
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 __ Lama
6 Phnom __

10 Fizzling-out sound
14 Stravinsky and

Sikorsky
15 Graphic beginning?
16 Singer of

“Footloose”
17 Redheads
19 Arkin or King
20 Center starter?
21 Scrooge’s outburst
22 “Winnie-the-Pooh”

author
24 Replace a cork
26 Current off Ecuador
27 Outdoor movies
29 Hot shot
32 Salinger heroine
35 Be ill
36 Harmonize
38 Moe Howard’s

brother
40 Jolson and Gore
42 Pleasantly flavorful
43 Bow of greeting
45 Worldwide help grp.
47 Fast fliers
48 Summer hours in

NY
49 Exercise sessions
52 Sharp singer
54 Difficult to deal with
58 Egged on
60 Author LeShan
61 Step on it!
62 Sewing-machine

inventor
63 Ocean depths

66 Brooks’s singing
partner

67 Am. Samoa, e.g.

68 Rocky watercraft
69 Legis. meeting
70 “Typee” sequel
71 Long and Lewis

DOWN
1 Crapshooter
2 Wide open
3 Nocturnal primate
4 JFK info letters
5 Weather-map

line
6 Nitty-gritty
7 Tokyo, formerly
8 Katmandu

tongue
9 Shout of praise

10 No extras
11 Subsequent

examinations
12 Humorist Lebowitz
13 Pitchfork part
18 Shire of movies
23 Fine sprays
25 Swelling
26 Squiggly and

slippery
28 By way of

30 Name’s 1st letter
31 British puzzle

centre?
32 Caesar’s being
33 Roe source
34 Nuclear disasters
37 Italian Renaissance

poet
39 Touched clumsily
41 Full theater letters
44 San Joaquin Valley

city
46 Surpass
50 Pay off a note
51 Old-time roofing

material
53 Idyllic gardens
55 River through

Avignon
56 One-time Shatner

co-star
57 Affirmative

responses
58 Advanced degs.
59 Profligate
60 Spanish river
64 Venezuelan river
65 Greek letter
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Textbook advice

Those at risk for sepsis should be told
Dear Dr. Roach: I devel-

oped septic shock over
Memorial Day. I thought I
just had a bad case of the flu
— chills, sweats, vomiting, no
bowel movement in the morn-
ing and then diarrhea every
hour from noon on. I had been
treated for Crohn’s for the past
year and half. I was placed
on mercaptopurine about six
weeks before this sepsis.

So, I was looking for side
effects but had none, and
thought I tolerated it OK. I
only vaguely understood
how much the mercaptopu-
rine would compromise my
immune system. I was not
warned about septic shock.

The point of this letter is
that physicians don’t discuss
septic shock with patients.
And patients really don’t
know about it. My blood pres-
sure was dangerously low by
the time I went to the ER. I am
so angry and scared to think
that I would be dead now if I’d
continued to think it was just

a bad flu that might get better
the next day. The doctor in the
ER kept telling me I was really
sick, and they put a PICC line
in my neck to administer the
treatment. I heard the word
“sepsis” in the hospital, with
only a very quick explanation.
No one used the term “septic
shock.” No one told me how
lethal it is, and no one told me
what the symptoms are and
what to look for. — D.R.

Sepsis is a life-threatening
condition of organ dysfunc-
tion related to infection. It’s
not just the infection itself
but the body’s response to
infection that causes the cel-
lular and metabolic abnor-
malities that lead to collapse
of the circulatory system.
Sepsis is a common problem
(a quarter-million people in
the U.S. die of sepsis a year),

and it’s growing more com-
mon as the population ages
and with increased use of
medications that increase
risk for sepsis. Septic shock
is the name given to severe
sepsis with low blood pres-
sure and evidence of serious
metabolic compromise. Sepsis
itself has a 16 percent mortali-
ty rate, while septic shock has
almost a 50 percent mortality
rate, despite improvements in
treatment.

Sepsis starts with infec-
tion, so anyone at high risk for
infection is at higher risk for
sepsis. Crohn’s disease itself
increases infection risk, as the
barrier between the blood and
the gut, with its large bacteri-
al content, is damaged. Many
medications for Crohn’s,
including steroids, biological
agents and other immunosup-
pressant drugs, increase risk
for sepsis.

I agree with you that people
at high risk for sepsis should
be warned about risk fac-

tors and be educated on early
symptoms, because literally
every minute counts in treat-
ment. I read a useful mne-
monic (memory aid) on the
sepsis.org website:

S: shivering or very cold;
E: extreme pain or general

discomfort;
P: pale or discolored skin;
S: sleepy, confused or dif-

ficult to rouse;
I: “I feel like I might die”;
S: short of breath.
Note that fever is not neces-

sarily involved: Some people
do have fever, while others
have an abnormally low tem-
perature. Combinations of
these symptoms in a person
at high risk for sepsis should
prompt a visit to the emergen-
cy room, and using the words
“I am concerned I may have
sepsis because I have ...”

I am glad you are fortunate
to have survived septic shock,
and I hope bringing more
awareness of this condition
may save some lives.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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