
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Big trucks
6 Sleeper’s timer

11 Lenore’s creator,
initially?

14 Sunken ship
15 __ del Sol
16 East Lansing sch.
17 Classic of magic
20 __ culpa (Sorry

‘bout that)
21 Comment from a

klutz
22 Impresario Sol
23 Waikiki feast
26 Mexicali holiday
27 Low-growing

woodlands flower
32 Moron
33 Burpee order
34 Greek letters
37 Affleck and Gazzara
38 Soda fountain

offerings
39 Cleave
40 Droop
41 Half a tape
42 Flower of Texas
43 Particle physics

model
45 Chan or Coogan
48 Violent public

disorder
49 Moral standard
50 Very small amount
53 A long way away
56 Prudhoe Bay to

Valdez connection
60 Rebellion leader

Turner
61 Cosmetician Lauder

62 Expenses
63 Sound of a leak
64 Demolishes

65 Square

DOWN
1 Do the crawl
2 Fish-eating eagle
3 Achieving Olympic

glory
4 Here, in Nice
5 Jamaican music
6 Height: pref.
7 Cloverleaf arm
8 Some vipers
9 Hwy.

10 ‘48 & ‘52 Olympic
decathlon winner

11 Middle Eastern
rulers

12 Fancy tie
13 Genuine: slang
18 Subject of a

sentence
19 Regretted bitterly
24 Japanese salad

ingredients
25 At the age of: L.
26 G-men
27 Wedge-shaped

adjustable parts
28 Old music halls

29 Hebrew letter
30 Hayes or Hunt
31 Mark sale items
34 Shark entourage
35 Welsh actor Novello
36 Physically

provocative
38 Deep, slimy soil
39 Stat starter?
41 Adhesive label
42 Greek letter
43 Roof-top tote
44 Force into a corner
45 Durable pants
46 Book of maps
47 Casual

conversations
50 Former Peruvian

currency
51 Unpack
52 Draws
54 Debate side
55 Breathing: abbr.
57 Tempe sch.
58 Collector’s French

coin
59 Chaney of horror

movies
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Unnecessary finesse?

Breast cancer reduces the quality of life
Dear Dr. Roach: I’m a very

active 67-year-old female who
does not sit still. In 2008, I was
diagnosed with stage 4 breast
cancer (breast, spine, lymph
nodes).

No chemo has been admin-
istered, but I received 30 days
of radiation for a small tumor
on my left knee.

For three years I have
been receiving Affinitor and
exemestane for treatment. I
had quarterly meetings with
my oncologist, but no tests
were done other than blood
work.

My tumor markers went
from 35 in June to 64 as of
December 2014. At each meet-
ing I was told that follow-up
CTs didn’t appear to be need-
ed.

In January 2015, CT scans
and MRI showed that the can-
cer had spread like wildfire
to include kidney, liver, right
shoulder blade and ribs on
both sides of my spine.

Panic has set in, and I’m

being advised that I have two
immediate options: standard
chemo or a drug called Xeloda,
to be administered via eight
pills a day, three weeks on, one
week off, for a year.

I decided against standard
chemo. I’ve been told I could
have 30 months’ longevity
if I proceed despite the side
effects of Xeloda.

If you were me would you
choose: to take the Xeloda and
have poor quality of life or
let life not be prolonged by
not taking the pill and instead
let nature take its course? I
really need an outside view-
point. — N.N.

I am very sorry to hear
about how your cancer has
spread.

First off, I really don’t
understand why your oncolo-
gist did not get the appropri-

ate scans to look for evidence
of spread. It sounds like the
Affinitor (everolimus, normal-
ly used for receptor-positive
breast cancer in combination
with exemestane in women
who have not responded to
other similar medications)
and exemestane (an aroma-
tase inhibitor, which keeps
the body from being able to
make estrogen) did well for
you for a few years.

The blood test you got was a
tumor marker, possibly CEA,
CA 15.3 or CA 27.29, which
tends to go up with progres-
sion of cancer.

Unfortunately, the blood
tests are not perfect, and in
your case it sounds like they
did not help your oncologist
diagnose the fast growth of
the cancer once the medica-
tion you were taking became
less effective.

Xeloda (capecitabine) cer-
tainly has high potential for
side effects. Depending on the
dose, more than half of people

will have some side effects,
most commonly nausea, diar-
rhea and hand-and-foot syn-
drome, which causes redness,
numbness or tingling, which
may occur in the hands or
feet. These side effects are
dose-related, usually mild or
moderate but can be severe.

If a patient of mine asked
me the question you are ask-
ing, I would probably advise
giving the medication a try.
You may be lucky and have
few or mild side effects.

If the side effects are ter-
rible, you can stop, and they
should go away fairly quickly.
The dosage can be changed if
necessary.

I understand that you are
looking to maximize the qual-
ity of your life, not the length,
but breast cancer certainly
reduces the quality of life.
Xeloda can cause side effects,
but it also may improve both
quality and quantity of life,
which is why I recommend
giving it a try.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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