
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m a 20-year-old college stu-
dent. I have never dated anyone besides my
current boyfriend, “Cody.”

He’s my first-ever boyfriend. I met him
in high school, but we ran
into each other in college and
quickly began a relationship.
We’re now into our third year
together.

We have professed our love
for each other.

He never said “I love you”
to any of his past girlfriends,
and I’m happy he said it to
me.

My concern is that we
talk like we’ll be together for-
ever. I think I’d be happy, but
should I worry that I’ll never know if there
may be other guys I feel a stronger connec-
tion to?

Or if I have enough experience to know
what love is? — Just Thinking in Florida

Dear Just Thinking: If you’re writ-
ing to me, you ARE worrying. While for
many couples their first love is also their

last one, for many others it isn’t, which
may be why there are so many exes in this
world.

My advice is to tell Cody that while you
care for him, you feel it would be better for
both of you to take a break and see other
people.

In some cases, it can cement a relationship.
In others, it can destroy it.

Going that route can be risky, but if either
partner is having any doubts, that’s the road
to take.

Dear Abby: My father died last month.
He’d had a massive stroke and was incapaci-
tated for the last 10 days of his life and was on
life support.

After I arrived at the hospital, I received a
call from a woman who informed me that she
is my half-sister. It was upsetting, to say the
least.

Not only was I losing my father, but I never
thought he could keep a secret of this magni-
tude from me.

Because I was angry, I wasn’t friendly
toward her.

Should I initiate a relationship with this

woman? I’m 38. My siblings and I were born
during my parents’ marriage.

This woman’s mother is someone he had
an affair with before, during and after his
marriage.

I have mixed emotions because I feel loyal to
my mother, and I’m devastated by my father’s
deception regarding this child. — Upset in
Georgia

Dear Upset: I doubt your mother will wel-
come this person’s presence in her life, so at
least for now, I think reaching out would be
a mistake.

Your mother might perceive it as almost as
much of a betrayal as your father’s was with
his girlfriend.

Before going further, the question you need
to ask yourself is, “Would the benefit out-
weigh the cost?”

Until you can answer that, my advice is to
do nothing.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your loved ones
will support you in unselfish ways, so be quick
with the gratitude and praise. Lay the positive
reinforcement on thick.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re an active
listener, even when what you’re listening to is
a bunch of griping. You’ll make it known that
you understand the other person’s
situation and feelings about it.
You’re a good friend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Feel like the gardener to another
person’s flower? Well, guess what?
You’re a flower too. Stop tending
to the other flower, and point your
inner bud toward the sunshine.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Even though you long ago forgave
someone’s hurtful behavior, you
still feel the wound of it. How can you move to
the “forget” stage? The better question is: Do you
really want to? When you want to, you will.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You like to give,
but you don’t like the other person to feel obli-
gated to reciprocate. That’s why you may choose
to deliver your kindness in secret and remain
anonymous.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Dependency
breeds closeness. If you don’t need anything
from the other person, it weakens the bond. Are
you willing to be a little more vulnerable? You
have good reasons, whichever way you feel.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Ask for what you
think you should want and you’ll get it — but
it won’t fulfill anything in you and the wanting
will continue. So why not ask for what you really
want? You may not get it, but at least you’ll have
a chance to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Choosing the
right opponent will be key to your self-improve-
ment plan. Ultimately, the one to beat is your
own last score, but a worthy competitor on the
outside will be a necessary part of helping you
get there.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). While hav-
ing numerous relationships may make you popu-
lar, having one good relationship is all it takes to
make you happy today, especially if that relation-
ship is with your nearest and dearest.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Others get
strength from interacting with you. They are
inspired by your battle. They are impressed
with your mission. They are enamored by your
presence.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Everything
has a cost. Ask up front, “How much?” If you’re
not getting a dollar amount as an answer, think
about the other forms of payment. How much is
your time, energy and attention worth?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When there’s
something that doesn’t seem right to you about a
process, person or place, trust that. Also, consid-
er every missed opportunity as a blessing. Maybe
it’s better you didn’t get into all that!

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Couple need a break to see if they work
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