
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: After I became an adult and
left home, my father remarried a woman with
a grown son. “Jack” has been incarcerated for
the past several years.

I have only vague informa-
tion about what he did, but
I do know it was related to
drugs and gang affiliation.

His mother insists he was
“framed” and refuses to talk
about the charges.

I haven’t been able to find
any public information except
that this wasn’t the first time
he was arrested.

My father has hinted that
there is a bigger story there,
but he keeps quiet out of
respect for his wife’s feelings.

Jack will be released soon, and my step-
mom is already planning big family events
for us to welcome him home. I have a wife and
kids now, and I’m not sure I want them around
an ex-con.

At the same time, I don’t really know what
happened, and I don’t want to start a family
rift.

What should I do next? — What’s The
Secret?

Dear What’s: Talk to your father and tell
him that unless you know the whole story
about what Jack did that you will not be a part
of the welcome home party.

As a parent, you have a right to know
whether your children could be in danger if
they are around him and base your decision
on it.

Not that Jack might ever hurt your chil-
dren, but should a rival gang member come
after him, they might be collateral damage, as
we so often read about these days. Better to err
on the side of caution.

Dear Abby: I was divorced 10 years ago. My
children are all over 21. I talk with them once
a month, but I contact my ex-wife only when
there’s an issue that relates to our kids.

My ex now has cancer. When she dies, am I
expected to attend the funeral? I would like to
go as a show of respect to my kids. However,
I don’t know how they would react because
they know I have had little contact with their
mother for the last decade.

The same question goes for my ex-mother-
in-law, who is almost 90. I had a good relation-
ship with her until the divorce, at which point
she would no longer talk to me. Should I be
there since she is the grandmother of my chil-
dren? — Planning Ahead

Dear Planning: I think your question
may be somewhat premature. Your relation-
ship with your ex-wife and her mother may
improve before anyone dies — and let’s admit
it, YOU could be the one to go first.

If there is any chance that your presence
at her mother’s funeral would upset your ex-
wife, then I vote for skipping it and explaining
the reason to your children. As to attending
your ex’s funeral when (and IF) the time
comes, remember that funerals are to comfort
the living.

During one of your monthly conversations
with your children — once your ex-wife is
determined to be terminal and NOT before
— ask what their wishes are and abide by
them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You know the
kind of person you want to be friends with, and
you seek these friendships out now with some suc-
cess. Common interests and beliefs are part of it,
though emotional simpatico is a bigger part.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your manner of
interacting will follow a course. It’s important to
start off right. If you interact tim-
idly, that’s how things will continue.
Start out strong and there will be an
entirely different trajectory.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You may not feel like contribut-
ing, or maybe you’re just unsure of
what you have to offer. Give anyway.
Themore you participate, the better
you’ll enjoy the others around you,
which will lead to a more solidified
group.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It would be awe-
some if wherever you went today you were able
to feel relaxed and engaged with a real sense of
belonging. It’s not going to happen, but go anyway.
The risk will pay off.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Take up space — physi-
cally, audibly and spiritually — with that big pres-
ence you’ve been known to turn up. By making
yourself bigger you’ll honor the gifts you’ve been
hiding lately.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll get what you
need when you go where you’re likely to be taken
care of. That means avoiding narcissists, i.e., those

who simply cannot recognize the feelings and
needs of others.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There have been
times when you set your personal boundaries too
wide for your own good. Then you overcompensat-
ed by setting them too rigid. Today brings evidence
that you’ve found the perfect middle ground.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.21).Youwouldn’twant
to be in an intimate relationship with someone you
didn’t love, which is all the more reason to affirm
your deep appreciation and devotion to yourself.
Self-love will set the tone for all other ties.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). This is a
different cast of characters than you used to have
around you. You’ve changed, so you resonate with
a new set of people. You’ll be attracting one more
major player to your scene before the week is up.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Children pre-
tend to be superheroes. Adults on dates or in job
interviews do versions of the same thing. To adopt
an idealized self-image is only human. Still, it’s
something to be aware of and keep in check today.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re the lead-
er again. A certain bored person may question
your authority just to create mischief. Avoid this
problem by anticipating it. Give everyone a task,
even if you have to make it up.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Because you’re
sensitive, you’ll notice that one of your loved ones
is seeking more than the usual encouragement
and validation. This dip in self-esteem is some-
thing you can help with.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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