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BY VALERIE VOLCOVICI
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — The
two U.S. Senators repre-
senting California said on
Friday they will propose a
federal task force to investi-
gate the cause and response
to the massive natural gas
leak near Los Angeles.

Democratic Sens. Barba-
ra Boxer and Dianne Fein-
stein announced they will
introduce an amendment to
a national
energy bill
being debat-
ed by the
Senate that
would direct
U.S. Energy
S e c r e t a r y
E r n e s t
Moniz to
lead a task
force that will recommend
how to solve the ongoing
methane leak and prevent
future incidents.

Southern California Gas
Company’s Aliso Canyon
Natural Gas Storage Facili-
ty, which sprung a leak in
October that has not yet
been sealed, has raised
alarms about the danger of
aging oil and gas infrastruc-
ture.

There is little oversight
of the 400 underground nat-
ural gas storage facilities in
30 U.S. states.

“We have a responsibili-
ty not only to address this
leak, but also to ensure
nothing like this ever hap-
pens again,” Feinstein said
in a statement.

The amendment is one of
nearly 100 that senators
have introduced or plan to
offer next week, as the Sen-
ate works to pass the coun-
try’s first major energy bill
in over eight years. The
bill, which aims to modern-
ize the country’s aging en-
ergy infrastructure, is one
of the few in Congress to

have bipartisan support.
Senate Majority Leader

McConnell said he expects
the legislation to pass late
next week, after members
vote on the list of amend-
ments.

The California senators’
proposal would direct
Moniz to lead a six-mem-
ber intergovernmental
task force to study the im-
pacts of the leak on affect-
ed communities as well as
the environment and issue
its findings within six
months.

Those findings and sub-
sequent updates would help

a g e n c i e s
such as the
Pipeline and
Hazardous
M a t e r i a l s
Safety Ad-
m i n i s t r a -
tion and the
E n v i r o n -
mental Pro-
t e c t i o n

Agency help respond to the
leak.

The task force would rec-
ommend whether to contin-
ue operations at Aliso Can-
yon and other facilities in
close proximity to densely
populated areas.

Other amendments the
Senate will consider next
week include a proposal by
Michigan Democrats to deal
with another environmen-
tal crisis — lead water con-
tamination in Flint.

The proposal would also
direct $200 million for a re-
search center to focus on the
needs of children, and would
also require the EPA to
warn the public of high lead
levels in drinking water if a
state fails to do so.
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Madisonmill cutsworkers’ hours
CBS 13

MADISON — People in
central Maine are worried
about the future of their
mill and their town.

A union representative
says the mill in downtown
Madison has cut produc-
tion from seven days a
week to just five because of
a downturn in orders.

While he says there have
been no layoffs, workers
will take a hit to their pay-
checks.

“It’s the bread and but-
ter of the town, one helping
the other,” Gloria Berry of
Taylor’s Drug Store said.

Berry works at Taylor’s
Drug Store. It’s a popular
stop for workers.

“They’ll scoot in on the
way or on their way home
if they’ve had a shift
change and they may say,
‘Well, I made it through
another week,’” Berry
said.

But this week is the sec-
ond workers are facing

fewer hours on the clock.
“It was a breath taker, a

step back. It’s like, OK,
when are they going to
close the doors? But then
you look at it, OK, if you’re
trying to save it, 40 hours
is better than no hours,”
Berry said.

Harris Merrill said he
isn’t surprised.

“They feel pretty bad,
you know. It cuts a lot of
money off their wages,”
Merrill said. “Lumber
business is in bad shape, I
tell ya. I’m an old lumber-
man and I know what it
is.”

These cuts come just
days after Verso Paper
Corp., which owns a paper
mill in Jay, filed for bank-
ruptcy, citing a decline in
demand.

Berry worries purse
strings will get a little
tighter, affecting local
businesses, too.

“Maybe not so much the
pharmacy as our gifts and
cards, they may cut back

that way,” Berry said.
Town officials aren’t as

concerned, saying they al-
ready weathered the worst
of it in 2014 when the mill’s
tax valuation dropped from
$229 million to $80 million.

The mill took similar
steps last year around this
time in January, reducing
production of paper for
catalogs and brochures for
two weeks, laying off hour-
ly workers during the cut-
back a spokesman for the
mill attributed to interna-
tional competition, market
conditions and energy
costs.

For now, all they can do
is hope the demand for
paper picks up.

“Just keep praying that
things will work out for
dear old Maine,” Berry
said.

CBS 13 reached out to
the mill’s CEO for com-
ment, but has not heard
back. The station was told
these cuts are temporary
but could last months.

Obama
tomeet
with Ryan,
McConnell
First talk since
speaker elected

BY BRIDGET BOWMAN
CQ-ROLL CALL

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama will
meet with Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Kentucky, and House Speak-
er Paul D. Ryan, R-Wiscon-
sin, next week to discuss
legislative priorities and po-
tential areas of common
ground in 2016.

White House press secre-
tary Josh Earnest informed
reporters at his weekly brief-
ing that the president would
meet with the Republican
leaders on Tuesday, one day
after the Iowa caucuses.

The meeting will be the
first time Obama and Ryan
have sat down together
since Ryan was elected
speaker in October. The
budget agreement Earnest
referred to was negotiated
as Ryan’s predecessor, John
A. Boehner, R-Ohio, was
heading out the door. Ryan
ultimately supported the
agreement, but said the pro-
cess of crafting it at the last-
minute “stinks.”

Earnest said they have
been in discussions with
Ryan since the beginning of
the year about setting up a
meeting with the president.
“It’s obviously been a busy
couple of weeks,” he said,
when asked why it has taken
so long for Obama to sit down
with the new speaker.

The president will discuss
potential areas of cooperation
between the White House and
Congress as Obama heads
into his final year in office,
Earnest said. After Obama’s
final State of the Union ad-
dress, some Republicans ap-
peared open to some of
Obama’s priorities, particu-
larly overhauling the crimi-
nal justice system and autho-
rizing the use of force against
the Islamic State.


