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Dear Abby: My husband works as a bounc-
er at a strip club. I was OK with it at first,
but then he started making friends with the
dancers and waitresses. They exchange phone
numbers, and he talks to some
of them late at night when I’m
sleeping. I get upset and jeal-
ous that these women are get-
ting his time. It causes fights.
What should I do? — Wife of a
Texas Bouncer

Dear Wife: Is your hus-
band placing these calls, or
are the women calling him?
Tell him you feel they are a
threat to your marriage and
ask why the calls happen after
you have gone to bed.

It’s possible the conversations are innocent.
The women may relate to him because his
job makes them feel “safe” with him. Many
co-workers converse after work. Because a
woman works in a strip club doesn’t mean
she’s a predator.

However, because the timing of these calls
bothers you, ask him if he would have them

call before work rather than afterward when
you would like him in bed with you.

Dear Abby: I host holiday dinners and
always invite my husband’s side of the family
as well as mine. Each time, my brother’s wife,
“Arlene,” asks if my husband’s family will be
there, and says if they are, they won’t attend.
They are the only ones who don’t show up; all
the rest of my family does.

When I asked Arlene if she has a problem
with my husband’s side of the family, she said
no, she just feels we don’t pay as much atten-
tion to her when there is “so much family.”

I have tried having separate dinners, but as
the years have passed, it has gotten harder to
cook two Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter
dinners on separate days.

After 30 years of this, I’m tired of having
my feelings hurt and trying to please my
brother and his wife. How am I supposed to
respond when she texts me telling me that if
it’s just our family they’ll attend? — Tired Of
It in Iowa

Dear Tired: You are too kind. I wish you
had asked this question 30 years ago because,

if you had, I could have spared you a lot of
grief. The next time your self-centered sister-
in-law pulls that stunt, send her a text saying,
“Sorry you can’t make it. We’ll miss you!”
Then add a smiling emoji.

Dear Abby: My daughter sent out save-the-
date cards for her wedding next year. Many
of our family members live out of state and
abroad.

Save-the-date cards were also sent to my
co-workers. When the wedding happens, I will
have been gone from that company for three
months.

Does sending the card obligate us to invite
people who will then be my former co-work-
ers? — Unsure in Fort Lauderdale

Dear Unsure: Yes. If you don’t send an
invitation or an explanation, your former co-
workers may feel they were asked to save the
date not because they were considered friends,
but that it was a bid for more gifts for your
daughter. And they wouldn’t be wrong.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There are some
people who just being around makes you feel
like it’s all happening now. Being around them is
perhaps what causes it all to be happening right
now! Seek such company today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There are those
around you who will approach work as if it were
a religion. Truly, this isn’t neces-
sary. Doing a good job is enough.
You don’t need a big group hug
to prove that your contribution is
significant.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
It’s natural to focus on what’s
close to you at first. No one starts
out with a worldly perspective. It’s
something you’ll find when you
set an intention to detach and rise
above.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There’s nothing
that “everyone” is doing, thinking, knowing or
saying. When your thoughts come at you in the
form of hyperbole, they’re just plain wrong and
it’s time to take a break.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Someone may lead
you to believe that it’s not appropriate to show
how fantastic you are. Beware of self-censorship.
First do what you set out to do. After that you can
decide whether or not to tone it down.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll take mea-
sures to ensure that your personal stock stays
high. The desire to make those around you happy

will lead to success as long as you temper it with
the desire to make yourself happy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If you simply don’t
know what to do with yourself in those moments
when no one else is demanding your time, that’s
because the muses have yet to call. They will
soon, and your way will be made obvious.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Ever-diligent
these days, you may be afraid that if you relax
and enjoy yourself, your appetite for enjoyment
will grow. Well, it will, and it should. What’s so
wrong with having more pleasure in your life?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll have
an excellent sense of decorum, which is great
because there are those around you who will be
lacking in this. Help them understand (probably
through modeling) what’s appropriate to the
circumstance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Music will
make you a happier person, especially when
you’re the DJ. Make your playlist and put it
through the speakers before anyone else has a
chance to take the airwaves.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll be com-
passionate, composed and levelheaded even when
those around you are losing their cool. You’ll be
sought out for your advice and company.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can’t force
yourself from one mood to the next, but you can
try and coax a mood by altering your environ-
ment and finding a new one that’s more condu-
cive to your desired state.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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