
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My rapists are dead now, but I
can see from the years since their attack what
damage they have caused.

I’m having medical complications that have
developed over time, pain and
suffering from those compli-
cations, PTSD and additional
stress over pharmacy bills
because of it.

It has affected the way I feel
about men, and I’m afraid it
will be this way for the rest of
my life.

My attackers caused a
great financial burden on me
because of the cost of psy-
chological counseling and loss
of income due to episodes of
related illness and working beneath my poten-
tial.

Rapists seem to think they’re entitled to
take what they want when they want it. I’m
thinking perhaps they should be forced to take
responsibility for the resulting cost to the per-
son whose life they affected, which brings me
to my question: Can women sue their rapists?
— Altered Body and Soul

Dear Altered: In this country, anybody can
sue anyone for anything, but not someone who
is dead. However, lawsuits can be emotion-
ally and financially costly, and the question
is whether the plaintiff can win. Some states
offer financial assistance to victims of crime,
which includes medical and dental expenses,
counseling costs, funeral or burial expenses,
and lost wages or support.

Because your rapists are deceased, it would
be more practical for you to go online and visit
www.victimsofcrime.org to explore what kind
of compensation may still be available for you.
I wish you luck in your pursuit of justice.

Dear Abby: I’m an only child; my husband
is not. Our parents don’t live nearby, and every
year we have great debates over where to go
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Both sets of
parents host both holidays at their homes.

My husband feels we should alternate, one
year spend Christmas with his parents, the
next with mine. I suggested that one year we
host Christmas at our home. That way, both
sets of parents could be with us, but his moth-
er said no because her other children spend
the holidays with them at her house.

Even though I know the fair thing to do
would be to alternate, I do not want to leave
my parents alone on the holidays because I’m
their only child. They have no one else! But
his mother expects us to be there for every
holiday and gets upset if we aren’t. I know
this situation will only get worse once my
husband and I have children. What should we
do? — Holiday Trouble in New York

Dear Holiday Trouble: Because a mar-
riage is supposed to involve the joining togeth-
er of two families into one, you might suggest
to your mother-in-law that she extend an invi-
tation to your parents for the holidays. But if
she’s unwilling or your parents are unable to
travel, then I agree with your husband that
you should alternate the holidays.

After you have children, this should be
discussed again, because it is important that
they get to know their cousins, and it will be
easier to expose them when the family is all
together — whether it’s at your home or your
in-laws’.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A lot of people
won’t put in the necessary work. You’re one of
the rare ones who will. Remember this when
you’re pushing yourself and sweating it out.
The prize seems far off. Maybe so, but you’ll get
there.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It’s the little
things: a smiling compliment, the
rays of sunshine through your
window, the smell of a nice shop.
Your appreciation will attract even
more instances of loveliness.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You have been changed for the
better by a relationship, and not
because it went well. The disap-
pointing things about that union
have inspired you to become
remarkable.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ll help the
ones around you who have yet to develop the
moral conscience necessary to keep out of trou-
ble. Just don’t become so rigid that you miss out
on all the fun.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You do nice things
for people you don’t even like. Imagine what
you’ll do for your favorites. One person in par-
ticular will feel very lucky to have your support
today.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The thing that
makes you squirm, or jump up to defend your-
self, well, usually there’s some truth in it, other-

wise it wouldn’t go nerve-deep like that. Accept
it and be set free.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Love is a wild bird
none can tame. Call to it, ask it to rest on your
shoulder if you want, but wild birds do as they
please. Live your own wilderness and dare love
to catch up.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You weren’t
expecting life to be easy, and you have that going
for you now. Effort, focus and a tolerance for frus-
tration — these three ingredients are required to
manifest anything of value.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When
things don’t go the way you want the lesson may
be more valuable than if your desire had been
fulfilled. That’s what makes today’s win sweeter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Because
willpower is in short supply, your best strategy
is to rely on it less. This is done through the cre-
ation of habits. Sticking to the plan might be
difficult, but it will only be difficult for a few
minutes at a time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Someone who
came before you has already put in the work nec-
essary to get a result that is reasonable, clear and
functional. Now you’ll take it to the next level and
make it beautiful, elegant and poetic.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The best results
will happen as a result of friction today, so don’t
be too quick to back out of conflict. Somewhere
between two strong opinions is a solution that
will work.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Rapists cause a lot of damage, suffering
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