
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Uh-huh!
4 Had title to
9 Swimming stroke

14 Opening Day
pitcher

15 Operate a loom
16 Catch a film again
17 Connie Francis hit
20 “Damn Yankees”

siren
21 Rival pontiffs
22 Internet
25 Upscale ’60s Ford
26 Engage in litigation
29 Duty-free
33 West of Hollywood
36 Let loose
38 Poke fun
39 Land of the lost
42 Western tribe
43 Numerical datum
44 Apiece
45 Golden oldie
47 Congeal
48 Theater sign letters
49 Contrail milieu
51 Winter sport
57 Tanguay and Gabor
61 Christopher Reeve

film
64 Carrying a weapon
65 Tropical creeper
66 Oath
67 Calendar elements
68 Nettlesome
69 Foolish individual

DOWN
1 Sailing vessel with

two masts

2 Nymph in love with
Narcissus

3 Banana strip
4 Be beholding to
5 Soggy
6 Okinawa port
7 __ as we speak
8 Obligation
9 Burial chambers

10 Make fairway
repairs

11 Urgent letters?
12 Existed
13 Majors and Marvin
18 Lacking experience
19 Portraitist’s

materials
23 & others
24 Army post
26 Offer a recap
27 Come together
28 Church leader
30 Bantu language
31 Some jabs
32 Buchanan and

Ferber

33 Convenes
34 Eaglet’s abode
35 Construct
37 Sullivan and Koch
38 Intermediate

learning inst.
40 Name on an

elevator
41 Candle part
45 Assembled

masses
46 Nessie’s home
48 Like some nighties
50 Up to the present
51 How ‘bout that!
52 Fruit center
53 Samms or Calve
54 Common seaweed
55 Border lake
56 Consenting votes
58 Long live!
59 Old Testament

book
60 Puts in a hem
62 Squirt from a squid
63 Vote option
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Allergic reaction

Creutzfeldt-Jakob is a sporadic disease
Dear Dr. Roach: My

58-year-old daughter has
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
She started to have memory
problems in April 2015. I know
this disease is rare, and I can’t
find out much about it. We
know she doesn’t have long to
live, because she can’t feed or
take care of herself. Needless
to say, I am heartbroken. Is
this something her children
should worry about? — B.R.

I am very sorry to hear
it. Of all the many diseases,
physicians fear the degenera-
tive neurological diseases the
most. Creutzfeldt-Jakob dis-
ease comes in several forms;
90 percent of the time, it is
sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease, caused by a genetic
mutation that causes accumu-
lation of a prion protein in
the brain. This prion is infec-
tious. In the past, improper
sterilization and transplants
led to transmission of the dis-
ease.

Transmission of prion pro-
tein seems to be the cause
of variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease, of which there are
about 225 reported cases in
the world’s literature, and
probably related to bovine
spongiform encephalopathy,
so-called mad cow disease. It is
believed that no cases of vari-
ant Creutzfeldt-Jakob have
been acquired in the U.S.

There is a familial type of
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease,
reported most commonly in
Libya, Chile and Hungary. It
is caused by a different gene
mutation, and is distinguished
molecularly. There is usually
a family history.

Sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease shows rapidly pro-
gressive neurologic damage,
including memory, behavior
and abnormal movements.
There is no effective treat-

ment, and death usually
occurs within a year of symp-
tom onset. More information
is available at www.ninds.nih.
gov/index.htm.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am try-
ing to reduce or eliminate my
use of Nexium, which I have
been taking for about 10 years.
I have prescription-strength
40 mg, and I have purchased
over-the-counter 20-mg cap-
sules. My intent is to take 40
mg one day and 20 mg the next
and so on for a while, then go
to all 20 mg every day, then
take the 20 mg every other day.
Depending on how I react, I
will stop taking it altogether.
My doctor is in support of me
trying to reduce or stop taking
this medication.

My question is: The drug
sheets issued with the 40-mg
capsule say to take the medi-
cine and wait 60 minutes with
no food. The OTC informa-
tion leaflet that is included
with the capsules say to take

the medicine first thing in the
morning, and does not indi-
cate any need to wait before
eating. Why is there a differ-
ence in these two instructions
on taking Nexium? I need to
know if I can just take the
capsules when I get up in
the morning before I eat my
breakfast and not worry about
waiting an hour to eat, which
I find hard to do. — B.G.

Tapering down the dose
when trying to stop a proton
pump inhibitor like esome-
prazole (Nexium) is an excel-
lent idea, as there can be
worsening of symptoms if
suddenly stopped. Your plan
for tapering is just what I tell
my patients.

Food slows and reduces
the absorption of Nexium by
about 50 percent. This may
not be enough to make a dif-
ference in symptoms, but you
should be aware of it as you
are tapering off the medica-
tion.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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