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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I have a friend whose 11-
year-old grandson stays overnight with her
sometimes on the weekends. She has only one
bedroom, and I’m concerned because he still
sleeps with her in the same
bed.

I have mentioned it to her
many times, and she says
there is nothing wrong with
it. I even purchased a nice air
mattress, very easy to inflate,
which she accepted but doesn’t
use.

I’m upset by this situation.
I know she sometimes sleeps
in revealing night clothes,
although I don’t know if she
does when her grandson is
there.

I find this sick and twisted. I am counting
on you to set my friend straight and save this
young boy from future turmoil. — Protective
in Washington

Dear Protective: There is an old French
saying that approximately translates, “Evil be
he who thinks evil of it.”

I see nothing sick or twisted about a boy
who occasionally stays with his grandma and
shares her bed, particularly if that’s the way
it has always been.

When he grows so big that the bed becomes
too crowded for his comfort, I’m sure he’ll let
Granny know.

Ultimately, the boy’s parents are the ones
responsible for his safety. It’s likely they know
about and approve of the sleeping arrange-
ments.

Dear Abby: With online dating becoming
popular with older people, I have a question.

Most of us who were married for a number
of years and had a good mate learned a lot
about how to make life exciting and are expe-
rienced about sex.

When we meet someone online and start
to become involved, how and when would it
be the right time to bring up the subject of
sex?

For those of us in our later years, sex is
usually different than when we were 35. Then
there’s the subject of STDs. Can we bring that
up? In rural and small towns, older women,
unlike younger women, are shy about talking

about sex. When we start to get serious with
someone, shouldn’t we find out what they are
willing to do and what they won’t? — Looking
Ahead in North Carolina

Dear Looking Ahead: Your letter will be
of interest to anyone who has been out of the
dating scene for a long time. The subject of
sex should be addressed once you are com-
fortable with a person and there is a mutual
attraction.

Both people’s sexual histories should be
talked about before you “do the deed.” (If you
can’t talk about it, then you shouldn’t do it.)
When it does happen, insist that protection
is used.

Too often people assume that because
there’s snow on the roof that there isn’t fire
in the furnace.

News flash: Older folks can and do have
active sex lives. So if you’re going to “play,” be
prudent. Some seniors have been shocked to
learn they were infected with an STD because
they assumed their partner was safe.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Stop trying
to find a proven model on which to base your
project. You’re too unique. The existing models
won’t do you justice. This is your chance to be
inventive.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You learn when
you win; you learn even more when you lose.
Therefore, you’re not even sure
what you should hope for today.
You can’t go wrong just hoping for
the best.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
That friend who facilitates ratio-
nal, methodical, solution-focused
talk is a gem. Call on this person
as you try to work out the details
of a knotty problem. You’ll be bet-
ter together.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The confident person works to become stronger,
while the under-confident person accepts the
current level and doubts that it can be main-
tained over time. If you’re not feeling confident,
pretend. Pretending will make it so.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Everyone in your
group is doing the same thing, but not everyone
can do well as long as this is the case. Diversify.
Suddenly the ones who used to be your competi-
tion will become supporters.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Let go, and it all
gets done. Maybe it doesn’t come together exactly
the way you wanted it to, but that might be a good

thing. At some point, you have to start develop-
ing and trusting the strength of your group.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The cosmic oppor-
tunities will include a chance at more profitable
dealings. You have reasons, other than financial,
for doing business. Lead with these reasons and
your high integrity, and you can’t lose.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When the others
in your group can’t come to a collective decision,
consider whether it’s time to branch out alone.
Decisive action completed in a timely manner is
what it will take to move forward.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Trying to
do everything at once will only squander your
energy. You have plenty now. If you place it well,
it will build momentum. Place it poorly, and you
won’t believe how quickly it can drain.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It would be
nice to get some formal training for that interest
of yours, if only for the feeling of accomplish-
ment that comes with checking off all the items
you learned along the way.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your friends
only understand what you’ve told them about
yourself through your words and actions. You
might consider presenting yourself differently
in order to show a new side.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Good relation-
ships can’t be forced or manufactured. They are
the product of exchanges of energy that make
sense for each person. Reciprocity is different
for everyone.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Friend’s sleepovers alarming to reader
Bangor Daily News, Tuesday, October 6, 2015 D5


