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Dear Abby: Your advice to “Poor Birth
Mother in Georgia” on June 12 — “Because
the college loan agreement with your daugh-
ter was verbal and wasn’t put in writing, you
don’t have a legal means to
force her to assume the loan
payments” — was wrong!

Verbal agreements are
enforced if they can be proven
to be true. Even if the daugh-
ter didn’t promise to make
the payments, she may be
held liable for them because
money provided for the ben-
efit of another gives rise to an
implied and enforceable obli-
gation to repay it.

If the statute of limitations
has not run out, I think she’s got a pretty good
case. Whether it’s economically feasible is
another issue, as is the wisdom of getting into
litigation with one’s daughter.

Check with your own attorney. You made
a mistake that you should correct. If you are
a lawyer, you should have known better; if
you’re NOT a lawyer, you should avoid giving
legal advice. — Attorney in Palm Desert, Calif.

Dear Palm Desert: You are not the only
lawyer to say that. Attorneys nationwide
wrote to point it out, and I apologize for that
answer. Although I did consult an attorney
who said my answer was correct, it appears
we were both wrong. Read on:

Dear Abby: Under Georgia law, ORAL
agreements are enforceable. That mother could
bring a lawsuit against her daughter to repay
the loan. A famous Georgia case involved Ted
Turner, who was sued for $281 million based
on an oral agreement. A Georgia court upheld
the agreement, and Turner had to pay the $281
million. — San Francisco Attorney

Dear Abby: Although the agreement “Poor
Birth Mother” had with her daughter was an
oral one, there may be some documentation,
albeit peripheral: email, notes, birthday cards,
thank-you cards. Also, the college application
and financial disclosure form may say “loan
from mother” as anticipated expense pay-
ment. — Marietta, Ga., Reader

Dear Abby: Just the THREAT of a lawsuit
may bring the daughter around. Lawsuits,

sad to say, have enormous blackmail value;
the cost to defend them is so high that people
settle.

I’m a magna cum laude graduate and for-
mer officer of Harvard Law School, and for a
few years of my misspent youth, a professor at
the Northwestern University School of Law. If
I were licensed in Georgia, I’d represent her,
probably for free (lawyers do such things).
— Attorney in Irving, Texas

Dear Abby: Tell the mother to consult
her local bar association and ask if it has a
pro bono (free) hotline or clinic to advise her.
— Texas Lawyer

Dear Abby: Have her contact Georgia’s
Division of Aging and speak to Adult
Protective Services.

Among the things it deals with is elder
abuse, which includes physical, emotional
and sexual abuse, neglect by a caregiver, self-
neglect and financial exploitation. — Reader
in Georgia

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’re not in
the mood for a lecture about listening to your
heart, making empowered choices, yada, yada,
and so let’s get to the point. Just say no. Why
vacillate and waste everyone’s time, especially
yours? A fast no is best.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you compete
with a partner, you’ll either lose
for winning, or lose for losing.
Take your competitive spirit else-
where, however, and you’ll enjoy a
good game.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Saying the right thing at the
right time is child’s play for you.
Here’s the real challenge: Can you
say nothing in the moment that
tempts you to state the juicy truth
of the matter? You can! (But it
takes superhuman good taste.)

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You have super-
powers of recollection. Your imagination pro-
vides the booster that fuels your journey to a
pleasant past moment. This journey will impact
your decisions going forward.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your resistance to an
idea could be a sign that the idea is one to explore
further. You wouldn’t have such a strong reaction
if there weren’t something to dispel or embrace
in this.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You feel an urgent
need to do more than you have done in the past.

Perhaps this is because someone needs proof
that you care. More likely it has to do with gath-
ering evidence of improvement.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It’s nice that some-
one cares enough to present things to you in a
positive light. However, right now you want the
straight story. The one who can cut to the chase
will win your vote.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Don’t concern
yourself with the thoughts of another. You’ll
never really know. Also, it doesn’t matter as
much as you fear. Thoughts are like tumbleweeds
drifting by. Another moment, and they’re gone.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A problem
shared should be a problem halved, not a problem
doubled. Much depends on with whom you’re
sharing it. If you team with someone prone to
drama, you’ll get what you signed up for.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). No experi-
ence on the matter? No worries. Your very loose-
ly related experiences will be close enough. The
important thing is that you have the confidence
to confront things head-on.

AQUARIUS(Jan.20-Feb.18).You’resoobser-
vant. Who needs to know what you’ve observed?
Not everyone. Be strategic. There are things that
people around you aren’t quite ready for.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There’s a good
chance the situation at hand isn’t as complicated
as you’re making it. There are challenges, but
this isn’t one of them. Solve it fast, and a much
more worthy endeavor will present itself.
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