
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: A year ago, I ended a turbu-
lent five-year relationship with my boyfriend,
“Alex,” that resulted in a special-needs child.
Alex is not living in reality when it comes
to our daughter’s disabilities,
and his family is not present
in her life.

Our daughter, “Meghan,”
spent months in the hospital
before she was healthy enough
to come home, and Alex’s fam-
ily visited only a few times.
I have tried to resolve the
issues with Alex’s family so
our daughter can have a rela-
tionship with them, but it is
still one-sided.

Meghan’s paternal fam-
ily will send a present for her birthday or
Christmas, but they spend no time with her.
They have other grandchildren in other
states that his mother drives hours to see,
but she won’t drive five minutes to see my
daughter.

I’d like to start rejecting the gifts they send
Meghan with a note explaining why. I find it

disturbing that they’ll spend money on my
child, but are unwilling to spend time with
her. I feel the gifts are a payoff.

I don’t want Meghan to feel like the odd
man out when she’s old enough to realize
how she is treated compared to the other
grandchildren. Abby, what are your thoughts?
— End Of My Rope

Dear End Of My Rope: I hate to see you
sever your already tenuous ties with Meghan’s
paternal family. Their behavior toward her
may have something to do with the fact that
she has disabilities, or the “turbulence” of
your five-year relationship with their son.

If they would consent to it, I would rec-
ommend family counseling for all of you.
However, if they won’t, and because you feel
that their lack of involvement in Meghan’s life
will eventually become hurtful to her, you are
within your rights to reject their gifts and find
more support for her within your own family.

Dear Abby: My son tells me no one wants
to hang out with him at the small community
college he attends. He is a handsome, loving,

polite young man who earned the citizenship
award three years in a row in elementary
school. His sister and I were discussing that
maybe he is being TOO polite and it could
turn people off. No one likes the “nice guy.” Do
you have any advice I can give him? — Raised
a Good Boy

Dear Raised a Good Boy: I disagree with
your statement that no one likes a nice guy.
Nice people like nice people. From this dis-
tance, I am unable to guess what your son’s
problem might be.

However, it is telling that you are seeking
advice about his social problems, not him.
The best advice you could convey to your son
would be to talk about this with a counselor
at school.

Together, they may be able to figure out
why he has trouble fitting in. You should also
encourage him to get involved in activities,
which should widen his circle of acquain-
tances.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Regarding the
thing that was off-limits to you before — it’s
worth another shot. Your luck has changed and
so have the surrounding circumstances. This is
likely about love.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). By focusing on
the details you could improve the big picture
markedly, or you could unnec-
essarily complicate your life by
reading too much into things. The
trick will be knowing when to pull
back.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The one who is sensitive to your
needs isn’t just being polite. He or
she is showing you a quiet, noble
version of love. Make sure you
don’t take for granted those who
are inclined to serve you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You have the
guts to move on from a job that no longer holds
intrigue, or a relationship that stifles you. Change
doesn’t have to be a drawn-out process — it can
happen in a snap.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). When things get
chaotic, you’re the one who can calm it all down.
Start by making and guarding a peaceful place
inside yourself. Inner tranquility will lead to
tranquility in the world.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There’s a fine
line between saving, collecting and hoarding.
Look for better ways to use valuables — ways

that will energize you and cause a sense of flow
in your life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Don’t waste a
minute wishing you were someone else or that
you had anything different from what you cur-
rently possess. What if you believed instead that
everything you are and have is right, useful and
perfectly suited to this day?

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Go on and dedi-
cate yourself to a cause that’s greater than you.
The happy side effect will be personal success
that, if you had aimed directly for it, would have
eluded you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Be resil-
ient. Don’t ruminate. Blunders and absurdities
are to be expected. The ability to forget them
as soon as possible is among the most useful of
human gifts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). What you
do when you’re in a lazy mood can help you for
all the other moods. There’s something you once
thought of as a habit of idleness that is turning
out to be quite a wellspring of inspiration.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s hard when
you have to do it all by yourself, but that’s the
situation that teaches you the most, too. You’ll be
stronger because you had to pull yourself up and
make something out of nothing.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You will be dealt
the perfect cards today; you just have to play
them right. Believe in the integrity and value of
your offerings.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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