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Dear Abby: I have just separated from my
wife. I don’t plan on dating anytime soon, but
I will eventually.

I have a disease that caused my immune
system to destroy my liver
cells. There is no way to pre-
dict whether my liver will fail
in five days or five years.

Would it be wrong to date
knowing I have this disease?
There is no cure, just a liver
transplant if my liver fails
completely.

Also, if it’s OK to date,
when should I tell someone
about my illness?

I have no friends because
at some point they will see
me jaundiced and sick, and I would have to
burden them with my health issues or lie.
— Newly Separated in Montana

Dear Newly Separated: You are allowing
your illness to rule your life, and that’s not a
prescription that’s healthy for anyone.

Many people suffer from health problems,
but they don’t cut themselves off from rela-

tionships as you have.
Yes, you can date. If it looks like there could

be a future, you should bring up the subject of
your health at that time. But in the meantime,
my advice is to make every effort to enjoy the
time you have.

Dear Abby: In my mother’s opinion, I have
a problem. I have prominent nipples that show
through shirts.

I wear a padded bra, but it doesn’t help.
I don’t want to wear a heavier padded bra
because I am big-busted already.

Honestly, the situation doesn’t bother me.
It’s part of being me and no different than
having a unibrow or ears that stick out. It’s
not sexual.

Should I worry about what others think
about this? — My Eyes Are Up Here!

Dear Up Here: No. As you are probably
already aware, anyone’s nipples can become
rigid if there’s a change in the temperature. It
doesn’t necessarily signal arousal. If you are
comfortable, then keep dressing the way you
do. This appears to be your mother’s problem.
Do not let her anxiety rub off on you.

Dear Abby: As an older male retiree, I fre-
quently encounter people at social gatherings
who tilt their heads back, narrow their eyes
and ask, “Exactly what was it that you did at
XYZ Corporation?”

When they find out I was what they consid-
er to be “just a paper-pusher,” they abruptly
turn their backs and walk away.

Can you suggest an appropriate response
to this form of snobbery? — Paper-pusher in
Arizona

Dear Paper-pusher: When someone asks
that question, you might smile and respond,
“You know, I’m having such a great time in
retirement, I can’t really recall what I did
there!” Or, if you’re feeling mischievous, you
could call out after the person, “Just kidding!
I was the CEO.”

And if the person turns to come back, turn
YOUR back and walk away because, if your
perception is correct, you have been convers-
ing with someone who has terrible manners
and no class.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Body builders
know that the way to get stronger is to lift more
weight and do it for more repetitions. That’s
what you’re up to these days: The more you try
to do, the more you’re able to do.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In just this one
day you could achieve many tasks, but you wisely
home in on the single most impor-
tant, heart-fortifying activity on
the list and find profound satisfac-
tion in sticking to that.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Those who laugh too much seem
too eager to please, while those
who laugh too little are repellent
buzz-kills. You’ll strike the perfect
balance, seeing the humor but not
always calling it out.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
To be interesting you have to be interested.
You’re both. In fact, you may want to pull back
a tad: As you’ve probably noticed, you’ve hooked
some amorous attention that may not be entirely
appropriate to your current situation.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t let yourself
become too overwhelmed by the long list of
things you’d like to do, accomplish, experience
and own. It’s quality thoughts that make a quali-
ty life, and you can choose those at any moment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll get to the
bottom of the problem by sensing when there’s
more. Mostly this happens when you question

people and they seem to be holding back. In most
cases, a gentle nudge will be all it takes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You don’t need
a four-leaf clover. Your luck is already packed
inside your current life. For the most part, you
know exactly what your good fortune is and how
to use it, but you’re overlooking something, too.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Sometimes you
need a cynic, a critic or a realist. But not today. It
doesn’t matter what you’re doing; positive think-
ing and optimism will bring success.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The only
reason you’re not achieving a desired outcome is
that you still don’t believe that it can be, should
be and will be yours. Convince your head and
your whole being will follow.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Friends will
want to visit. Family will want your time. Work
will want your attention, too. You feel like blow-
ing everything off just to be with one certain
person — and it’s not a bad idea!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You notice the
various ways people choose to share themselves
with you, and you point out what’s special and
different about each contribution. That’s why
they feel so spiritually “seen” around you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can’t act
effectively unless you understand the situation.
For now, take the pressure to act off of yourself
completely. What’s important is that you learn
and become so wise the correct action will flow
naturally from you.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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