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Dear Abby: My mother calls me all the
time. I answer sometimes, but sometimes I
don’t because I feel she wants to know too
much about my life.

I work full time with the
public. When I get home, I’m
tired. I have talked to people
all day long, and I really don’t
feel like entertaining her.

My mother tends to be neg-
ative, snotty and offensive. If
there’s a storm or an acci-
dent on the news, she calls me
repeatedly until I call back.
Who wants to call someone
back who acts that way?

I try to be positive and
upbeat. Do you have any advice
for me? — Put Off in the Pacific Northwest

Dear Put Off: Yes. Explain to your mother
that at the end of the day you don’t have the
energy to carry on a lengthy conversation
with her. It wouldn’t be rude; it’s the truth.
If she calls because she’s worried that the
bad news she hears in the media could be
about you, tell her that you have her listed as

someone to contact if there is an emergency.
Continue to be positive and upbeat, and stop
hiding from your mother.

Dear Abby: Would you PLEASE say a few
words to those discourteous individuals in the
gym who, even at 6 a.m., think it’s all right to
sit on a piece of exercise equipment, texting,
while others wait to complete their weight-
training workouts and get to work? — Ted on
the East Coast

Dear Ted: The first rule of basic etiquette
ANYwhere is to show consideration for the
people around you. This applies not only
to gym-goers who hog the equipment while
texting, but also to the ones who carry on
extended conversations while straddling the
treadmill, sitting on equipment others are
waiting to use, and failing to wipe away the
perspiration they dripped on the machines
while they were exercising.

Oh! And let’s not overlook those who slath-
er on perfume before going to the gym, despite
the fact that as one sweats the odor is magni-
fied — or worse, people who “forget” to use
deodorant. (Have I covered it all?)

Dear Abby: I am 13 and the only job I have
is baby-sitting. My brother and his girlfriend
ask me to baby-sit their two kids, ages 9 and
6. They haven’t paid me for the last five times
I’ve watched them. They say I should do it for
free because it’s my niece and nephew.

What should I do? Shouldn’t they pay me
for the other times before I watch them again?
— Working Teen in Iowa

Dear Teen: If you had another way of
earning money, I would say that, yes, you
should watch your niece and nephew occa-
sionally without charging. However, if your
brother and his girlfriend agreed to pay in the
past and have suddenly stopped, they are tak-
ing advantage of you. If that’s the case, you
have the right to deny your services until you
receive what they owe.

A word of advice: This will happen less
often if you communicate in advance that you
charge for baby-sitting, how much you want
to be paid and you expect that to happen at the
time of service.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Life gets so
much easier once you stop taking things so per-
sonally. Very few things are meant as a comment
on your actual character or being. Most talk is
about the person talking.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you happened
to visit yourself, what would you talk about?
You’ll find out today when a break
in the action provides a perfect
opportunity for some you-to-you
time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Stressful moments go by. You
remember the stress more than
the moment. Could it be that all
the stress is actually optional?
Play around with the possibilities.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Sure, there are a few bitter lessons
you learned from the past. That is not an excuse
to believe in a dismal future. Hang around an
optimistic Sagittarian for a spiritual boost.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If you could sing
yourself, what would that song sound like?
Chances are, you’ll hear it on the radio today.
When you celebrate the role of music in your life
it will seem to celebrate you right back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re thinking
about what it would take to make more money.
Your mind forbids you to earn more than you
think you are worth. Therefore, it’s time to think
you are worth more.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A satisfying per-
sonal life is no small accomplishment. You’ll
reach into that realm today with one particu-
larly easy relationship. It’s nice when you can be
around a person without worrying what he or
she is thinking about you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Work brings
blips and blunders, all opportunities to get better
at this job. Mistakes are your greatest teachers.
By the way, your self-image is undergoing some
upgrades these days, and soon your income will
follow suit.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). With your
stellar priorities you are sure to bring health,
relaxation and peace into your world. Tonight,
soften your demeanor. People are more sensitive
than they should be around you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The desire
to win can reach an obsessive tipping point
beyond which it becomes counter-productive and
doesn’t help anyone, not the loser, not the win-
ner. With this in mind, you’ll make reasonable
choices.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Most things
contain the seeds of their own destruction. That’s
why you’re careful to take everything in modera-
tion today. A light touch will bring you luck.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Are you capable
of living in the comfort zone? These days, you
don’t want to, and that’s why you’ll push yourself
beyond what is normal, average and acceptable.
You’re on to something.
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HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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