
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m a mostly happily married
wife and mother. When I was younger, I was
engaged to my soul mate. His name is tattooed
on my wrists in honor of the love we shared.
Unfortunately, he was killed in
a car accident.

Several years later, I met
and married my husband,
“Brett.” When we fight he
brings up the tattoos. He says
they’re “disrespectful” of him
and I should get rid of them.
It upsets me because I got the
tattoos before I ever met Brett,
so how can they be disrespect-
ful? — Illustrated Woman in
Colorado

Dear Illustrated Woman: The tattoos are
in no way disrespectful to your husband. They
are the same body art you had when he mar-
ried you, and if he didn’t complain back then,
he shouldn’t now. When you’re fighting and
Brett tells you to get rid of them, he’s doing it
to hurt you because he knows they are mean-
ingful. Insist on dealing with the subject at
hand and don’t take the bait.

Dear Abby: I’d like to know if there’s any
way to stop my mother-in-law from inviting
herself to every birthday party and gradua-
tion our children have. They are pre-teen and
teenagers now. She has done this for years,
and it often doesn’t end well. Because they
are older, they prefer to hang out with their
friends, do sleepovers, etc.

Because she insists on staying the night,
it’s hard to have room for sleepovers. She com-
plains if she has to sleep on the couch, and she
also has a fit if she’s not getting enough atten-
tion from the kids because they’d rather be
with their friends and not her the whole time.

I have tried explaining that she should come
the weekend before or after, but she shows up
on the birthday anyway. Her complaints ruin
their birthdays, to the point that I no lon-
ger look forward to them. Any advice, since
another birthday is right around the corner?
(Maybe she’ll read this and have a change of
heart.) — Miserable Mom in California

Dear Miserable Mom: Your mother-in-
law sounds like a handful. However, I do
believe that grandparents should be invited
to milestones like graduations, where family

is important.
It’s hard to imagine Grandma would simply

show up at the kids’ party after being asked
to stay away, but you can’t slam the door in
her face. When she barges in, for your own
sake tune her complaining out. Walk away if
you must. As to altering the sleeping arrange-
ments to suit an uninvited guest — don’t do
it.

Where is your husband in all of this? She’s
his mother; if you can’t make her see reason,
then he should. It’s normal for teens to want
to celebrate with their contemporaries — and
Grandma had better get used to it before they
turn tail and run whenever they see her com-
ing.

Dear Veterans: I salute each and every
one of you for your service to this country. My
heartfelt thanks as well to the brave and dedi-
cated men and women who are still on active
duty. You are the personification of patriotism
and self-sacrifice for your dedication to our
country. — Love, Abby

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll do all
that is expected of you and then you’ll do more
because that’s just how you roll. Success comes
from standing out as someone for whom “good
enough” isn’t good enough.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Without conflict
there is no drama. Also there is no story. And
since everyone will be looking to
you at the end of this day for a
good story, welcome the little bit of
conflict that comes your way.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Don’t trust the reviews today.
Whether the reviews are good,
bad or indifferent, they will paint
the wrong picture for you. You’ll
only find out how things really
are by diving in and tasting them
yourself.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ve been
known to listen so actively to another person that
you forget yourself completely as you become
immersed in this person’s world. This is a talent,
really, and a rare one at that!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The wish you made
long ago is still filed away in the archives of your
heart under the category “unfulfilled.” Pull it
out and work on it. There’s no reason this can’t
happen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Many different
cultures exist inside the culture of your work-
place. Learning to communicate in the “lan-

guage” of others will lead you to increase your
influence, effectiveness and power.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You can and will
complete the hard job. Every little incremental
step will help, even if it’s a step backward. This
is to be expected. The most important part will be
to keep moving in faith.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You and your
group agree on the big picture so you’ll likely
go along with some of the finer details that you
don’t find particularly pleasing. Someone has to
compromise. It’s just your turn; that’s all.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). In nature
you will feel connected to all things. This con-
nection is made easier by comfortable, weather-
appropriate garments. If you needed a reason to
shop, here it is. You’re welcome!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There’s
nothing standing between you and love except
the limits of your own thinking. Know that
you deserve a pure embrace, full attention and
unconditional affection.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s a time
for playfulness and a time to let others know
that you have serious regard for them and their
contributions. A social genius, you’ll gracefully
toggle between these two tones.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It will happen
quite naturally. You’ll put your foot down and
stop going along with the unsatisfying status
quo. Things need to change and you have very
little to lose.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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