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Dear Abby: My son, a widower with two
boys, ages 6 and 9, has just informed me that
his 33-year-old girlfriend, “Karen,” is preg-
nant and due in five months. He started see-
ing her three months after his
wife died, and they have been
an item for eight months. She
plans to move in with him.

Karen has never been mar-
ried and has no children, so
she will become a stepmom
and a new mom in a short peri-
od of time. Neither my son nor
Karen seems to realize how
difficult it will be to bring a
stepparent into this situation,
especially with a new baby on
the way. I’m concerned that
the boys will be overwhelmed by this, when
they have not yet been able to effectively deal
with the death of their mother.

I think this relationship has moved too fast.
My son has told me I need to “get over it, it’s
his life and his kids.” Is there anything I can
do to help the boys process all of this and
adjust to the new situation? — Wise Lady in
the South

Dear Wise Lady: Nowhere in your let-
ter have you mentioned that the boys are
depressed or acting out. They probably like
Karen or the relationship wouldn’t have lasted
as long as it has.

It appears that in trying to be helpful you
may have come across as negative or judgmen-
tal. If that’s true, apologize to your son and
suggest that if the adjustment becomes diffi-
cult for his boys, a family therapist could help
to nip any problems in the bud. Then cross
your fingers and hope it isn’t necessary.

Dear Abby: My husband and I have been
married 10 years. Half of his family are smok-
ers. Every year, there has been a family gath-
ering at his dad’s house. Since the birth of my
first child, smoking has become forbidden in
that home.

This year, however, the party will be held
at the home of another where smoking will
be permitted. I can’t handle smoke. It gives
me a sore throat and I cough for a week after
exposure. Because of my reaction and for the
health of my children, I don’t want to attend.
(When we get home we have to immediately
shower and launder our clothing to get rid of

the smell.)
My husband is adamant that we SHOULD

attend and bring the kids. He was raised
around smoking and doesn’t see what the “big
deal” is. What can I say or do to convince him
not to force me and our children to be exposed
to the health hazards of secondhand smoke?
Am I being unreasonable because it’s only
one night a year? — Hater of Smoking in West
Virginia

Dear Hater of Smoking: I think so. Much
as you might like, you can’t raise your chil-
dren in a bubble. I would hate to see you
isolate your children from their aunts, uncles,
cousins and any grandparents who are still
alive during their once-a-year holiday celebra-
tion.

If you would prefer not to attend because
you can’t stand the smell of the smoke, stay
home. But do not prevent your children from
knowing the family. Assuming they don’t have
health issues, one evening of exposure to ciga-
rette smoke shouldn’t be harmful.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Maybe
you’re watching to see what happens, and that
is not the same, never the same, as just wait-
ing around. Observation is the art of confident
people.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Each person
has a way of expressing and interpreting love
that is unique to his or her own
processing system. Today, you feel
love in the warmth of physical
touch.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You have something fresh to add
to the mix and shouldn’t hesitate
for a moment to add it. Be confi-
dent. The world needs your input.
Vitality will sweep over you the
moment you put your two cents
in.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If you shrink
from doing what’s already been done, you’ll
shrink from everything. So don’t back off. Seek
a spot in what’s been done, and do it better (or
more you-like), and you’ll be a hit.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). No, this will not hap-
pen all in one day. You have to piece it out. Plan
to do a little chunk of this thing today, tomorrow,
the next day and the next. Be in it for the long
haul.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Often you do
what you’re supposed to do and then don’t give
yourself credit for the win. In your mind, it’s all

in a day’s work. Well, that’s not everybody’s day.
Give yourself the win!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Accidental suc-
cess is a rare occasion, but this is one of those.
You’ll land in it. Even better, you’ll recognize
that you’ve landed in it! These are the good ol’
days.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The guru sug-
gests that if you were to release your beliefs
about being solid, you could walk through walls.
Bruises prove otherwise. Today you’ll have one
foot in the ether, one firmly planted on the
ground.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). No one,
not even the actors who have played James
Bond, is actually James Bond. And yet, with
your current sophistication, class and interna-
tional spy-like reflexes, you’ll come close.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your adven-
turous side will be prevalent. Whatever negative
feelings or disappointments you experience are
immediately routed into daring action.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You had a
natural talent for your work, and over time,
you’ve become quite the expert. You’ll command
a high fee for what you do, which will help sev-
eral people at once.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You use your
head, your gut, your talk, everything you’ve got
to make today’s arrangement work. You might
have to dance around the issues a few times, but
it’s all in good fun.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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