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Dear Abby: I am happily married to a
great man. I have a young daughter from a
previous marriage, and my husband has two
teenagers, a boy and girl, from a prior mar-
riage.

Like many blended fami-
lies, we have our struggles, but
one is becoming increasingly
difficult to deal with.

I don’t know how to put
this tastefully, but I’ll state it
this way: My stepchildren are
“too close,” if you know what
I mean.

They flirt, constantly touch
each other and playfully tease
each other. (A few people have
even mistaken them for a cou-
ple.)

My husband doesn’t seem to notice this
unhealthy behavior. How can I get through to
my husband or deal with this? — Repulsed in
Pennsylvania

Dear Repulsed: Was the relationship
between your husband’s children making
you uncomfortable before you married their

father? If so, did you bring it to his attention
at that time?

Family relationships can vary, and because
I haven’t witnessed what you have observed,
I can’t advise you other than to suggest
that family counseling might be in order to
determine whether the kids have a normal
sibling relationship or if it has gone over the
line.

Dear Abby: Last spring we helped our
daughter’s longtime friend move out of the
college dorm room she shared with our daugh-
ter.

Her parents are divorced and weren’t avail-
able to help her move or give us money to
help her, and she had just broken up with her
boyfriend.

We rented a van and offered to let her stay
at our home as long as she helped pay for gro-
ceries and got a job. She got the job, but never
helped pay for food or did anything around the
house, including keeping her room clean.

After two weeks, she and her boyfriend got
back together, and she was spending every
night with him at his parents’ house. She
would return to our home to eat, wash clothes,

shower and use the Internet.
I finally had to tell her this was not accept-

able, and that she needed to decide to either
live here or move in with her boyfriend. She
moved out.

Now, it is uncomfortable when she comes
around. I don’t feel I did anything wrong, but
my daughter thinks I shouldn’t have made a
big deal out of her sleeping at her boyfriend’s
house and using our house as a place to park
her stuff, eat and wash her clothes.

What do you think? — No Time for
Freeloaders

Dear No Time: You were generous to be
as supportive as you were of your daughter’s
former roommate. This has nothing to do
with her sleeping at her boyfriend’s. You
asked only that she behave like an adult and
contribute by paying for her food and keeping
her room clean.

She didn’t keep her part of the bargain. You
shouldn’t feel uncomfortable; she should, for
not behaving responsibly.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). They say that
showing up is often 80 percent of success. What
they fail to mention is that you have to show up
over and over and over. Well, that won’t be a prob-
lem for you! Your mood: consistent.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your time to
move forward is coming, but it’s not here yet.
Some will sabotage themselves by
succumbing to distraction. Focus
instead. Gather your strength,
watch and wait.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
What’s better than being in a stel-
lar position? Having knowledge-
able people close by whom you can
call on to help you make the most
of it! You’ll succeed brilliantly.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Go ahead and take the job no one
wants. There will be hidden benefits. For start-
ers, you’ll get time away from everyone, and this
will lead to an improved perspective.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Should you stay or
should you go? Neither choice is wrong. Neither
choice is right. This is a matter of how you want
to spend your time. Do what makes you comfort-
able.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As far as respon-
sibility and blame go, if you’re willing to take it,
there will always be someone willing to pass it to
you. Therefore, be very careful and strategic in
this matter.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Icarus couldn’t
find his way out of the labyrinth on foot, so his
dad made him wings. It worked — except when
he tried to high-five the sun. Today’s lesson: Be
happy, but don’t get too carried away.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). As long as the
plan is safe and morally sound, it will be impor-
tant to submit to leadership even though you
may not totally agree. Be strategic, and you’ll get
your chance to lead later.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You do
the work whether or not you feel like doing
it. Will you remember this next year or three
years from now? Maybe not, but you’ll still be
a different person because of the efforts you
made.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Maybe you
can’t make another person happy, but you can
encourage things to go in that direction with
your attention to creating a pleasant environ-
ment.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When the
immediate moment isn’t going so well, it’s easy
to drift off to a place in the future where things
are much, much better. Paint it with your mind
so you can inhabit it in full color later.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your contribu-
tion means more than you think. Not only are
you doing the best you can, but you’re doing the
best that has been done in recent history for this
particular task — a task that’s much harder than
it looks.
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