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re the gra-
cious star who knows when to let someone else
have the chance to shine. You might steal the
spotlight, but you won’t hog it. Tonight: Friends
compete for your attention.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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