
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Places for murals
6 Bridge triumph

10 Bluish green
14 Refrain in a

children’s song
15 Garr of “Close

Encounters...”
16 Wrinkly-faced pets
17 Abbreviated trials?
19 Smooth

comparative
20 Kids
21 Concise summary
23 Easily influenced
27 Invigorating
28 Accustomed
29 Befit
30 Our star
33 Lots of land
34 French writer Jules
35 One of the

Gershwins
36 Memorandum
37 Deceitful maneuver
38 Gaff
39 Period of history
40 Great care and

effort
41 Stellar blasts
42 Snow runner
43 “__ of Green

Gables”
44 Cool as a cucumber
45 Colorful

salamanders
47 Paparazzi tools
48 Gap

50 Fireside yarn
51 Saudi, e.g.
52 Limited visits?

58 Burkina Faso
neighbor

59 Troublemaker in
“Othello”

60 Uncanny
61 She in Cherbourg
62 Bikini bomb
63 Sacked out

DOWN
1 Part of WWW
2 Jordan’s sobriquet
3 Honolulu handout
4 Whopper
5 Sentimentalists
6 Hawaii or Alaska,

e.g.
7 Reduced by
8 Is plural
9 Typographical error

10 Vaulted recesses
11 Fast cash?
12 Citrus fruit with a

thick wrinkly skin
13 Requests
18 Heartless
22 Solemn ceremony

23 Keaton and Sawyer
24 Open, as wine
25 Offstage noise?
26 Baobab or acacia,

e.g.
27 Gets too much

sun
29 Flower of Paris?
31 Journalist Fallaci
32 Gaps
34 Blood vessels
37 Disney classic
38 Aching
40 Hock
41 Unbeatable foes
44 Granular seasoning
46 Composer Blake
47 Ricochet
48 Like a weak joke
49 Sea of Asia
50 Like some fast-food

orders
53 Kind of trick or band
54 Phone #
55 Vein content
56 Die dot
57 Matched outfit
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Recognizing an error

UTI meds not culprit in causing MDS
Dear Dr. Roach: My hus-

band’s urologist put him on
trimethoprim for a urinary
tract infection. He was on
this medication for 90 days
and was then told to take it
another 90 days. Upon reading
more, we found that it should
be taken for only 10 days.

After going for a blood test
recommended by our primary
care physician, not the urolo-
gist, my husband was diag-
nosed with myelodysplastic
syndrome. We read that this
is a possible side effect of the
drug.

My husband had to under-
go a bone marrow biopsy, and
is under the care of an oncolo-
gist. We are taking a “wait
and see” approach to his MDS.
He has a low-grade MDS, and
so he is going to get his blood
tested every two months rath-
er than start on Procrit to
raise his blood count, as it also
has dangerous side effects.

Do you have any advice?
— A.L.

The myelodysplastic syn-
dromes are a group of related
illnesses in which the bone
marrow is unable to provide
adequate red blood cells, white
blood cells or platelets. These
diseases are caused by genetic
mutations, some of which may
be inherited; others may come
as a result of damage to DNA,
such as by chemotherapy and
radiation. Trimethoprim is
a broad-spectrum antibiotic
that does have the possible
side effect of causing damage
to bone marrow. Bone marrow
damage from trimethoprim
has some resemblance to
myelodysplastic syndromes,
but trimethoprim does not
cause MDS.

Although there is no cure
for MDS, people with “low
grade” MDS may live many
years without needing treat-
ment. A complete discussion

of the treatment options for
MDS is beyond the scope of
this column, but the goals
of treatment are to control
symptoms and to improve the
quality of life. Transfusions
and bone marrow-stimulat-
ing drugs like erythropoietin
(Procrit) often are used,.

Dear Dr. Roach: I recently
read to be aware of dangers
when eating canned toma-
toes from dented cans. A new
salvage grocery has opened
locally and features many
items that are dented, crushed
packages or slightly out of
date. Many of these items are
still good, and offer an oppor-
tunity to save money.

As a home gardener, I real-
ize that it’s much easier to buy
a dented can of tomatoes for a
very small price than to spend
hours canning tomatoes. Is it
safe? — M.K.

With damaged cans, our
concern is for the toxin from

a bacterium, Clostridium
botuli, which causes the dis-
ease botulism. Botulism is
extremely rare, but is higher
in low acid or tomato-based
foods.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture recommends
discarding any cans with
deep dents (those with sharp
edges), because they may con-
tain holes that allow the bacte-
ria to enter. Also, any can that
lets out contents or gas when
opening should be discarded
without tasting. Small dents
are generally not worrisome.

Home canning is associated
with a higher risk of botu-
lism, as inexperienced home
canners may not strictly fol-
low safe canning techniques.

The expiration date on a
shelf-stable food like canned
tomatoes refers to qual-
ity, not safety. In other words,
although it is still safe to
consume, it may not have the
same quality after its expira-
tion date.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

2/19Visit: ADailyCrossword.com

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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