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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Bird’s crop
5 Groom oneself

10 Subsides
14 Verdi opera
15 Trevanian novel,

“The __ Sanction”
16 Come together
17 Updike collection
19 Australia’s largest

lake
20 Attempter
21 Lombard or King
23 Grounded bird
26 Raised railways
27 Occupied the throne
28 Meddlesome

women
30 Did some garden

maintenance
31 Calls a chicken
32 Uses emery
33 Make holes
36 Holm oak
37 Uninhabited region
38 No longer here
39 Continental NASA

equivalent
40 Adds some

seasoning
41 __ Ste. Marie
42 Marcia and Dick
44 Motley collection
45 Not skillful with tools
47 Police officer
48 Tango team
49 Less of a mess
50 Sergeant fish
52 Red ink entry
53 Too distant

58 At rest
59 Barbarian
60 Part of MYOB

61 Color alterer
62 Brought to a

conclusion
63 Witty Bombeck

DOWN
1 Tabby
2 Carnival city,

casually
3 Fuss about nothing
4 Float on the wind
5 Dangers
6 Bar mitzvahs and

baptisms
7 Borodin’s Russian

prince
8 Ryan of “Sleepless

in Seattle”
9 Continues after a

pause
10 Materialize
11 No question
12 Uncle Miltie
13 Emma Peel’s

partner
18 Zones
22 Helpful hints
23 Singer Gorme

24 Dinners
25 Inaccessibly

situated
27 Tears
29 Cowboy’s nickname
30 Disney and

Whitman
32 Soft and lustrous
34 Marital relation
35 Square one
37 Free-standing

closet
38 Joke or choke
40 Rational
41 Quality of taste
43 Second of two

mentioned
44 Having a ceiling
45 Voided
46 In want
47 Twenty fins?
50 Kind of poker
51 Comic actor

Danny
54 Fancy vase
55 Fin. neighbor
56 Wrigley product
57 Historic period
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Crushing blows

Aortic root aneurysm is close to heart
Dear Dr. Roach: Two weeks

ago, my sister-in-law, age 74
and in excellent health, col-
lapsed and died suddenly and
unexpectedly while working
full time at a nearby univer-
sity. The autopsy reports that
she died from aorta root rup-
ture. What causes aorta root
rupture? What are its symp-
toms? My brother is strug-
gling with his wife’s death, as
are all in the family. Any help
you can give us will be deeply
appreciated. — M.B.

I am sorry to hear about
your sister-in-law.

The aortic root is the begin-
ning of the aorta, the largest
blood vessel in the body. The
root is right where it begins at
the aortic valve, where blood
comes out of the left ventricle.
A rupture at this point almost
always means an aneurysm,
an enlargement of the blood
vessel. As the blood vessel
expands, it thins; the pressure
against the wall of the vessel

increases, further increasing
the risk of rupture.

The most common risk fac-
tors for aortic root aneurysm
are smoking, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes and high cho-
lesterol. However, even with
multiple risk factors, this is a
rare condition (seen in about
one person in 10,000), and it
is much more likely in men
than in women. Stress may
increase blood pressure, but
it is not a direct risk for aortic
aneurysm or rupture.

Marfan syndrome is a genet-
ic condition characteristically
associated with aneurysms of
the aortic root. People with
Marfan syndrome often are
taller than their parents, with
disproportionally long arms
and certain other character-
istics of their chest, eyes and
hard palate. Even so, some
people are never diagnosed,

partly because the range of
expression of the condition
is broad. Most authorities
recommend that first-degree
family members of people
who had a dilatation or aneu-
rysm of the thoracic aorta get
evaluated by a screening test.
I would recommend that your
sister-in-law’s immediate fam-
ily discuss this with their phy-
sicians. More information is
available at www.marfan.org.

Dear Dr. Roach: I had a
CT scan of my heart, which
also revealed a spot in my left
lung. A pulmonologist diag-
nosed it as a hamartoma, 2 cm
in length. When they looked
at a scan from 16 years earlier,
they found that it was there
and 1.4 cm in length. My doc-
tor is not concerned, since it
has grown only 0.6 cm in 16
years.

What can you tell me about
a hamartoma? Is there any-
thing I can do to shrink or
eliminate it? — M.P.

A hamartoma (from the
Greek root meaning “defect”)
is a benign type of tumor, the
most common benign tumor
of the lung. It is a disorga-
nized group of cells that
grow very slowly and have
no, or almost no, potential to
become a malignant cancer.
Hamartomas are most com-
mon in men between 50 and
70. They usually are diagnosed
incidentally, meaning they are
discovered when looking for
something else, as in your
case. Mistakes in diagnosis
are very rare by an experi-
enced reader of a CT scan.

Nothing usually needs to
be done for a hamartoma,
especially one like yours that
has been very stable over a
long time. Although it could
be removed surgically, there
is no reason to take that risk,
except in the rare case when
a very large hamartoma is
pushing up against something
important, like a major blood
vessel.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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