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Dear Abby: I have been friends with
“Janet” for eight years. We have been very
close, talk often, and go to lunch three times
a month. We have always been honest with
each other.

On a recent holiday, I went
to her house for a party, got
drunk and made an inappro-
priate comment to one of her
friends. Janet called me out in
front of the others, demanded
I apologize, told me that what
I had said was disrespectful,
and said she doesn’t want to
see me again.

Abby, she tossed out an
eight-year friendship over one
comment. I don’t understand.
Do you? — Stupid Guy Out West

Dear Guy: Not knowing what you said, I
can only guess it was so far off the charts that
you offended not only the person to whom the
comment was directed, but also Janet and the
other guests at the party. She may have reacted
the way she did because you have done simi-
lar things in the past. You will have a clearer

understanding if you talk to her about it when
you call to apologize.

Dear Abby: What can I do about my boss?
I have worked at a bus company for 23 years.
My new boss started six months ago. He jokes
and laughs with all the other ladies in the
office, but when it comes to me, he’s all busi-
ness. He talks to me only about things that are
work-related, and when I try to talk to him
about anything else, he gives me a forced grin
and walks away. Any suggestions? — Feeling
Left Out

Dear Feeling: Your new boss may be intim-
idated because of your seniority and experi-
ence. It may also be because of your age. I am
unsure of his reason for treating you differ-
ently, but your next move should be to have a
talk with your boss to express your feelings
about this.

Dear Abby: Would you like to know how
my mom reduced the stress of Thanksgiving
on our family? My siblings all live locally, so
holidays became more and more complicated
as they tried to plan around both sides of the

family and start family traditions of their own
with their kids.

Mom solved the problem by moving our
Thanksgiving celebration to the Sunday
before. That way we had Saturday to prepare,
didn’t have kids asking all morning when we
were going to eat and didn’t have to compete
with a football game. Mom put the turkey in
the oven on Sunday morning before we went
to church, and an hour after we got home it
was ready to eat.

My folks let people know they were avail-
able on Thanksgiving Day and were invited to
the homes of other family or friends. As Mom
grew older, the gathering became a potluck
and other relatives were invited, including the
in-laws who were not available on Thursday.
— Carrying On The Tradition

Dear Carrying On: You mention your
mother in the past tense, so I assume that she
is no longer with us. If she were, I would ask
you to please tell her for me that her solution
was brilliant.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). What would you
regret not doing? That’s the kind of thing on your
mind now as you seize a moment of down time,
determined to have something interesting to show
for it in the end.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You remember a
certain someone by very specific tokens, qualities
and instances. These remembranc-
es will spark thoughts and ideas for
going forward in a way that honors,
but doesn’t repeat, the past.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Expecting too much from others
is a danger — really, expecting any-
thing is. The best course that could
unfold today will come from a seed
of non-expectation. Let it be what
it is.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Some say each one of us is born whole and it is
therefore unnecessary for another person to com-
plete the picture. If this is true, why do we need
each other so much? This question will be the
theme of the day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There are those who
dive in, get dirty and learn in the process. Then
there are those who, quite simply, won’t and don’t.
Status quo seems an important balance for them
to keep.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Yesterday is gone,
tomorrow is a dream, today is alive in the mid-
dle and so are you. Your mood will swing from

methodical to whimsical, assisting your efforts to
make the most of your moments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Take charge and
control what you can. Bonus points if you can
manage this without making anybody mad. After
asserting and applying yourself to the best of your
ability, dust off your hands and enjoy the ride.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ve grown way
past the overly simplistic, black-and-white rules of
the past. Why ponder the gray areas of life when
there are so many more vivid and interesting hues
to get involved with?

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21).Multitasking
will lead to diminished productivity at best —
and accidents at worst. Decide what you want to
accomplish and give it your full attention. By the
end of the day you’ll have accomplished some-
thing of note.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Don’t be too
hard on yourself. What you see as a horrible
shortcoming might be seen by someone else as a
point of interest, a relatable vulnerability or even
a quirky attraction.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Should you
end the situation just because it’s less than ideal?
That would be a bold move. If you don’t end it, you
might improve on things. If you do, new opportu-
nities will rush to fill the void.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Gratitude is the
cornerstone of abundance. Bonus: There is noth-
ing contrived about your gratefulness for life’s
blessings big and small.
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PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane
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CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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