
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am 21 and come from a fam-
ily of crime involving drugs and violence. I
was taken by the state as a child in need of
care at 14.

I’ve been in and out of juvie
and did 18 months in juve-
nile prison. I’m now sitting in
adult county jail.

I’m going to get one more
chance, according to the
judge.

Where can I get help if I
want to live a rightful life and
fix mine?

With very little income, I
only know how to make money
illegally, which is more than
many people make in two or
three years.

I want to do right this time. What’s your
advice? — Stuck in Crime in Kansas

Dear Stuck: My advice is to finish your
education. At the very minimum, get your
GED. Fight the temptation to go for “easy
money” and find a mentor who can steer you
toward constructive activities and opportuni-

ties. A place to look would be one of the prison
ministries.

You are still young and have your whole life
ahead of you. It will be far smoother and more
successful if you don’t add to your criminal
record.

Dear Abby: My 10-year-old daughter and I
enjoy hosting sleepovers for her friends from
school. Over the last few years, her circle of
friends has increased, as have the dietary
needs of said friends.

It went from simple meals like macaroni
and cheese, pizza or hamburgers to parents
requesting gluten-free cookies, soy milk,
almond milk, and other demands that drive
me crazy.

I’m willing to accommodate to a point, pro-
viding vegetarian options and no nuts, but for
parents to demand that I spend (what seems
like) hundreds of dollars on food my family
and I never eat is insane.

The last time this happened, I asked the par-
ent — nicely — to provide a small container
that I could store in my fridge for the girl to
use for her soy milk.

The woman became irate, called me thought-

less and wouldn’t let her daughter come! I
don’t know what I did wrong, but apparently
I made some faux pas because the same thing
happened with a different girl who wanted
gluten-free everything.

Abby, what should I do or say in these situ-
ations?

I usually provide snacks and such that fit
most diets, but a lot of times the main course
contains gluten, dairy, etc., and I don’t want to
go broke buying select types of food for one
kid. — Sally in Washington, D.C.

Dear Sally: You did nothing wrong. Asking
the mother to have her daughter bring a quart
of soy milk with her was not rude, and the
same is true for the mother of the girl who has
an intolerance for gluten.

The parents of children with food allergies
should be used to the routine of providing
allowable foods for them to bring when they
will be eating away from home, and for you to
have received the reaction you did was over
the top.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It takes cour-
age to poke holes in your own theories. Just
don’t poke so many that the theory totally sinks
before it’s ever had a chance at a test-float.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). “Let’s do this.
Let’s go there,” they say — usually an indica-
tion that whatever is going on right now has
either played its course or is just
not getting off the ground. Ask
yourself why “there” would be
any better.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Maybe you’ve drifted from know-
ing what you want and who you
are. That’s natural for these tran-
sitional times. The questions you
ask will tell you more about that
than the answers will.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
What if your life is not defined by what you
do, but by what you long to do? Where would
that put you now in your own estimation? Your
consciousness on this matter will make a dif-
ference today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). What you’re going
through is unique and universal at the same
time. You’re not entirely alone in it, and yet, at
the end of this chapter, no one will have a story
like yours.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re one of the
most authentic and grounded people around,
and yet even you wonder sometimes whether

you’re faking it. Take comfort in the fact that,
to varying extents, everyone is.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Exciting chal-
lenges will demand a quick mind. That’s why, if
you can get out and do some exercise, it will be
worth your while — or, more aptly, absolutely
crucial to the success of your day.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re going
to speak up about something. Here’s a radical
idea: Why not have it be about you? No one will
organize around your secret wish, but your
public request will be honored.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Nerves
are like pepper. A pinch will give your efforts an
exciting edge. Too much, and the soup becomes
inedible. Regulating your nerves will be the
challenge of the day.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). What
would you have to do to impress yourself today?
A goal with just the right amount of elasticity
to stretch you to your potential will be a game
changer.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Family
knows you best and therefore works you best.
Beware of emotional manipulation traps. Don’t
do anything that will make you feel like the sap
of your family tree.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The one who
expresses him or herself freely (risking possi-
ble rejection and/or personal embarrassment)
will get the ball rolling so everyone feels com-
fortable enough to chime in.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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