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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am a divorcee with a problem.
My longtime friend “Paul” and I decided to
move in together so I could save some money
because of my very expensive divorce.

The problem is, I think I
am falling for him, and I get
really jealous when he brings
dates home.

When I told him I’m start-
ing to have feelings for him, he
said he cares for me, but not in
that way.

How can I keep my jealousy
in check so I don’t ruin a good
friendship? — Over the Line
in Utah

Dear Over the Line: I’m
going to take a risk and make a generaliza-
tion, because there is much truth to it. When
couples divorce, one or both partners’ self-
esteem often takes a huge hit.

People often feel vulnerable and in need of
someone to love them, make them feel attrac-
tive, be a partner to them, etc.

Could this be you? Might this have some-

thing to do with your resentment of the
women Paul is seeing?

Your friend has been no more than a sup-
portive friend at a time when you needed
one.

If you can’t accept it for what it is, then for
your own emotional health find another place
to live because, even if you’re saving money,
this arrangement is too expensive.

Dear Abby: I have been cooking
Thanksgiving dinner for our family since I
was in my mid-20s, with little or no assistance
from my sisters or sisters-in-law. They typi-
cally show up empty-handed but leave with
a generous amount of leftovers. Before my
mother passed away 12 years ago, she would
at least help.

Since my children and their families live
out of state and are unable to come this year,
I told one of my sisters-in-law I wouldn’t be
hosting Thanksgiving this year. Abby, she had
a complete hissy fit!

She insisted it was “tradition” that we have
Thanksgiving at my house, and it’s something
everyone looks forward to. She even said it’s

not like I don’t have the time since I retired
this year.

Yes, I have tried delegating. One year, a
sister brought a dessert (cookies in a tin) and
the other a bag of rolls. Neither one has ever
worked outside the home.

I’m tired of cooking for two or three days
to feed 15 to 20 people. Am I wrong in want-
ing a break from doing it all? — I’m Done in
Florida

Dear “Done”: No. You have a right to
spend your Thanksgiving any way you wish.
Because you didn’t mention whether your sib-
lings host Christmas, Easter or Fourth of July
celebrations, I’m assuming the answer is no.
If that’s true, then from my perspective you’re
at least 12 years overdue for a break.

Your sisters and sisters-in-law should have
stepped up to the plate and shared the respon-
sibilities you have shouldered alone after your
mother passed away, if not before. Shame on
them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The wonderful
thing about being assigned work you don’t want
to do is that your efforts to procrastinate will lead
you to accomplish dozens of less-offensive tasks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your influence
is significant, and yet it is also limited. All jour-
neys come to a point at which there is nothing
more to be done that will affect the
outcome and you must gracefully
surrender to the fates.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
While part of you asks, “What am
I doing with my life?” the bigger
part of you is living it moment by
moment, responsibility by respon-
sibility, day by day. Right now, that
part of you can do without all of
the pondering.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Freud suggested there are no jokes. An Italian
proverb says, “He who jokes confesses.” Listen to
the humor today, as it will reveal the serious and
secret heart.

LEO(July23-Aug.22). You have power you’re
not using. You can get leverage if you angle your-
self right. What you need is perspective. Detach
and rise up for the bird’s eye view. If you can’t get
there alone, reach out to someone on high.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The experts agree
that happiness can’t be caught in a chase or
nabbed in a pursuit; rather it’s the byproduct of a
journey that has little to do with personal gain.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). While learning
choreography it’s quite normal to go left when
you’re supposed to go right or bumble a step or
two. But when you dance to your inner choreog-
raphy, there are no mistakes.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You only have
so much patience. One person requires more of
it than the rest. You’ll have enough if you dam
up all the other drains and demands on your
self-control.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When you
know your strengths you don’t have to boast
them. The one drawing a lot of attention to what
he supposedly does best may indeed feel insecure
on the subject. Your awareness and compassion
are called for.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If you’re
looking, you can usually find someone doing
the job better, faster, prettier and getting more
money for it in the process. However, no one is
doing exactly what you do. Hone your unique
offerings.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The action
itself isn’t so different from yesterday’s, but your
approach is changing everything about how you
experience this, and how effective you are at it,
too.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Sometimes com-
partmentalizing feelings is like trying to catch
weather in a jar. Puffy white clouds, lightning
bolts and sunny blue skies exist as part of a sys-
tem. They don’t want to be contained.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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