
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am turning 40 and have never
been married.

Lately, on dates, men have started ask-
ing me why I’ve never married. It makes
me uncomfortable, and I don’t
know how to answer them.

I have always been attract-
ed to emotionally abusive men
and have always been the one
to break things off.

I was abused as a child and
was also a victim of sexual
trauma.

I’m not sure if this is why
abusive men keep showing up
in my life.

I’d like to meet someone
who is kind and stable. Is it
too late, and how do I answer the question as
to why I’ve never been married? — Forever
Single in Chicago

Dear Forever Single: Because someone
asks a question does not compel you to do a
psychological striptease.

A way to answer without baring your soul
would be to say that you haven’t met the right

man yet. (If you are attracted to abusive men,
that’s the truth.)

People are usually attracted to the familiar.
Because of your background, you may not
pick up on warning signs that might alert oth-
ers that there is trouble ahead.

This does not mean it’s too late for you
to find a caring, supportive life partner —
however, you might have an easier time of
accomplishing it if you schedule some ses-
sions with a licensed mental health profes-
sional.

Old habits are hard to break, but it can be
done.

Dear Abby: When my husband passed
away four years ago, I donated his corneas to
a local organization.

I was told the donor family could write a let-
ter to the recipients, who remain anonymous,
telling them a little something about the donor
but without divulging any personal data.

I finally felt up to doing it a couple of years
after the funeral.

I sent the letters to the organization, which
forwarded them to the recipients. I was told
not to expect a reply.

I learned that two women in California
had each received one of my husband’s cor-
neas.

I have not heard from either of these ladies,
which I really don’t understand. I don’t want
a pat on the back, but I’d love to know how the
corneas changed their lives.

It would help me know that my husband’s
death was not in vain. — Widow in Washington
State

Dear Widow: Your husband’s death was
not in vain. You did a wonderful thing in
offering his corneas so that others might see.
Not every surviving relative is as brave as you
were to do that.

Frankly, it’s hard to guess why you haven’t
heard from the recipients. I can’t imagine
that they aren’t extremely grateful for what
you did.

However, many people have great difficulty
expressing their feelings on paper. The lucky
individuals who were given those corneas
may be among them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Each person
lives in the reality of his or her feelings — a real-
ity that others may not share. Because you are
sensitive to this basic human condition you’ll be
included in someone’s inner circle.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your creative
efforts will be well-received, but only if you have
the courage to work them out. The
beginning stages will be rough,
but keep going. Don’t expect your-
self to get it right the first time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Unless you’re getting the story
straight from the source, it’s likely
to be severely distorted. If you’re
getting it from the source it will
likely only be somewhat distort-
ed.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Mindful that everyone has their own set of
special associations, you’ll be careful to steer
clear of anything with the potential to be sacred,
loaded with extra meaning or offensive in any
way.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Intuition will spark
and flame in you. When you find that you know
immediately and without a process of reason,
it’s an impulse to act on. A fellow fire sign (Aries,
Leo or Sagittarius) will be involved.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Question and
analyze what others are accepting as truth. Just
because a tradition or belief has been handed

down on good authority doesn’t make it auto-
matically right or beneficial to all involved.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Don’t be afraid
to ask for a favor. It won’t put the other person
off; in fact your benefactor will like you even
more than before. To help others is a real human
need.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The animal
kingdom will call to you. You might even open
your home to a new creature. If you’re already
a pet owner, the care and maintenance of your
animal will play into the day.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). While fol-
lowing your heart, let your mind ride shotgun.
It will be chatty company today and will have
lots of insights and probably protests about the
journey.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When
you’re not sure you can “fake it till you make it,”
try believing instead. Deepen your commitment.
Tell yourself that you can and will because it’s
who you are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Two realities
can be correct at the same time, so it’s useless
to argue with a person who doesn’t see it as you
do. Agreeing to disagree is a middle ground. The
best course is to seek understanding.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The basics of
an upcoming event will be the same as they were
last time and the time before. This is the ideal
day to plan the extra fluff on the outside — the
details that will make memories.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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