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Dear Abby: Do you think parents should
intervene in arguments between 10-year-olds?
My daughter, “Amy,” was playing at a neigh-
bor’s house with two other girls and they
had an argument over some-
thing stupid. The neighbor’s
daughter, “Kathy,” started to
cry, so her mother asked my
daughter and the other girl to
leave because they had upset
Kathy. Afterward, she called
and wanted me to punish my
daughter for upsetting hers.

I didn’t do it because I think
10-year-olds are old enough to
make amends with each other.
When Amy explained the situ-
ation, I concluded that Kathy
started to cry because she didn’t get what
she wanted. The girls were playing with each
other again two days later.

This isn’t the first time this has happened,
but it’s annoying because they make a big deal
out of it.

Kathy is an only child and we have three
children. What do you think about this?
— Amy’s Mom in Antwerp, Belgium

Dear Amy’s Mom: Hang onto your sense
of humor and take “Helicopter Mom’s” sug-
gestions regarding parenting your child with
a grain of salt. Kathy’s mother means well,
but she should stop trying to fight her daugh-
ter’s battles for her.

Dear Abby: I have two brothers and two
sisters. We all earned a modest but comfort-
able living and made plans for our retirement
— except for one. He blew his money on cars,
vacations and gambling. He retired as early as
possible, and because of it he doesn’t get much
Social Security. Now he’s broke.

He thinks one of us should take him in and
complains that we are a “bad family” because
no one has offered to let him live with us. He
is selfish, irritating and untrustworthy. I don’t
want to spend my retirement being miserable.
What do I do? — Retired in Chicago

Dear Retired: If taking your irresponsible
brother in would ensure that your retirement
would be miserable, you shouldn’t do it. Your
brother has lived his life the way he wanted,
without consideration for the consequences.
If his retirement plan was gambling that you

and your siblings would support him for his
poor choices, it appears he has lost that bet,
too. As a kindness, direct your brother to
resources that help low-income seniors.

Dear Abby: My husband and I decided
to go our separate ways and have filed for
divorce. Although I moved out, we agreed to
keep prior engagements. One of them is a trip
to Europe to visit family and friends.

When we talked about traveling together,
my understanding was that it meant sitting
next to each other in the car and on the plane.

Now he is making the hotel arrangements
and has asked me if he should book a room
with two beds or two separate rooms. This
is confusing and it’s making me feel awk-
ward. How should I answer? — The Ex-Mrs.
in Michigan

Dear Ex-Mrs.: Be honest. If the idea of
sharing a room with your almost-ex-husband
makes you uncomfortable, tell him you would
prefer separate accommodations.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your style will
set you apart, even though you are probably so
immersed in it that you don’t even realize what
“your style” is. Relax and know you’re effective
without trying.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll get your
“aha!” moment, but not today. Keep doing what
you’re doing. This is about the
grunt work that, unfortunately,
must be handled before the glori-
ous ideas can drop in.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There’s quite a lot of informa-
tion and misinformation zinging
around today and, because of this,
you’re better not to weigh in with
too heavy an opinion. Listen and
accept what you hear.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You feel like reeling it back some. You’re not
being shy, just more in control and in touch with
your inner nature. The natural outcropping of
that is that you will consume and express less.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). From time to time we
all slip back into the mentality of a three-year-
old fighting over a toy. These primal instincts are
legitimate. Feel the childish feelings, and then
invite your inner adult to keep the behavior in
check.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The time to
change the topic is when everyone in the circle
who wants to speak on it has had a turn. Your

mindfulness of this basic common courtesy will
bring you stellar luck.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’re pretty good
at finding the value in another person but some-
times you keep it to yourself. Today, they need
to hear your discovery echoed back and maybe
even broadcasted to a wider circle.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The one who
touches your heart may be unaware of your feel-
ings, but those quiet and constant actions you
take will eventually become something that can’t
be overlooked.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If you
know what to expect at every step of the way,
you’re no longer on a ride: You’re in a rut. Get
out of that line and go walk around the park to
choose a new adventure.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re the
king of cool. Your creed: Once you lose your
temper, you’ve lost, period. However, sometimes
losing is just in the cards, so don’t be too hard on
yourself when the heat rises.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). An introvert-
ed group won’t give you immediate feedback,
but if you give them time and ask directly for
a response, you’ll get a good one. Stick with the
expressive types; they’ll provide fast help.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you can’t
think of the answer, that’s ok. Thinking isn’t
always going to come first. Put your feelers into
the ether. Reach for something else and your
mind will softly follow.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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