
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: We recently lost our dog, a 13-
year-old springer spaniel, to old age. His pass-
ing has left a huge hole in our hearts and lives.
We miss his companionship and the structure
that caring for him brought to
our lives. We’re 51 and 60, and
are financially secure.

Some of our friends are
discouraging us from adopt-
ing another dog. They say we
travel too much. Last year
we spent 12 weeks away from
home. When we travel, we hire
a trusted pet sitter to move
into the house and attend to
all our dog’s needs. Our pet
always seemed happy and
healthy when we returned.

I anticipate that we will continue to travel a
similar amount in the future, but I’m not sure
we will enjoy coming home to a house that
has no dog to welcome us back. Abby, should a
retired couple who travels adopt a dog? — Pet
Lover in Mexico

Dear Pet Lover: At ages 51 and 60, if you
and your husband are in good health, I see no

reason why you shouldn’t adopt another dog
if you wish. Consider adopting one that is no
longer a puppy. Shelters and rescue organiza-
tions are good places to adopt an older dog.

Dear Abby: My neighbor complains of
cars honking at 8 in the morning. I have done
this only three times when I have taken my
son to school. I wait in the car for him, but if
he’s late by a couple of minutes, I’ll honk.

The neighbors think it’s rude because they
have a 3-year-old who’s asleep at that time. Do
I confront them? What do you suggest? — On a
Schedule in California

Dear On a Schedule: Knowing it will
awaken your neighbor’s child, refrain from
honking the horn. If you need your son to
hurry up, use your cellphone and call the
house. Or, turn your engine off, lock the car
and go inside and get him.

Dear Abby: My friend of 25 years, “Violet,”
moved back to town a few months ago after
living far away for the last 10 years. Whereas
we’ve always called and confided in each other
often, now that she’s here, I rarely see her,

never talk with her and receive polite but curt
refusals to do anything together.

I know the move was stressful for her,
and I suspect the problem is more about her
than me. But I am really hurt, and I miss her.
My last request to get together and talk was
met with, “I’m only doing what I feel I can
enjoy and manage.” It seems like that doesn’t
include our friendship.

Should I simply leave my old friend alone,
or is there something you can suggest? — Just
Plain Sad

Dear Sad: Write Violet a short, sweet note.
Tell her that you care about her, have always
treasured her friendship and hope it will con-
tinue. Let her know that when she feels like
talking, you will be there for her. It’s really all
you can do at this point.

After that, the ball will be in her court and
you should NOT sit by the phone waiting for
a call. Go on with your life and your other
friendships as before. If she responds, terrific.
If not, it will be her loss.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Don’t ask for
what you want. Get in there and politely inform
the gatekeeper that you already have what you
want, and that you’re available and ready for
more of it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There are unde-
niable benefits to being on-trend, depending
on whose trend it happens to be.
Something to keep in mind: If you
create the culture, you don’t have
to worry about staying ahead of it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ve been an idealist; you’ve
been a cynic. And today you’ll float
around the vast middle ground
between the two extremes. That’s
where you meet friends who think
at your level. Such a treasure!

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
When you were small you had to be in a familiar
place to feel completely safe. Now you’ve grown
into your “crab” essence. You’re safe because of
who you are, not because of where you are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The moon favors
your every move; this is your day, your night,
your extended-play dance in the spotlight. Savor
the creative outlet. When your turn is over, the
creativity will still be inside you, waiting for the
next showcase.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Unless you’re very
aware of your surroundings and how others are
feeling, you may not realize what’s at stake in a

situation. Challenge yourself to be more obser-
vant. What you’ll note is that everyday life takes
courage.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Education is expen-
sive, especially the unstructured, informal edu-
cation you get from hanging out with people in
glamorous settings. Be frugal now so that you’ll
be able to weather the storm that is coming later.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Laughter is one
of your favorite love notes. It means that someone
is sharing in your joy of life, as well as your intel-
lect, point of view and general experience. You’ll
connect in giggles and love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It’s a day
to pay the piper, and he’s not offering a layaway
plan or installment options, either. Regardless of
how you choose to handle it, by the end of the day
you’ll be square.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Of course
there are no winners in conversation. However,
if there were winners, the prize would go to the
one who chooses the best topic. You’ve a knack for
knowing which one will bring the most fun.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You thrill to the
unpredictable turns of this rollercoaster day. The
anticipation will be sweet — maybe even sweeter
than the fast plunge that comes afterward.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Indulge your
whims, or they will turn against you, pouting
and dragging your mood through the mud. Your
instinct to play needs expression. With no specific
agenda, activities take you where you need to be.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Travelers want to be greeted by a pooch
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