
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Explorer Sebastian
6 Thurman of “Pulp

Fiction”
9 Battling

14 Looking-glass girl
15 Guy’s partner
16 Hangman’s knot
17 Not even worth

loathing
20 Grate stuff
21 Patella location
22 Put on TV
23 Call a talk show
27 Inexactitude
29 She’s possessive
30 Fox step?
32 Lubricant
33 General Bradley
35 Rani’s wrap
37 Expressed

enjoyment
41 Not readily apparent
44 Come next
45 O’Casey or Connery
46 Square in the

shower
47 North Pole worker
49 Some parents
51 Glasgow youngster
52 Cup of the NHL
56 Pairs of emcees
58 __ Nol of Cambodia
59 Dog tired
61 Sine qua __
62 Not feeling up to

snuff
68 Poker option

69 Unified
70 Gene Tierney title

role

71 Seek mercy
72 Like a single sock
73 Jack of the nursery

rhyme

DOWN
1 Taxi
2 Pub order
3 Open container
4 Briny deep
5 Wonderland service
6 Vocalized grunt
7 Sennett of Keystone

Kops
8 Going solo
9 Situated toward the

front
10 Shoe’s tip
11 Female
12 Jellied meat
13 Tackle again
18 Need to drink
19 Stout’s sleuth Wolfe
23 One who fears
24 Macho guys
25 Spoken

examinations

26 Wyle and Gordon
28 In the rigging
31 Trapped in

branches
34 Port on the Seine
36 Abraham’s son
38 Salutes
39 Showy display
40 Notable

achievements
42 Of good upbringing
43 Left to finish
48 Stocking stuffers
50 Sandbars
52 Eat soup impolitely
53 Of sound quality
54 MacDowell of

“Groundhog Day”
55 Enthusiastic cry
57 Ready to be served
60 See after
63 NASA’s ISS

partner
64 Make one
65 “Ben- __”
66 Slice of history
67 Ship deserter
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Popped off

Look beyond antibiotics for infections
Dear Dr. Roach: I have a

problem taking antibiotics
that treat infections. Every
time I do, I have an unpleas-
ant reaction. For something
like a UTI, is it possible to get
a one-dose treatment instead
of taking a number of days’
treatment? I probably could
tolerate one day. I tend to
panic over side effects, and it
would help if I could get just
one dose instead of many. I
assume that it would come via
an injection. Help! — M.G.

At least one antibiotic for
urine infections, fosfomy-
cin, comes as a single dose.
However, when I see someone
with recurrent urinary tract
infections that need antibiot-
ics, I wonder why the person is
getting them in the first place.
In older women, the most
likely cause is atrophic vagi-
nitis, a condition that leads to
bacteria getting into the blad-
der more easily. In older men,
it’s often a prostate problem

that is preventing the bladder
from emptying properly. Both
men and women can have kid-
ney or bladder stones, which
is a risk factor for recurrent
infections. Depending on the
situation, a CT scan or medi-
cal, gynecologic or urologic
evaluations may be necessary
in finding the cause of recur-
rent infections.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a
78-year-old woman, and I take
pravastatin for my cholesterol.
I try to eat well. I have a fam-
ily history of high blood pres-
sure and heart attack. What
would be the consequences of
having uncontrolled high cho-
lesterol? — A.B.

High cholesterol, like high
blood pressure, is treated to
reduce the risk of damaged
and blocked blood vessels.

In the heart, these may lead
to heart attack. In the brain,
these may lead to stroke, and
in the major blood vessels of
the chest, abdomen and legs,
they can lead to pain and
inability to have good muscle
function.

Unfortunately, even the best
treatment we have only reduc-
es risk, and doesn’t eliminate
it. As a rough estimate, a 78-
year-old woman with mod-
erately high cholesterol but
no high blood pressure has
about a 19 percent risk of a
heart attack or stroke in 10
years. However, that number
can be brought down to just
over 17 percent by taking a
medication like pravastatin.
That might not sound like
a big benefit, but it means
a lot fewer heart attacks if
everyone with risk factors is
treated optimally.

I must stress that the medi-
cation is only part of the
treatment. Good diet, control
of blood pressure and quit-

ting smoking are other power-
ful ways to reduce risk. So is
regular moderate exercise.

DR. ROACH WRITES: I
received many responses
to my recent column on the
pain associated with breast
biopsies, the vast majority of
which were from women who
had had good experiences dur-
ing their breast biopsies and
wanted to encourage other
women in their situation to
not be afraid and to proceed
with the procedure.

However, I also heard from
women who noted that with a
chronic pain syndrome, such
as fibromyalgia, the breast
biopsy can indeed be very
painful, and recommended
that women who have similar
issues discuss other types of
pain management before the
biopsy is performed.

One woman suggested I
have a large needle placed in
the scrotum to see if it caused
me more than “discomfort.”
That wasn’t very nice.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

1/8Visit: ADailyCrossword.com

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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