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Dear Abby: I’m writing regarding the letter
from “She’s Killing Them in Indiana” (July 8)
and your response to the writer, whose friend
is HIV-positive and doesn’t tell her partners
her diagnosis. I am a disease
intervention specialist (DIS)
in Indiana and work specifi-
cally with STDs like HIV.

In Indiana there is a duty to
warn law that requires anyone
who is HIV-positive to inform
any past or present sexual
or needle-sharing partners
of her/his HIV status. At the
time of diagnosis, all provid-
ers inform the patient of this,
and DIS’s like me are required
to get a signed copy of this law
from HIV-positive individuals.

This year there was a large outbreak of
HIV in a rural southern area of Indiana. More
than 100 new infections occurred within just
three short months. If individuals like this
woman do not inform partners, then the risk
is high for another outbreak.

The person who wrote you should contact
the Indiana State Department of Health’s

Recalcitrant Program and inform them of this
situation. All information is kept confidential.
Counseling could be provided, and then if she
continues not informing, legal action could be
taken against her. — Melissa Murawski

Dear Melissa: Readers were upset about
the gravity of that letter. They felt it was not
only a health issue but also one of morality,
and the legal issues could land the writer’s
friend in serious trouble, including jail. You
are right that the person who wrote that let-
ter should contact the appropriate authorities
and report her friend’s dangerous and risky
behavior.

Dear Abby: My wife and I have been togeth-
er for 10 years. Like all couples do, we’ve had
our ups and downs, but we love each other
very much. Two months ago, we welcomed our
first son into our family; we are overjoyed.

Raising a newborn has its challenges
because babies don’t come with an owner’s
manual. Our communication has always been
good, and we work hard in our relationship to
keep it that way.

When we disagree, we try not to fight in

front of the baby or raise our voices.
But something my wife does bothers me.

She talks about me to the baby. An example:
“Apparently you’re too stressful for Daddy
right now, but not for me.” I have asked her
to please not do it. I understand that he’s only
2 months old and can’t understand her, but I
don’t feel disparaging me in front of him is
right. Am I wrong? Or am I being overly sensi-
tive? — Needs Help in New York

Dear Needs Help: I don’t think you’re
being overly sensitive. It is important for an
infant’s development that the parents talk
to him or her. While your baby may be too
young to understand what’s being said right
now, your wife is forming a habit that both of
you may regret later. It implies that she is the
“good mommy” and you are the “bad daddy”
who can’t deal with his son. If this continues,
at some point the boy WILL get the message,
and it won’t be good for the relationship you
have with her or the one you have with your
son.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Today there are
so many rumors, hoaxes and generally outra-
geous untruths out there just itching to be shared
with the whole world. Before you repeat or share
anything, get more information.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In a perfect
world, the people you interact with understand
the value of your time and theirs
— it is our most precious resource,
after all. You’ll probably have to
teach others how to be more effi-
cient (and why).

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Sometimes you want to open your
heart to all the love you deserve,
but today you feel most loved when
people make room for you to be by
yourself and do your own thing.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Finding your own path is not easy. Often you
need a machete to cut back the brush and bram-
ble. The machete of the day will be your words,
concise and direct, articulating what you need
and desire.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Did you wake up less
than enthusiastic about what the day holds? It’s
a similar lineup to yesterday, and you’re getting
that been-there-done-that feeling. A Sagittarius
can help you change it up.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you know the
motivation of others, you’ll find it much easier to
manage them — and you’ll have to today. Try to

learn what’s behind their questions and what’s
behind what’s behind their questions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your smile is a gift
to anyone you bestow it upon. You’ll give that gift
over and over today to loved ones and strangers
alike. This makes the world a little brighter — no
small accomplishment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Tucking away
your true emotions will only cause stress and
strain. Anyway, the astute see how you’re feeling
no matter what you do to mask it. You may as
well be honest and free today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Good peo-
ple around you will make you happy. Bad people
around you will give you something, too: experi-
ence mostly. The bad ones are what make you
more sophisticated.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If you tell
yourself “don’t worry,” you may or may not take
your own advice. But if you direct yourself to an
activity that makes you feel comfortable and safe,
you’ll naturally forget to worry.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The begin-
ning stages of any project are among the most
challenging because it’s so easy to give up when
you don’t have much time or effort invested. But
there’s a reason you chose this. Don’t give up.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can do
hard things. One of your great talents is in not
recognizing much of a difference between hard
and easy. It’s just you, handling what needs to be
handled right in front of you.
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