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Dear Abby: A good friend of mine recently
found out his daughter, “Rhonda” (who is over
18), feels she should have been born a boy.
“Ronnie” is now living life as a man and plans
to change genders completely.

To say the least, my friend
and his wife are finding it dif-
ficult to deal with. He doesn’t
understand why she can’t just
be gay, which he would be fine
with. I want to give them emo-
tional support while at the
same time supporting Ronnie.

Could you provide some
resources for them? — Wants
to be Supportive

Dear Wants to be
Supportive: I know an excellent LGBT orga-
nization that has been mentioned before in
my column. It’s called Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). The
largest increase in new individuals reaching
out to PFLAG is now among trans people and
their family members.

Ronnie can’t “just be gay” because the
issue isn’t sexual orientation; it is Ronnie’s

GENDER IDENTITY. PFLAG can help to
explain this to Ronnie’s father, and he should
visit pflag.org for guidance.

Dear Abby: I have been with “John” for
18 years. We married while he was in prison.
I know I have outgrown him, but I’m scared
to say it’s over in case I realize later that we
should be together. Over the years, we have
both cheated and hurt each other.

I don’t know exactly what I am holding onto
with him. There doesn’t seem to be anyone else
out there to choose from, so maybe I should
stay. Please help. — Stuck in Des Moines

Dear Stuck: If the only reason you haven’t
left John is that there’s no one else around
to choose from, it’s understandable that you
would be depressed. The status quo isn’t fair
for you or your husband.

You have two choices: Fix your marriage or
leave. Of course, the better option would be
for you and John to have counseling to see if
your love can be revived. However, if it doesn’t
work, then it might be better for you to sepa-
rate. The reason there is no one else out there
right now may be that you are unavailable.

Dear Abby: Call me ungrateful, but I am
very uncomfortable receiving gifts. How can
I get longtime friends to stop bringing host-
ess gifts when I invite them over? I don’t need
anything, and I resent feeling I am obligated to
take something to them, too.

Why do women do this and men not feel so
compelled? I have tried remarking, “The pres-
ent of your ‘presence’ is present enough,” but
it continues. I need your help. — Ungracious
In Florida

Dear Ungracious: Women usually bring
hostess gifts because they were raised to
believe it is the gracious thing to do. (“Don’t
come empty-handed.”)

Since “remarking” hasn’t gotten your
message across, you will have to be more
direct with your friends. TELL them that
when they visit, you would prefer they bring
only themselves and nothing more. Then
explain that you are at a point where you have
enough “things” and do not need or want any
more.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It won’t be
enough for you to know a person’s name. You’ll
want to also know that person’s story. And if a
person can’t deliver you said story, you’ll respect
that person all the more — a clean slate.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The Internet
tells you to spoil the one you adore with hugs and
kisses — not bad advice, though
much depends on timing. You’re
playing a sophisticated game. One
answer does not fit all.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The Bible suggests that we are
dust and will return to it. Joni
Mitchell echoed the sentiments
when she sang, “We are star dust.
We are golden.” You’ll feel the pro-
fundity of those words today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There is a person who depends on you. This is
real and important. Be all you can be to that
person today. This is one of many days in a chap-
ter of time, and yet it is the only day we can do
something about.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Maybe you don’t
even know how you got into it, but boy, you are
in it now. Are you ever. For a lot of the day you’ll
wonder how to get out of it. The expression that
rules after that: Good riddance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). I takes a long time
to be a master. That’s why the masters are exon-
erated. You’ll praise one today without knowing

how your praise will land. Truly, it will mean
more than the master lets on.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When someone
makes an effort, you encourage. Words help;
actions speak louder. You’ve a good idea about
the action you should take, so go for it: You are
always on the ready to make things better for
you and yours.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You attract good
friends; there’s no question about that. Do they
measure up to the standards that others set for
you? Maybe not. Are those people in a position to
set your standards? Maybe not.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It’s fine if
you don’t make sense. In fact, stop. Then realize:
No one makes sense all of the time. Your non-
sense will have a certain genius to it today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Playing the
game — that’s where the fun is for you. The score
only matters in as much as it’s a marker for who
gets to play and who doesn’t.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Art is not
science. As much as one tries to measure it and
weigh it and make sense of it, it can never work
on a logical scale. And neither can a certain rela-
tionship you have that is prettying up the walls
of your life.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll use all
of the tools available to you to connect with like
minds. This will accentuate your tendencies. By
finding kindred spirits, you’ll feed the person
you are.
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