
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My daughter has been in a les-
bian relationship for 14 years. They recently
took me to lunch and informed me that her
partner, “Nicole,” is in the process of transi-
tioning to a male.

Nicole has now legally
changed her name to “Nick”
and has begun hormone treat-
ments. They have been going
to counseling for the past six
months. Since Nick began the
transition, I have seen him
three times. Last week when
I was visiting, I accidentally
called Nick by the wrong pro-
noun, “she” instead of “he” a
couple of times. I was either
immediately corrected or
ignored until I realized I had used the wrong
word. It hurt my feelings.

After I got home I sent Nick a text to apolo-
gize and explain that it would take time for
me to get used to saying “Nick” and referring
to him as a he. I told them their correcting
me bothered me. All weekend I could tell they
were irritated with me.

What do you say? Am I wrong to feel hurt

that they haven’t given me a chance to get used
to the new name? — Margaret in Mississippi

Dear Margaret: Adjusting to gender reas-
signment takes time. As your letter illustrates,
there are often more people involved than the
individual making the change.

It seems only natural that you would need
some time to adjust. However, it also seems to
me that you are being overly sensitive about
what happened. Your daughter and her part-
ner were right to correct you, and it wasn’t
rude for them to do so. How else is a person
to learn that a mistake was made if it isn’t
pointed out?

Dear Abby: Recently, 12 of us women from
a retirement home in Dayton were having
lunch at a local steakhouse. As we were dig-
ging in our purses for money and coupons,
our server informed us that we did not owe
anything for our bills! He said a gentleman
who had been seated nearby had taken care of
what we owed. It seems the day we were there
was his late mother’s birthday.

There are some very good people in this
world. We want him to know how very much

we appreciated his kind gesture, and we have
pledged to “pay it forward” whenever we can.
— Blessed in Ohio

Dear Blessed: I don’t know who originated
this saying, but your letter certainly proves
the truth of it: A good deed is like a pebble
thrown into a pond; its ripples continue ever
outward. Thank you for an upper of a letter.

Dear Abby: We were visiting our son and
daughter-in-law last weekend. When I had to
use the facilities downstairs, I told her the
hand towel was missing. I had used that bath-
room the day before. Guess what she said?
“Well, that’s what pants are for.”

Abby, she wasn’t joking! We see them only
twice a year because we live five hours away.
Should I send her some hand towels? — Wet
Hands in Wisconsin

Dear Wet Hands: By all means. And don’t
forget a short, sweet note thanking her for her
“hospitality.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Does it feel like
the only thing holding you back from the one
you love is timing? If so, that will improve this
afternoon. Stay in the moment that’s unfolding
instead of wishing you were in another one.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The rewards of
your latest effort are trickling in. This is some-
thing to celebrate! Do be brief
about it, though, because there’s
much, much more work to be done
to take advantage of this momen-
tum.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Helping people makes you happy,
but you don’t live to serve. Get out
and get served, if only to remind
yourself of this. You’ll have more
to give when you feel taken care
of, too.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). What you know
about one small area of life is the ticket to
understanding how many things work. So don’t
underestimate your importance to a project or
organization and to the world at large.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If you had to sit
down and figure out how to be you, you couldn’t
come up with half of the talents, tendencies and
endearing quirks you possess. Just do what’s
innate today, and you’ll be brilliant.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Once you give
your word, you honor it. Therefore, as a rule, you
don’t give your word easily. You’ll be asked (by

someone who is pretty charismatic) for a casual
agreement. Resist.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You won’t always
be guided by a shining beacon. Deciding who you
are can be a process of elimination. You know
you’re not a person who likes this, that, or the
other. What’s next to try out?

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Don’t spend your
time like the political parties do, each proving
the other is unfit to lead. The real question is:
Who can get the job done? Show that it’s you. Get
in there and do it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It would
appear that you need more money to accomplish
a goal. This is only half-true. Money will be nec-
essary, yes, but what’s more crucial is a clearer
vision. Once you get that, the money comes
rolling in.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). A Dutch
proverb says, “A handful of patience is worth
more than a bushel of brains.” Stick to the sim-
ple plan, and work it until it’s complete. Success!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Design, engi-
neering, moving well in your environment — it
all matters to your day’s ambitions in both big
and small ways. For instance, comfortable shoes
can affect your destiny.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). People say a lot
of things. Sometimes they just can’t live up to
their words. If you disregard what a person says
and carry on your relationship based strictly on
what the person does, you’ll be better off.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Reader’s pronoun slip-up is corrected
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