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Dear Abby: My daughter and son-in-law
are both in the military. Currently her hus-
band is stationed elsewhere. They have a
6-month-old daughter, and I’m staying with
her to help her out for now. I
have a gut feeling that she is
cheating.

Do I have the right to ask
her? — Worried Mother in
California

Dear Worried: Of course
you do — that’s what mothers
are for. You also have the right
as her mother to point out
that if it’s true, what the con-
sequences of her fling may be
when her husband returns.

When you talk to her, try not come across as
judgmental as much as concerned, and be pre-
pared to do a lot of listening, because people
don’t usually start affairs for no reason.

Dear Abby: I’m fairly certain that you have
never heard this one before, but I am a slob.
It’s embarrassing, but it is what it is.

I’m working on it, but I’m nearly 70, so

major change is unlikely.
I suspect a friend of mine used my hidden

key and came into my house to clean for me
on my birthday while I was out to dinner with
my children.

She meant well, but I have asked her repeat-
edly not to help me. She simply refuses to lis-
ten to what she doesn’t want to hear. She says
she cleans because it’s a stress reliever for her,
but it just makes me feel more stressed.

Needless to say, I have taken in all of my
hidden keys. I am frustrated by her actions
and feel violated, not honored. Honestly, I am
just embarrassed.

I haven’t been feeling well for a while, so the
house was particularly messy. I suspect she’s
waiting for me to acknowledge her “thought-
fulness.”

Abby, please tell your readers that “helping
a friend” is NO HELP if it isn’t welcome. I feel
what she did was stubborn and selfish since
it was what she wanted to do — not what I
wanted. I’m a big girl, and I can ask for help if
I want it. — Frustrated in the West

Dear Frustrated: I feel for you, but the
person who needs to receive that message is

the person who has been doing this “for” you
over your objections.

Are you absolutely sure that it’s this friend
who’s doing it and not some other well-mean-
ing person — a relative, perhaps? If you are
certain, then deliver the message with both
barrels.

What concerns me is your statement that
you have taken in your extra keys. That means
“someone” may have made an extra copy,
which would be not only a huge invasion of
privacy but also a security problem. If the
problem persists, have your locks changed.

Dear Abby: At what age is it acceptable
and appropriate for my daughters to move
out? — Wondering in Wichita

Dear Wondering: Many young adults live
with their parents today because they are bur-
dened with student loan debt and are unable
to find jobs. I think the logical time for them
to move out would be when they are able to
support themselves.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There’s some-
thing you want to tell a crowd today. If you can
build rapport with one person you can build rap-
port with many at one time. Use social media, a
soapbox or a mountaintop to tell your story.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You don’t mind
standing out in some way: In fact, you ben-
efit from it, even if said “way” is
a little bit controversial. Better to
raise a few eyebrows than to be
invisible.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Just because they love you doesn’t
mean they understand you. You
long for an intellectual connection,
but affection comes for different
reasons and from other directions.
It’s still pure and true.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Does it frustrate you to know there is nothing
you can do about the outcome? Hopefully, you can
find a way to let this liberate you instead. Trust
in the work you’ve already done. Watch to see
what grows.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Is this anticipation
or apprehension that you’re feeling? Maybe both,
but figure out the dominating emotion. If you’re
apprehensive, it means there’s still a little more
preparation to do before you make your move.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). No relationship
is all sunshine and rainbows. Hopefully, there is
quite a lot of sunshine and the occasional rain-

bow — but of course, such a phenomenon usually
occurs after a rainstorm.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You won’t find
friends today; they’ll find you. The people who
have a similar vibe to yours can feel you. They
can see your inner light, and they’ll want to claim
you for their own.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). People need con-
stant encouragement. You can’t just give out pats
on the back at the end. Most of them won’t even
make it there. Whatever your usual reward sys-
tem is, today you’ll need to triple it to see results.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Before you
make a big effort to demonstrate your love, take
measures to get reasonably sure that the gesture
is one that the other person is likely to see as
love.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Privacy is
a requirement of every relationship. Close rela-
tionships need even more of it. Instead of feeling
guilty about this, revel in your right to experi-
ences that are yours and yours alone.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re an
antennae for important information and especial-
ly helpful to those around you who have trouble
discerning that from the dreck. You’ll help all stay
on track with priorities.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). News feed clut-
ter abounds. You have to wonder about the people
who feel compelled to tell the whole world what a
fantastic time they are having with the loved ones
who are, presumably, within talking distance.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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