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Dear Abby: My mom recently separated
from her husband. They’re in the process of
getting divorced, and she is already talking to
another man. She has known him since high
school, but they only recently
reconnected again.

Last night they finally
decided to go out. She says
they’re “just friends,” but she
got home at 5:30 a.m., wasted.
She woke me 30 minutes before
work, then passed out in my
bed. I think she’s moving way
too fast. She isn’t a teenager
anymore, let alone divorced.
Am I wrong for being upset
with her? Or should I support
her? Help! — Embarrassed in
Texas

Dear Embarrassed: I don’t know how old
your mother is or how long she has been mar-
ried to the man she’s divorcing, but if she has
been out of the dating scene for any length of
time, you need to talk calmly with her and not
appear judgmental.

I’m concerned because she may have had

unprotected sexual contact with a person she
hasn’t seen since high school, and a lot could
have happened in his life since then. She
should not be intimate with ANYONE unless
she knows his sexual history and that he can’t
give her an STD.

Sometimes older adults forget that the same
rules that apply to younger adults apply to
them, too. So rather than judge your mother,
do discuss this with her without letting it
degenerate into an argument. If you approach
it this way, she may listen.

Dear Abby: My husband and I provide
day care for our 2-year-old granddaughter. We
have her three days a week and love spending
the time with her. However, when her mother
— our daughter — comes to pick her up, she
doesn’t leave right away. She “hangs out,” eats
with us, and still expects us to change the baby
or fix her dinner. Then, on the weekends, our
daughter will come over with her husband,
and we are once again on day care duty.

Our daughter seems to think that when she
is at our house, we are the baby sitters and she
can just plop herself on the couch and watch
TV. How do we tactfully tell her she needs to

take responsibility for her daughter when
they are at our house? — Tired Grandparents

Dear Tired Grandparents: How about
just saying what you have to say calmly, in
plain English? That’s what you and your hus-
band should have done the first time you felt
your daughter was taking advantage of you,
which she is. Do not be confrontational, just
firm when you tell her you’re off baby-sitting
duty, and it’s her job now.

Dear Abby: My second husband likes
to touch me often. He massages my back,
rubs my legs and runs his hands through my
hair. This is new for me. My first husband
never acted this way. I have been married to
Husband No. 2 for 15 months. Is this normal?
— Manhandled

Dear Manhandled: Yes, it’s normal. Many
women would consider you lucky to have a
spouse who is so affectionate. Different strokes
for different folks. Enjoy it while it lasts.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). If a picture
is worth a thousand words, a touch is worth a
million pictures. Make a physical connection
wherever possible. There’s magic in your touch
— a hug, a squeeze of the hand. It could even
save a life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). More than
chemistry, habits are what make
people close or distant from one
another. Habits are paths. Similar
habits; adjacent paths. Different
habits; divergent paths.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Dogs and children are much more
charming (or annoying) to outsid-
ers than is experienced by the ones
to whom they belong. This thought
will be exemplified in your day.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
It’s always nice to get answers you can apply;
however, don’t be discouraged by today’s non-
sense. It may be outside of reason and beyond
logic, but there’s something you can use in the
madness of creative thought.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). When you try to come
up with the answer and you draw a blank, throw
it out. If you can’t throw it out, carry it out, kick
it out or spit it out. A blank isn’t a nothing. It’s a
something, and it can be tossed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you let it hap-
pen, there’s some exciting youthful energy and
joyous abandon that will fit perfectly between the

blocks of your very diligent, structured, produc-
tive plans for the day.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Sharing and con-
necting — they always feel good. So why does the
idea of talking make you so nervous sometimes?
Why do you go out of your way to avoid it? Don’t
worry. Nobody really likes it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll bounce
between the many different ways to show your
love: getting involved, staying out of the way,
erecting a safety net, blazing the trail, hanging
back to assist the stragglers...

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If you’d
like to see what the sky will look like a million
years from now, there’s an app for that. But no
one can predict what you’ll be like five minutes
from now, because you’re alive with choice in
every moment.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your day
will be chock-full of contradiction, to the extent
that you’ll take a break from your hard stances,
deep beliefs and firmly held rules. What if both
sides of the argument are true?

AQUARIUS(Jan.20-Feb.18).Youcouldcome
to find out that a friendship had more limitations
and relied more on favorable circumstances than
you once would have thought. You learned. You
can still look back with fondness.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Today’s project
will demand many of your skills. The one that
will stand out the most: sales. Your natural
warmth does half of the work for you.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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