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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m 23 years old and currently
in the county jail. I’m gay and also an addict,
having battled a heroin addiction for the past
five years.

I managed to stay clean for
almost two years. During that
time I enrolled in college, got
engaged, regained the respect
of my family and started to
have a normal life. Things
were going very well for me,
and then I relapsed. I threw
everything away.

Abby, I need to know why,
when things go well for me, I
feel as if I don’t deserve to be
happy so I self-destruct. How
can I fix this? I really do want
to be happy; I just don’t know how. — Unhappy
Man in Indiana, Pa.

Dear Unhappy: Your arrest may have been
a blessing in disguise. It has given you time to
think clearly about why you are in this situ-
ation. Because you now recognize what your
issues are, you have already started on a path
to healing.

You say you dislike yourself and your self-
esteem is very low. This may be the reason
you sabotage yourself when things start going
well for you. After your release, a licensed
psychotherapist can help you find the answers
you’re looking for. Your nearest LGBT commu-
nity center would be a good place to start.

Because you slipped up once doesn’t mean
you will do it again, so stop beating yourself
up and try to think positive. I wish you luck
and a successful future.

Dear Abby: I met “Gil” a year ago. He was
one of the nicest men I’d ever met. At the time,
I didn’t realize he was a mama’s boy. But after
we started to talk, I noticed he would repeat
everything to his mother. We discussed it and
it stopped, but that’s when his mom started
treating me differently. I’m pretty sure he told
her what I had said.

Gil loves my cooking and has told me I cook
like she does. I don’t know if that’s so good. I
really like him, but I don’t know if I can han-
dle his being such a mama’s boy. If he could
cut the apron strings, we could have a great
relationship. He treats me like a queen. He
respects me, never says an unkind word and

compliments me often. But if I plan a meal
for him and then his mom decides she wants
him at her house, he cancels on me because he
doesn’t want to hurt her feelings.

Gil is 51 and hasn’t been in a serious rela-
tionship in several years. I’m falling in love
with him and don’t want to lose him. What do
I do, and how do I handle this? — Coming in
Second in Missouri

Dear Coming in Second: Your mistake is
trying to compete with Gil’s mother because
you can’t win. The woman who snags Gil will
have to accept that they are a package deal.
Not many women these days are willing to
accept that, which may be why Gil hasn’t had
a serious relationship in years.

However, if you are the exception, the way
to handle this would be to ingratiate yourself
with his mother. Find out what her favorite
flowers are and send them with a sweet note,
invite her to join you and Gil for dinner — and
if she offers suggestions about your cooking,
accept them gracefully. I wish you luck.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Do you think
that you can tell the size of a person by the size
of the things that bother him? You’ll prove your
spiritual breadth today. You’ll only concern your-
self with what’s truly crucial.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Statistics can
never predict the outcome for any one individ-
ual. You’ll defy odds. For this rea-
son, it’s important that you don’t
let anyone say what you can and
can’t do.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There are many live wires in your
life this week. It may help you
to think of events and people as
fireworks. You have to let go to
appreciate them.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Who is there for you? Who answers
your call? Who gets you where you want to go
emotionally, physically and otherwise? This is
the question that will clarify your day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There is nothing that
will make the time go by more slowly than wait-
ing for a phone call. Don’t. Move on. Let them
catch up with you when they feel like it. Maybe
you’ll be available; maybe you won’t.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The news is full
of danger, peril, so much trouble. But if you look
for goodness, it’s always there. A generous soul
will restore your faith in humanity today. This
will connect you with the best part of humanity.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Getting from point
A to point B won’t be as easy as it was yesterday,
but it will be more rewarding by far. Your work
ethic is stellar and gets better every day. Good,
because this is a day to roll up your sleeves and
work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll be praised
for one thing when you really ought to be recog-
nized for something else entirely. There’s no joy
in getting credit for something you didn’t do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It’s like
your heart is a chime and the person on your
mind lately is the wind that makes you vibrate
and sing a beautiful tone. This will go on for as
long as there is no one around to put a damper
on the vibration.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). While oth-
ers pay a high price for entertainment, you
entertain yourself. When you have this much of
a rich inner life, you really don’t need a lot of
external stimuli.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll be in
the mood for a fearless, freewheeling adventure.
Your partner in rebellion will be the obvious
choice. This person has been waiting for the per-
fect opportunity that you’ll provide.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There will be a
period of “hit and miss.” Failure will teach you
more than success does, although you have to be
extremely evolved to take the lesson. When you
figure out what’s working for you, do that and
only that for a while.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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