
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Which person?
4 Besets

11 1055
14 Large motorcycle
15 1967 Terence

Stamp movie
16 Sailor’s assent
17 Bette Davis classic
19 Alphabet trio
20 Based on fact
21 Certain coloring

agents
23 Looking at the

camera
28 Roll of film
29 Health center
30 Eye: pref.
32 Envelope

attachment
35 Like a drunkard
37 AD word
38 Formal arguments
41 Transparent olivine
43 Ending of a myth?
44 Occurring every day
46 Marching band

group
48 Difficult journeys
49 Dixie grp.
52 Norse giant
54 Circular

attachments
56 Keel-shaped

structures
59 Purchases
60 NY school
61 Florida Evans of

“Good Times”
66 Summer hours at

MIT

67 Under discussion
68 Have dinner
69 __-jongg

70 Perch relatives
71 Nautical dir.

DOWN
1 Ties up at a dock
2 Hide out
3 Teton Sioux tribe
4 Police call letters
5 Jack of “Barney

Miller”
6 Former French coin
7 Knack
8 Bakery assistant
9 Romeo

10 Borg and Bergman,
e.g.

11 Neighbor of West
Virginia

12 Disappear, as
symptoms

13 Dogs’ best friends?
18 Entire amount
22 Fine point
24 Part of a yard
25 Played a role
26 Makes the grade
27 Yale man
31 Florida raptor
33 #6 on the telephone

34 Kind of hole or
holder

35 Deli offering
36 Golfer Nolan
38 Morse unit
39 Old French coin
40 Ballplayer’s candy

bar
42 Reckless
45 Mary of “Where

Eagles Dare”
47 Singer O’Connor
49 Grand __ Dam
50 Old space

station
51 Good points
53 Jamaican

cultist
55 Seller’s $

equivocation
56 Skelton’s

Kadiddlehopper
57 Verdi heroine
58 Rile up
62 33rd President
63 Linguistic suffix
64 Karel Capek’s sci-fi

play
65 Hi-__ graphics
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Reason to smile

Best diagnostic test better left to doctor
Dear Dr. Roach: Three

years ago, during a routine
mammogram, I was diag-
nosed with what has been
deemed a benign (most likely)
breast mass. Since then I have
had mammograms every six
months with ultrasounds to
monitor it. Last summer my
doctor wanted an MRI done of
the breast, but my insurance
company denied the request
and said a breast biopsy
should be done. Because of my
intense dislike of anything to
do with needles, I declined.

This summer, my best
friend was diagnosed with
breast cancer and underwent
THREE biopsies before under-
going a double mastectomy.
She told me the biopsies were
extremely painful, and she is
no slouch to when it comes to
pain, so I believe her.

My question is not regard-
ing why an insurance com-
pany would want a person to
undergo a more-invasive pro-
cedure before a less-invasive

one; my question is why, in
this day and age of anesthe-
sia for procedures like dental
cleaning and the like, women
are required to undergo the
torture of having a large,
horse-size (my friend’s words)
needle driven deeply into prob-
ably one of the most sensitive
areas of their body with only
the application of a topical or
local injection? This was the
main reason for my refusal to
have one done. It just really
seems to be an inhumane way
of diagnosis.

I have asked several of my
doctors, but none seems to be
able to give me an idea about
why this is done. Hopefully,
you can. — A.R.

I haven’t had a breast biop-
sy, so I can’t comment on how
painful they are, but I certain-
ly agree that women (and a

very few men) who get breast
biopsies should be kept more
pain-free than your friend
was. Few patients I have had
who underwent the procedure
told me about pain as intense
as your friend describes.

As far as biopsy versus
MRI, I can’t defend the insur-
ance company’s position. I
suspect that they look at the
cost of getting a (often or usu-
ally) definitive answer from a
biopsy versus the less-certain
MRI result and decide that, as
a rule, biopsies are more cost-
effective than MRIs.

However, in a world where
the optimal management of
breast tumors is changing on
a daily basis, I think that the
patient’s own physician ought
to be the one making the deci-
sions, not the insurance com-
panies. I often have said that
any guideline, no matter how
well-researched and evidence-
based, has to allow for indi-
vidual variation.

All that being said, there is

absolutely a time when a biop-
sy becomes the only reason-
able choice. The only person
who definitively diagnoses
cancer is the pathologist, and
I have seen many cases where
additional imaging leads to
delay in making the diagno-
sis and beginning treatment.
I don’t have enough informa-
tion to form an opinion in
your case and so defer to your
doctor (and think your insur-
ance company should, too).

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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