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DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-lefter word from the letters in each row. Add
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-
point bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words
are in the Official SCRABBLE Players Dictionary, 5th Edition.
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 'q
one letter to each square, | can't
to form four ordinary words. believe 'm
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YOU SHOULD BE GRATEFUL

WHY DO I HAVE TO SHOW
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YOU HAVE A WARM HOME
TO LIVE IN.
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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Answer:  When the hen bought the new two-door sports
car, she bought a — CHICKEN “COUPE”
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Proctalgia fugax, literal pain in the rear

Dear Dr. Roach: I hope
you can help me. I have a pain
that I would be embarrassed
to share, in my small town,
with the person who makes
my doctor appointments, then
the young girls who take my
blood pressure and weight,
and then, finally, with the doc-
tor. I'm in my late 40s. In the
past year, about three or four
times I have been awakened in
the middle of the night with
pain in my anus. Other than
that I'm eating better, I can’t
think of any changes in my
life to account for this. Should
I be worried? — Anon.

DR. KEITH ROACH

their doctor about it. However,
you should do so, not because
proctalgia fugax is dangerous
(it isn’t), but because there
are uncommon causes of rec-
tal pain that are more worri-
some.

An anal fissure, a small
tear in the lining of the anus,
is the most common cause,
but hemorrhoids and ulcers
are painful too, and can be
excluded with a physical
examination. The prostate
and coccyx (tailbone) may

look for infection or inflam-
mation should be normal with
proctalgia fugax and can help
ensure that there is no more
worrisome cause.

Your physician is used to
hearing about every element
of body function imaginable
— and some you might not
be able to imagine. Don’t be
embarrassed. You can tell
your doctor’s assistants that
you prefer to discuss your
issue with your doctor direct-
ly. Doctors have an obligation
to keep your personal infor-
mation private.

Proctalgia fugax often is
treated effectively with firm

on this matter? True, or not
true? — R.M.

Not true, certainly. I won-
der how this kind of mis-
information gets started. I
suspect that the information
became confused in transit.
Perhaps the doctor suggested
an epidural for back pain but
warned that there are many
causes, including cancer (leu-
kemia uncommonly spreads
to the central nervous sys-
tem). Perhaps the physician
explaining the side effects of
epidural mentioned the word
“hematoma,” which literally
means “tumor of blood,” but

“What do | use to
when it gets dirty?”

sty

wash the soap

Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Cy runs scared

Cy the Cynic, whose cynicism
often focuses on our dysfunctional
political system, says that politicians
are always running: If they’re not
running for office, they’re running
for cover.

Cy probably wanted to run and
hide after today’s deal. As declarer at
3NT, he took the queen of clubs and
led the A-K and a third diamond — a
losing play in the long run. When
East won, he led the ten of spades:
queen, king.

The Cynic won the spade return
but had only eight tricks. He cashed a

diamond, your partner responds one
spade, you bid INT and he jumps to
three diamonds. What do you say?

ANSWER: If partner’s jump-
preference is forcing, bid three
spades. But most pairs treat many of
responder’s jump-preferences and
jump-rebids as invitational, and then
to pass would be correct since you
have no extra strength. Discuss this
issue with your partner and reach an
agreement.
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