
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I lived with my mother, who
passed away recently. I invited my cousins
over to the house for Thanksgiving. One of
them invited a cousin-in-law I had never met.

When I woke from a nap,
the cousin-in-law was here
and asked me about our walk-
in bathtub, which means that
while I was asleep on my
mother’s bed, she had entered
my mother’s bedroom and pri-
vate bathroom. She also asked
to keep a program I showed
her from Mom’s service. I
wanted to refuse, but I let her
keep it.

Should I say something to
let her know how inappropri-
ate it was for her to give herself a tour of my
home before she even met me? — Invaded in
California

Dear Invaded: No, but you should abso-
lutely say something to the cousin who invited
a stranger to your Thanksgiving dinner with-
out permission, and compounded it by leaving
that person unsupervised while you slept.

While you may not be able to teach either of
them better manners, at least you will have
made clear that you won’t tolerate that kind
of rudeness in the future.

Dear Abby: I’m a 31-year-old nail biter and
have been one for as long as I can remember.
As an adult, I’m now attacking my cuticles to
the point that they bleed.

If I feel a hangnail, I have to push it down
or rip it out. It may be stress-related, but some-
times I don’t even realize I’m doing it.

I have stopped biting my nails twice, but
that’s because I used to get manicures weekly.
I can’t afford them anymore. The stuff that
“tastes bad” doesn’t taste so bad it stops me.

I’d like to be able to show off my future wed-
ding band. A co-worker said she thinks I have
some sort of OCD. Could she be right? I know
I need help. Do you have any suggestions on
how I can help myself ? — Diana in San Diego

Dear Diana: I do have one that may be help-
ful. Keep an emery board and cuticle scissors
nearby at all times — including in your purse,
at your desk and where you watch television.
That way, if you break a nail or get a hangnail,

you can smooth it out immediately and you
won’t feel so compelled to chew. Try it. Others
have told me it fixed their problem.

Dear Abby: I am a 25-year-old virgin and
have never been in a relationship. I would like
to wait to have sex until I’m married. Do you
think I’ll regret it, since it doesn’t look like I’ll
be married before I’m 30?

Do you have any thoughts on when to tell a
man I’m dating that I’m still a virgin? Should
it be when we become exclusive? How would
I tell that person I’ve been single all of my
life without sounding like I’m weird? — Still
Single in Wisconsin

Dear Single: There’s nothing “weird”
about a 30-year-old man or woman being sin-
gle these days. People are marrying later than
in years past, so you shouldn’t feel defensive.
As to when to reveal that you are a virgin, the
time to discuss it would be when a relation-
ship progresses to the point where physical
intimacy enters the picture.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). While it may
be easier to get angry than it is to work out a
solution, there is little to be gained from losing
control. Remove yourself from the situation to
think it through. A walk around the block will
produce brilliance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Part of the
“homework” you need to do will
involve getting a second (and third
and fourth and seventh) opinion.
Your keen mind will sort through
this data and home in on the gold-
en ticket.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Before you go counting that
admired someone among the glo-
rious, consider where the person
came from and how he or she got
to the current position. You’re glo-
rious in your own way, too, you know.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If you have to
give up a little money and some of your time to
make a partner happy, it will be worth it. What’s
even harder may be the part where you have to
compromise on a preference. You’re up to this!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). At times there is
simply nothing left to do but give an ultimatum.
These times are few and far between and, how-
ever dramatic today’s circumstances may seem,
this is not one of them.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Dish out compli-
ments — to your friends, to strangers, your boss,
your loved ones, etc. Everyone could use your

brand of ego-inflation. Even people you think
would be above flattery will eat yours up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What used to seem
romantic may now get on your nerves; such is
the bane of familiarity. The answer is to go off
in separate directions for a while and gather new
influences so you’ll be mentally fresh again when
you reunite.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When you can’t
change the way things are, you may still be able
to change how you experience the way things
are. Detachment is the key. This will be made
much easier by today’s delicious distraction.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Those
moments when you first wake up and right
before you fall asleep are potent. Don’t waste
this power concentrating on responsibilities and
worries. Use it to project your love and envision
your happy future.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You have
enormous respect and gratitude for the one who
will overlook your flaws, excuse your mistakes
and generally try to see and bring out the best in
you at every juncture.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Though you
may have been completely convicted in a certain
belief yesterday, this is a new day with fresh
evidence, different challenges and a unique set
of circumstances.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s time for you
to assume leadership. If you followed the pro-
tocol it would only cause hesitation, doubt and
confusion. Instead, start handling things.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Guest takes self-guided tour of home
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